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Course Description:

An introduction to the history of how human beings have created, maintained, and preserved information for personal, official, and cultural purposes. Topics will include the development of writing, recordkeeping, and libraries; the emergence of printing and the history of the book; the evolution of recordkeeping by organizations, government, and individuals; and the impact of different technologies on the development of print and digital culture.

Course Objectives:

1. To introduce students to the evolution and impact of writing, recordkeeping, printing, and print culture.

2. To provide students with an understanding of the cultural, social and technological forces that have shaped and continue to shape recorded information.

3. To introduce students to different disciplinary perspectives on the history of records, archives, printing, and book history.
Student Exit Competencies:

1.  Students completing this course should
2.  Understand the evolution of the creation and maintenance of recorded information in a variety of formats

3.  Understand the social and cultural impact of different kinds of recorded information in different eras

4.  Be familiar with key research themes in the history of recordkeeping and book history

Course Requirements:

1.  Required readings and participation in class discussions.

2.  Weekly readings paper. Each student will write two review paper of selected readings on the syllabus. This paper must be submitted electronically to the instructor by 7 p.m. the day before the class for which the readings are assigned. The length of the paper should be three to five double-spaced pages. Each paper should conclude with two or three questions addressed to the class in order to stimulate discussion.

3.  Book review. Each student will read a book related to any topic within the history of recorded information and write a 1500-word (six double-spaced pages) review of that book. The book must be in an area different from the area chosen for the final project. (See #4 below.) A list of potential books will be distributed in class. Tell the instructor which book you have selected by March 4. The paper is due March 18.

4.  Final Project. Each student will prepare an extended 15–20 page paper on any area in the history of recorded information. Each student will also make a ten minute presentation on their topics during the last two classes, April 22 and April 29. The topic must be submitted to the instructor for approval no later than March 11. Further details will be handed our in class. The final papers are due April 29. 
Evaluation of Student Performance will be based on:

1. Participation in class discussions  15%

2. Readings assignment  15%

3. Book review  20%

4. Final project presentation  10%

5. Final project paper  40%

Since this class includes both undergraduate and graduate students, graduate students are expected to perform at a higher level to receive the same grade as undergraduates. 

Teaching Methodologies:

1. Lectures

2. Discussions

3. Audio-visual presentations
Statement on Academic Dishonesty:
The Department of Information Studies takes academic dishonesty very seriously. Before taking classes within the Department of Information Studies, you should familiarize yourself with the department’s Academic Dishonesty Policy, available in both the department’s Graduate Handbook and online at http://www.albany.edu/dis. Professors reserve the right to add to the department’s policy as they see appropriate. 

Outline of Course Content and Required Readings:

Two books containing required readings are available for purchase at the university bookstore:

David Finkelstein and Allistair McCleery, eds. The Book History Reader. Second Edition. London & New York: Routledge, 2006.
David M. Levy. Scrolling Forward: Making Sense of Documents in the Digital Age. New York: Arcade Publishing, 2001.

Other readings will be on reserve in Dewey Library or on ERes.

January 21
Introduction to the Course. The Nature of Recorded Information.

Film: Before the Alphabet.
January 28
The Nature of Documents. Ancient Writing. Orality and Literacy.

Levy, Scrolling Forward, 1–38.

Scott B. Noegel, “Text, Script, and Media: New Observations on Scribal Activity in the Ancient Near East.”  Book History Reader, 125–33.
Walter Ong, “Orality and Literacy: Writing Restructures Consciousness.” Book History Reader, 134–46.
John Noble Wilford, “Who Began Writing? Many Theories, Few Answers.” New York Times, 6 April 1999. 

http://www.nytimes.com/library/national/science/040699sci-early-writing.html
February 4
Documents and Records in the Ancient World
Rosalind Thomas, “Beyond the Rationalist View of Writing: Between ‘literate’ and ‘oral’” and “Literacy and the State: The Profusion of Writing,” in Literacy and Orality in Ancient Greece. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), 74–100, 128–57.

