INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science III 
(1 credit—#28228)
Monday 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

Draper 313A
Deborah Lines Andersen, Co-instructor
Draper 140C

(O) 442-5122 (H) 439-6153

Email: dla@albany.edu
Office hours: Monday 1:30 to 3:30; Wednesday 1:30 to 3:30, by appointment, email, or telephone

David F. Andersen, Co-instructor 
Milne 315A

(O) 442-5280 (H) 439-6153

Email: david.andersen@albany.edu
Office hours: Thursday 2:00 to 3:00, by appointment, email, or telephone
Course Purpose and Overview

This is the third of four research seminars designed to launch Information Science Ph.D. students on an effective path toward meeting all of their program requirements in a timely fashion.  Students enrolling in this course have typically already successfully completed INF 711 and 712 in the previous year. INF713 students will also normally be taking INF710, Research Design.
Course Objectives

At the end of this semester, students taking this seminar will:

1. Have completed a draft of their literature review (may be an outline at this point) to their faculty advisor and/ or specialization committee.
2. Have submitted an extended proposal for a publishable paper, complete with a plan for its eventual publication in a peer reviewed journal, to their faculty advisor and/or specialization committee.

3. “Handed Off” knowledge and skills related to the spring research conference to the first year class. (NOTE: See discussion on this.)
4. Completed all formal paperwork, as appropriate, for normal progress through the INF Ph.D. program (see “Normal Progress Table,” attached).
5. Completed a job search plan as if you were on the job market this fall.
These requirements are designed to keep all second year students “on track” toward degree completion.
Course Organization and Logistics

We seek to gain maximum participation from program faculty by organizing this class around a lunch brown-bag format.  Hence, each class will usually be organized into three distinct “chunks”:

Chunk #1:  Course logistics, announcements and lunch—11:30-Noon. The first twenty five minutes will be taken up with a whole class discussion of the various issues and concerns arising in the class.  This will be our time as a class to meet as a whole, keep track of one another, and deal with issues around the various class assignments that are coming due.  This is the time when assignments will be passed in and returned and various logistical details resolved.  Students are encouraged to bring their lunch to this portion of the class.

Chunk #2:  Formal Faculty Presentation—Noon to 1 PM.  Many of the classes will involve guest presentations by INF faculty in a modified brown-bag format.  These presentations will start at noon and will end promptly at 1:00 PM.  
Chunk #3:  Informal Discussion with Faculty Presenters and Course Instructor—1 to 1:30 PM.  Faculty presenters will normally join us for a continuing discussion after their presentations.  This will be a good time for students to meet faculty with whom they wish to meet or to catch up with the instructors on any questions that they may have about the class.
Course Deliverables:  The First Semester Research Portfolio

A. The deliverable products for this class summarized in the attached table: Course Grading Checklist INF 713.
B. The INF 713 class as a whole is responsible for finding faculty speakers for the seminar and inviting them to attend.  It would be preferable if they were not the same speakers as last year.  Students will need to work together on this during the first week of class. This requirement is designed to give you a structures occasion to interact with senior faculty as well as develop your skills at scheduling groups of faculty (such as a dissertation committee ( ).
C. Students should keep in mind their mentoring role with INF 711 students.  This would be especially important if you see students who are considering your primary or secondary concentrations and would like some assistance in talking about these.

Other Course Policies and Procedures

Course Grading.  The entire First Semester Research Portfolio is due on the last day of class, December 7.  Interim products of the portfolio will be due at times tentatively specified in the details course syllabus below (subject to revision as appropriate) and the instructors will review these materials making guiding and supportive comments during the course of the semester. Students who do not turn in a completed research portfolio and its various components on a timely fashion will not receive a passing grade in this class.  Most of the grading weight will be given to the completed literature review and publishable paper proposal.
E-Res and Class Listserv.  This course has an electronic reserve (E-Res) account.  The password to view reserve materials for this class is simple ____.  The class listserv is under the name INF711-14@LISTSERV.ALBANY.EDU  To enroll on the class listserv, send a message to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.ALBANY.EDU and include in the body of your reply:

Subscribe   INF711-14   Your_First_Name   Your_Last _Name

Plagiarism and Cheating.  We encourage you to work collaboratively with your fellow students on most of the work in this course.  Learn by interaction.  However, some assignments—most notably your final research portfolio—should reflect individual effort.  We plan to run the course on an “honor system” and hence would consider any case of plagiarism to be a most severe infringement on the basic rules of the class. An incident of plagiarism can result in a failing grade for the course with the possibility of further action being pursued at the university level.

