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Fire Safety in the Residence Halls & Apartments 
 

 New York State Education Law Article 129-A § 6438 requires students to be notified of fire safety 
standards and measures in all college-owned or college-operated housing. Each college shall provide 
written notification to students residing in college-owned or college-operated housing with regard to a 
description of such housing facility’s fire safety system, including whether the housing is or is not 
equipped with a sprinkler system. Each college shall also indicate, within such written notification, how 
to access the campus fire safety report on student housing as required under Title 20 of the U.S. Code 
Section 1092(i). To facilitate compliance, the following information is provided: 
 

The University at Albany maintains a high level of fire safety in all buildings through a combination of fire 
protection systems, fire safety policies, staff training, enforcement of NYS Fire Codes and safety 
procedures. 

• Each room is equipped with a smoke detector. These detectors are hard-wired and do not 
operate on batteries. 

o Additional smoke and heat detection devices are in common areas and hallways. 
• Addressable fire alarm systems are in all college-owned/operated residents halls and 

apartments. In an addressable system, each device is given an “address” which appears on the 
fire alarm panel. When a fire alarm is activated, the panel displays the device and its exact 
location. 

o All building fire alarm panels are monitored by trained staff 24/7 at a central location. 
When a fire alarm is activated in any campus building, staff immediately notify the fire 
department and respond to the building under alarm. 

• The four main quadrangles are of Type 1 B (non-combustible) construction, with 
compartmentalized suites and bedrooms. The stairwells are separated from the rest of the 
building by two-hour fire resistive construction. 

• All suite and corridor doors are listed fire doors. All corridor doors are equipped with magnetic 
hold open devices. When the building fire alarm is activated, these magnetic devices are 
deactivated permitting the doors closed. Once closed, these fire doors: prevent fire and smoke 
from spreading from its point of origin. These fire doors separate suites from one another, 
hallways from other halls and stairwells, maintaining a safe means of egress.  

• Portable fire extinguishers are located on every floor. 
• Upholstered furniture and mattresses in residence halls comply with 2020 Fire Code NYS Section 

805.4. 
• The four quadrangle towers have standpipe connections on every floor. In the event of a fire, 

standpipes are utilized by the fire department to connect fire hoses directly to a water supply. 
• Sprinklers are in basements, electrical and janitorial closets in original construction buildings. 
• Sprinkler systems are installed throughout the building in the following residence halls and 

apartments: 
o Colonial Quadrangle 

 Hamilton Hall 
 Herkimer Hall 
 Johnson Hall 

o Dutch Quadrangle 
 Beverwyck Hall 
 Ryckman Hall 
 Schuyler Hall 
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 Ten Broeck Hall 
 Van Rensselaer Hall 

o Indigenous Quad 
 Montauk Hall 
 Oneida Hall 
 Onondaga Hall 
 Tuscarora Hall 
 Seneca Hall 

o State Quad 
 Melville Hall 
 Steinmetz Hall 
 Tappan Hall 
 Whitman Hall 

o Apartments 
 Empire Commons 
 Liberty Terrace

• Partially sprinklered buildings with sprinklers in corridors, common areas, and hazard areas 
include: 

o Alumni Quad 
 Alden Hall 
 Brubacher 
 Pierce Hall 

 
 Sayles Hall 
 Waterbury Hall 

• In accordance with New York State Education Law and the Fire Code of New York State, there 
are two scheduled evacuation drills scheduled in the fall semester and two scheduled 
evacuation drills scheduled in the spring semester for all campus-owned/operated residence 
hall and apartment building. Additionally, one evacuation drill is scheduled for buildings 
occupied during summer months. Residents are required to evacuate a building when the fire 
alarm sounds. 

FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION 

All students who reside on campus are provided an online fire safety educational course. This course is 
provided through the University’s online learning management system. The course provides a brief 
history of fire incidents on college campuses, offers advice on fire safety good practices for residents to 
follow and discusses what the resident should do in the event of a fire incident. Following the online 
course, the resident participates in an online quiz to test their knowledge.  

ANNUAL SECURITY AND FIRE REPORT 

Additional information regarding Fire Safety in Residence Halls & Apartments can be found in the Annual 
Safety Report: http://police.albany.edu/ASR.pdf  

Other important information may be found: https://www.albany.edu/facilities/plant/fire_safety.html 
including campus building evacuation plans and residence hall fire logs. 
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