James Sickinger, “Literacy, Documents, and Archives in the Ancient Athenian Democracy.” American Archivist 62(Fall 1999): 229–46.
Phyllis Culham, “Archives and Alternatives in Republican Rome.” Classical Philology 84 (April 1989): 100–15.
February 11
Documents and Records in the Middle Ages

Marcel Thomas, “Manuscripts.” Book History Reader, 147–56.
Roger Chartier, “The Practical Impact of Writing.” Book History Reader, 157–81.
M. T. Clanchy, “‘Tenacious Letters’: Archives and Memory in the Middle Ages.” Archivaria 11(Winter 1980–81): 115–25.
http://journals.sfu.ca/archivar/index.php/archivaria/issue/view/370/showToc
Film: World Inscribed: The Illuminated Manuscript.
February 18

Winter Break — No Class
February 25
Introduction to the History of the Book and the Development of Printing
Robert Darnton, “What is the History of Books?” Book History Reader, 9–26.
D. F. McKenzie, “The Book as an Expressive Form.” Book History Reader, 35–46.
Thomas R. Adams and Nicolas Barker, “A New Model for the Study of the Book.”  Book History Reader, 47–65.
Jan-Dirk Muller, “The Body of the Book: The Media Transition from Manuscript to Print.” Book History Reader, 182–89.
D. C. Greetham, Textual Scholarship: An Introduction. (New York and London, Garland Publishing, 1994), 77–151.

Film: The Making of a Renaissance Book.
March 4
The Impact of Printing

Levy, Scrolling Forward, 39–58.
D. F. McKenzie, “The Sociology of a Text: Orality, Literacy and Print in Early New Zealand.” Book History Reader, 205–31.
Elizabeth Eisenstein, “Defining the Initial Shift: Some Features of Print Culture.” Book History Reader, 232–54.
Adrian Johns, “The Book of Nature and the Nature of the Book.” Book History Reader, 255–72.
Film: Alphabet: The Story of Writing, Part 3—Penman, Printer and Engraver.
March 11
The Dominance of Print Culture—FINAL PAPER TOPICS DUE
Levy, Scrolling Forward, 101–36.
Mark Rose, “Literary Property Determined.” Book History Reader, 308–17.

John Brewer, “Authors, Publishers and the Making of Literary Culture.” Book History Reader, 318–26.

John Sutherland, “The Victorian Novelists: Who Were They?” Book History Reader, 345–53.

Robert L. Patten, “When is a Book Not a Book?” Book History Reader, 354–68.
James L. W. West III, “The Magazine Market.” Book History Reader, 369–76.

March 18
Making and Keeping Records—BOOK REVIEW DUE.
Levy, Scrolling Forward, pp. 59–77.

Joanne Yates, “From Press Book and Pigeonhole to Vertical Filing: Revolution in Storage and Access Systems for Correspondence.” Journal of Business Communication 19(Summer 1982): 5–26.

Maygene Daniels, “The Ingenious Pen: American Writing Implements from the Eighteenth Century to the Twentieth.” American Archivist 43(Summer 1980): 312–24.

Barbara L. Craig, “Hospital Records and Record-keeping, c. 1850–c. 1950 Part II: The Development of Record-keeping in Hospitals.” Archivaria 30(Summer 1990): 21–38.
http://journals.sfu.ca/archivar/index.php/archivaria/issue/view/389
March 25
Personal Records and Recordkeeping: Letters and Diaries.
Levy, Scrolling Forward, pp. 78–100.

Alain Boureau, “The Letter-Writing Norm: A Mediaeval Invention.” Correspondence: Models of Letter-Writing from the Middle Ages to the Nineteenth Century. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1997, pp. 24–58. 

Konstantin Dierks. “Letter Writing, Stationery Supplies, and Consumer Modernity in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World.” Early American Literature 41, No. 3 (2006): 473–94.

Molly McCarthy, “A Pocketful of Days: Pocket Diaries and Daily Record Keeping among Nineteenth-Century New England Women.” New England Quarterly, 73(June 2000): 274–96.
Catherine O’Sullivan, “Diaries, On-line Diaries, and the Future Loss to Archives; or, Blogs and the Blogging Bloggers Who Blog Them.” American Archivist 68(Spring/Summer 2005): 53–73.

April 1
NO CLASS
April 8
Spring Break — NO CLASS.

April 15
Moving into the Digital Era

Levy, Scrolling Forward, 137–202.
Mark Poster, “The Digital Subject and Cultural Theory.” Book History Reader, 486–93.

Paul Duguid, “Material Matters: The Past and Futurology of the Book.” Book History Reader, 494–508.

Geoffrey Nunberg, “”Farewell to the Information Age.” Book History Reader, 509–25.

April 22
Final Project Presentations
April 29 
Final Project Presentations—FINAL PAPERS DUE
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