Alternative Learning Styles.  The University is particularly suited to the academically qualified student who has a physical or learning disability.  If you have such a disability or you require an alternative mode of instruction to facilitate learning, please contact the instructors during the first two weeks of the semester. 

Late Assignments and Incomplete Work.  As a course rule, late assignments will not be accepted.  No incomplete will be given for work done or left undone in conjunction with this course.  Any exceptions to these two rules will require written consent from the instructor of record.

Course Grading Checklist

INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science III

	Part I:  Literature Review: Use Cover Sheet—Literature Review
	

	I-A Initial topic proposal
	

	I-B Faculty member* approval of topic proposal (not DFA or DLA)
	

	I-C Database review statement
	

	I-D Citation style sample sheet (3 items, 3 styles each)
	

	I-E Summative and evaluative annotation sample sheet (3 items)
	

	I-F First semester draft bibliography
	

	I-G First semester draft bibliographic essay, or detailed outline of essay
	

	I-H Faculty member* signoff on receipt of drafts (not DLA or DFA)
	

	        [ April 2010: Hand in literature review to faculty member* and receive sign-off note to hand in to INF714 on last day of class]
	

	Part II:  Publishable Paper: Use Cover Sheet—Publishable Paper
	

	Publication pre-proposal/prospectus to include

· Title

· Problem/purpose statement

· Key hypotheses and/or research questions

· Theoretic foundation (themes) from literature

· Proposed data

· Proposed methodology/methodologies for data collection and data analysis

· 3 or more seminal, peer-reviewed articles that form the theoretic/research foundation for this new research
	

	Draft publishable paper topic proposal approved/signed off by faculty member (who could be co-author/co-investigator/co-presenter in May)
	

	       [ April 2010: Paper presentation at INF research conference solo, with another students, with faculty member*.  This presentation should be followed by drafting of actual publishable paper.  See INF PhD Manual on meeting primary specialization publishable paper requirement. ]
	

	Part III:  Spring Research Conference
	

	Complete conference handoff to first year students
	

	Part IV: Formal Forms
	

	File Advanced standing form (in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	File Program of Study amendment (or original form; in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	523 Sign off (see pp. 43-44) in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	All paperwork o.k. in time for 2009 faculty meeting
	

	Part V: New for 2009: Preliminary Plan for Job search (as if you were on the job market. 
	

	Create a document that answers the 10 questions to create your job search plan—attached
	


*The faculty member listed in each case here is not either of the INF711-14 instructors.  This should be a faculty member or members with whom the student is working outside of this class.
Name: _______________________________ Email address: _____________________

INF 713

Cover Sheet: Literature Review

End-of-semester checklist of requirements for Research Portfolio

Note: In many cases you have already turned in this material.  Gather it all up and hand it all in as a single collection in the order listed below. Please label items so they correspond to the numbering used below.

Faculty member approval of literature review topic proposal

Note: In the event that you have already met this requirement please include it as part of your INF713 research portfolio. You may omit items 4 and 5 below.

□ Check the box if your literature review is complete and has been evaluated by two faculty members.

1. *Sponsoring faculty member: ______________________________________

2. Topic of literature review: ______________________________________________________________

3. Faculty members who have agreed to evaluate, have evaluated (circle one) the literature review (optional):

a. ______________________________________

b. ______________________________________

4. Draft bibliography (attach)


5.   Draft bibliographic essay or outline (attach)

_____________________________

*Signature of sponsoring faculty or attach other documentation of sponsorship such as an email.

Name: _______________________________ Email address: _____________________

INF 713

Cover Sheet: Publishable Paper

End-of-semester checklist of requirements for Research Portfolio

Note: In many cases you have already turned in this material.  Gather it all up and hand it all in as a single collection in the order listed below. Please label items so they correspond to the numbering used below.

Publishable paper 

Note: In the event that you have already met this requirement and published the paper, please include it as part of your INF713 portfolio. You may omit items 2 and 3 below. 

□ Check the box if your publishable paper is complete and has been published.  Please indicate the journal here: _______________________________________________.

1.   *Faculty member involved in publishable paper: _______________________

2. Title of proposed publishable paper: _______________________________________________________________

3. Prospectus for proposed publishable paper (attach prospectus)

_____________________________

*Signature of sponsoring faculty or attach other documentation of sponsorship such as an email.

10 Key Questions to Create Your Job Search Plan

[We need to remember to invite third-year and higher INF PhD students to this discussion.]
If you were on the job market this year you would need to have a plan.  Your plan should be based on answers to the following questions.  For INF713 please create a document that answers these questions as if you are on the job market this year.
Part A: Getting Ready

1. Which faculty members would be your job search planning mentors?

2. What published products would be in your résumé?

3. What courses have you already taught? (Make sure to keep a portfolio of syllabi and assignments although you do not need to turn these in for INF713.) What have you TAed? What courses could you teach in response to departmental needs at the institutions of your choice?  At what academic level (undergrad, master’s, PhD)?

