Discussion Boards
Discussion Boards provide an opportunity for students to communicate on a variety of topics and to follow these threads over time. Students can access Discussion Boards created on other sites and interact on a variety of subject areas. Perhaps the most extensive web-based board is at Dave's ESL Cafe Discussion Center at http://www.eslcafe.com/discussion/ Student forums now include Cinema, Computers, Current News, Family, Food, Hobbies, Holidays, Learning English, Literature, Music, Opinions, Pets, Science, Sports, and Travel. There is also a teachers discussion board on the same page. Another good site using discussion boards for ESL learning is English Baby!.
 Teachers can set up their own individualized Discussion Boards as a learning tool for their classes. Teachers can post messages, photos, files and links online in seconds. 
· Homework assignments 

· Class announcements for parents 

· Photos from the field trip, or even clip art images 

· Links to helpful Web sites 

· File attachments (have parents download the permission slip from home!) 
· Webquests 

· Classroom policies and grading information 

There are a variety of free services now available. These include Nicenet’s Internet Classroom Assistant, Tapped In (K-12 teachers), and eGroups (now YahooGroups). Also there is discussion board software which you can download the freeware version from the Internet (e.g.TALL discussion forum, WebQuest discussion forum)

Quoted from http://www.lclark.edu/~krauss/tesol98/forums.html#con

1. You can join Emily’s class in Nicenet’s Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) to see how it works. The class Key: 255730T47 

2. Let’s create your class by using Nicenet’s Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)
                                      www.nicenet.com