4. When do you plan to complete your dissertation?

Part B: Focus on the Market
5. What subfields of information science would you especially target in your search?
6. Which conferences that have job market activity would you plan on attending?  Which UAlbany faculty members, if any, might go with you? When are these conferences?  What pre-conference preparation would you need to do (e.g., apply, send in cover letters/ résumés/schedule appointments)?
7. What online and print resources would you use to find out about job openings?

8. Which organizations/schools/departments have job opening that you would apply to?

Part C: Activating Your Network

9. Who on the faculty knows someone at an organization/school/department that you are interested in?  Where did your faculty mentors get their PhDs?  Where are students who have graduated from our program?
10. Who would write your letters of recommendation?

Discussion Points for Class (not to be turned in but important)
· What could go in a job portfolio?

· What components should be in a good application letter?

· What should a CV look like and how long should it be?

· What if I don’t meet all the requirements for a particular job?

· How many recommendation letters does one need?

· How many jobs should I apply to?

· How should I manage my reference writers to make their jobs easier?

· When do job markets clear?  This is a timing issue.  When does one apply?

INF713 Literature Review Exercises

These can be done as a single assignment to hand in.  Please be sure to label each exercise clearly with its number and title.

1-C Database Review Statement

After selecting the general area for you literature review paper, go on the UA Libraries’ website and select 3 databases that you feel will give you the best access to literature in your topic area.  You can also (1) ask a librarian for help, (2) ask faculty in your area for help, or (3) ask other students in your concentration. Do not pick a database just because it has full text.  Very often full text is lagged as much as a year before being available.  You could miss out on critical new research.

Write up a short description of each of the journal databases as well as how you selected each one. Select one peer-reviewed, single-authorship article from your literature review topic area.  Write out the article citation.   Then search for the article in each of the three databases using (1) author, (2) title, and (3) subject of the article.  Muse a bit about this process as part of each database description. Among other bits of information include the subject headings under which the database catalogs this article.  [Try searching the database under one of the subject headings but you do not have to include the results in your write up for this exercise.]

***

1-D Citation Sample Sheet (4 items, 2 styles each)

Pick a book, a single-author journal article, a more-than-three-author journal article and a conference proceeding from your literature review bibliography.  

For each (the four items) write out two bibliographic citations using (1) APA, and (2) MLA formats (eight citations in all). Pay extreme attention to all punctuation for each style.

***

1-E Summative and Evaluative Annotation Sample Sheet

Select two articles from your literature review bibliography and create an extended citation that includes number of pages, index/indices, illustrations/figures, etc.  For each of the two citations write (1) a summative and (2) and evaluative annotation of approximately 120-150 words each. The summary part basically tells what the article is about.  The evaluative part describes how “good” the article is.

This is an exercise to get you thinking about summarizing and evaluating sources. Your literature review for the program-required literature review will NOT include annotations although you might use them in your EndNote bibliographic database.

Note: This is Last Year’s Schedule of Class Activities and Homework
INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science I (1 credit)

	Date
	Class Activities
	Materials Due
	Comments

	August 25
	Introductions/ Class Overview/ Class Framework/ Review of Graduate Bulletin for and Specializations in INF Ph.D. program/ First year qualifier and Program of Study form
	None
	

	September 1
	Labor Day—No class
	
	

	September 8
	Research Methods Overview/ Qualitative and Quantitative Examples/ Products of Research
	I
	

	September 15
	Presentation by the DAPS Specialization (David Andersen leads)
	
	

	September 22
	Information Sources for Information Science/ Literature Reviews/ Bibliographic Essays
	
	

	September 26
	Rosh Hashanah—No class
	
	

	October 6
	First discussion of NTIR4 conference and how class will proceed with this
	
	Need to invite Jennifer Goodall

	October 13
	Open class/ discuss how we are doing
	
	Hand in citation/annotation exercise; database review exercise

	October 20
	Information Assurance Field presentation  (Sanjay Goel with Jagdish Gangolly 2007)
	NOTE: speakers listed are from 2 years ago
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	October 27
	BIDS Field presentation (Peter Duchessi leads 2007)  
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 3
	GIS Field presentation  (James Mower 2007)
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 10
	IGDS Field presentation  (T. Maxwell 2007)
	
	Need faculty speakers(s)

	November 17
	IOE (Sue Faerman 2007)  
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 24
	KOM Field Presentation (Hema Iyer, Jagdish Gangolly, or Neil Murray 2007)
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	December 1
	Second discussion of NTIR4 and the various roles that class members will take
	
	Invite Jennifer Goodall ??

	December 3
	Class wrap up

	Entire First Semester Research Portfolio Due
	

	???
	End-of-semester pot luck


	Time and place to be decided
	


This Semester’s Tentative Schedule of Class Activities

Second Years Need to Invite Speakers and Reissue this Schedule

	Date
	Class Activities
	Materials Due
	Comments

	August 31
	Introductions/ Class Overview/ Class Framework/ Review of Graduate Bulletin for and Specializations in INF Ph.D. program/ First year qualifier and Program of Study form
	None
	

	September 7
	Labor Day—No class
	
	

	September 14
	Research Methods Overview/ Qualitative and Quantitative Examples/ Products of Research
	
	

	September 21
	Information Sources for Information Science/ Literature Reviews/ Bibliographic Essays
	
	Deborah Andersen leads here

	September 28
	Yom Kippur—No class
	
	

	October 5
	Presentation of DAPS Specialization 
	
	David Andersen leads here

	October 12
	Research meeting instead of class at Harriman 7A
	CHANGE OF PLACE—Please note
	All faculty and students invited.  Stalking time.

	October 19
	Job search planning (with “INF715”);  First NTIR5 discussion
	
	

	October 26
	Information Assurance Field presentation  
	
	Need IA faculty speaker

	November 2
	BIDS Field presentation 
	
	Needs BIDS faculty speaker(s)

	November 9
	GIS Field presentation  
	
	Need GIS faculty speaker(s)

	November 16
	IGDS Field presentation  
	
	Need faculty IGDS speaker(s)

	November 23
	IOE Field Presentation
	
	Need IOD faculty speaker(s)

	November 30
	KOM Field Presentation 
	
	Need KOM faculty speaker(s)

	December 7
	Class Wrap Up including second discussion of NTIR5 and class roles
	Entire First Semester Research Portfolio Due
	

	??
	End of semester potluck


	Time and Place to be decided
	


Information Science Ph.D. Program—University at Albany

Normal Progress Through the Program for Full Time Student (DRAFT AUG. 25 2007)
	Program Component
	1st Fall (INF 711)
	1st Spring (INF 712)
	2nd Fall (INF 713)
	2nd Fall (INF 710)
	2nd Spring (INF 714)
	3rd Fall
	3rd Spring
	And Beyond

	Advanced Standing
	Complete
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Approve Program Plan of Study
	First Draft Done
	Complete & Submitted
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Full Time Residency
	Half Way
	Complete
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INF 523 
	Complete
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Core Course Work
	One Quarter
	Half Way
	Three Quarters
	¾
	Complete
	
	
	

	Research Sequence
	One Fifth
	Two fifths
	Three fifths
	4/5s (sic)
	Complete
	
	
	

	Primary Specialization Courses
	Select Primary Specialization Advisor
	Courses & Advisor selected
	In Progress
	In Progress
	In Progress
	Complete
	
	

	Secondary Specialization Courses
	Select Secondary Specialization Advisor
	Program & Advisor selected
	In Progress
	In Progress
	In Progress
	Complete
	
	

	Comprehensive Exam
	
	
	Review Mock Comp Exam
	
	Take Mock Comp
	Complete
	
	

	Literature Review
	Initial bibliography
	
	Proposal Accepted by faculty
	
	Full Lit Review Submitted
	Approved by Field
	
	

	Publishable Paper
	
	Poster Session Presentation
	Proposal Accepted by faculty
	Design Drafted
	Full Draft Submitted
	Approved by Field
	
	

	Spring Research  Conference
	Organize into conference teams
	Put on the conference
	Hand-Off to New Students
	
	Present Paper @ Conference
	
	
	

	Other Specialization Exams/ Requirements
	
	
	
	
	
	Complete
	
	

	Admission to Candidacy
	
	
	
	
	
	Complete
	
	

	Appointment dissertation committee
	
	Discuss with advisors
	Discussions Continue
	Discussions Continue
	Discussions Continue
	Discussions Continue
	Complete
	

	Dissertation design
	
	
	
	Work on Design
	
	
	Complete
	

	Proposal defense
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Complete
	

	Dissertation Defense
	Thinking about it
	Thinking about it
	Thinking about it
	Working
	Working
	Working 
	Working
	Complete

	Professional Associations/ Conferences
	Selected & Approved
	Have Joined Association
	
	
	Professional Conference Presentation
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* "Our Research" includes proposals, grants, client-centered projects, technology-based projects, human subject interactions, and more
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