INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science III (1 credit)
INF7263
Monday 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

Draper 313A
Deborah Lines Andersen, Co-instructor
(Office—Draper 140C) 442-5122, (H) 439-6153

Email: dla@albany.edu
Office hours: Monday 1:30 to 4:00; Tuesday 1-3:30 if no faculty meeting; Wednesday 1 to 3, by appointment, email, or telephone

David F. Andersen, Co-instructor 
(Office—Milne 101) 442-5258, (H) 439-6153

Email: david.andersen@albany.edu
Office hours: Monday 5-6; Thursday 2:00 to 3:00; by appointment, email, or telephone
Course Purpose and Overview

This is the third of four research seminars designed to launch Information Science Ph.D. students on an effective path toward meeting all of their program requirements in a timely fashion.  Students enrolling in this course have typically already successfully completed INF 711 and 712 in the previous year. INF713 students will also normally be taking INF710, Research Design.
Course Objectives

At the end of this semester, students taking this seminar will:

1. Have completed a draft of their literature review to their faculty advisor and/ or specialization committee.
2. Have submitted an extended proposal for a publishable paper, complete with a plan for its eventual publication in a peer reviewed journal, to their faculty advisor and/or specialization committee.

3. “Handed Off” knowledge and skills related to the spring research conference to the first year class.

4. Completed all formal paperwork, as appropriate, for normal progress through the INF Ph.D. program (see “Normal Progress Table,” attached).
These requirements are designed to keep all second year students “on track” toward degree completion.
Course Organization and Logistics

This course is sandwiched into a very full day of classes all Ph.D. students, preceded by a core class (INF 720) and followed immediately by the INF 523 core technology classes (of interest to first year students).  The timing of these classes is designed to give an intensive introductory experience in a one-day format that balances the needs of part-time students who may have obligations to full-time work and need to travel long distances to classes on campus with the needs of full-time students who need to complete full schedules of classes in the late afternoon and evening hours.  We also seek to gain maximum participation from program faculty by organizing this class around a lunch brown-bag format.  Hence, each class will usually be organized into three distinct “chunks”:

Chunk #1:  Course logistics, announcements and lunch—11:30-Noon. The first twenty five minutes will be taken up with a whole class discussion of the various issues and concerns arising in the class.  This will be our time as a class to meet as a whole, keep track of one another, and deal with issues around the various class assignments that are coming due.  This is the time when assignments will be passed in and returned and various logistical details resolved.  Students are encouraged to bring their lunch to this portion of the class.

Chunk #2:  Formal Faculty Presentation—Noon to 1 PM.  Many of the classes will involve guest presentations by INF faculty in a modified brown-bag format.  These presentations will start at noon and will end promptly at 1:00 PM.  
Chunk #3:  Informal Discussion with Faculty Presenters and Course Instructor—1 to 1:30 PM.  Faculty presenters will normally join us for a continuing discussion after their presentations.  This will be a good time for students to meet faculty with whom they wish to meet or to catch up with the instructors on any questions that they may have about the class.
Course Deliverables:  The First Semester Research Portfolio

A. The deliverable products for this class summarized in the attached table: Course Grading Checklist INF 713.
B. The INF 713 class as a whole is responsible for finding faculty speakers for the seminar and inviting them to attend.  It would be preferable if they were not the same speakers as last year.  Students will need to work together on this during the first week of class.

C. Students should keep in mind their mentoring role with INF 711 students.  This would be especially important if you see students who are considering your primary or secondary concentrations and would like some assistance in talking about these.

Other Course Policies and Procedures

Course Grading.  The entire First Semester Research Portfolio is due on the last day of class, December 8.  Interim products of the portfolio will be due at times tentatively specified in the details course syllabus below (subject to revision as appropriate) and the instructors will review these materials making guiding and supportive comments during the course of the semester.  Portions of your First Semester Research Portfolio will be forwarded to the faculty in your identified primary and secondary specialization fields to introduce you and your work to them.  Components of your First Year Research Portfolio contained in Part III (e.g., selection of your program guidance committee and your statement on professional associations and journals) will be made part of your permanent student record to become part of the first year evaluation of your progress in the program.  Students who do not turn in a completed research portfolio and its various components on a timely fashion will not receive a passing grade in this class.  Most of the grading weight will be given to the completed literature review and publishable paper proposal.
E-Res and Class Listserv.  This course has an electronic reserve (E-Res) account.  The password to view reserve materials for this class is simple “inf”.  The class listserv is under the name INF711-14@LISTSERV.ALBANY.EDU  To enroll on the class listserv, send a message to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.ALBANY.EDU and include in the body of your reply:


Subscribe   INF711-14   Your_First_Name   Your_Last _Name

Plagiarism and Cheating.  We encourage you to work collaboratively with your fellow students on most of the work in this course.  Learn by interaction.  However, some assignments—most notably your final research portfolio—should reflect individual effort.  We plan to run the course on an “honor system” and hence would consider any case of plagiarism to be a most severe infringement on the basic rules of the class. An incident of plagiarism can result in a failing grade for the course with the possibility of further action being pursued at the university level.

Alternative Learning Styles.  The University is particularly suited to the academically qualified student who has a physical or learning disability.  If you have such a disability or you require an alternative mode of instruction to facilitate learning, please contact the instructors during the first two weeks of the semester. 

Late Assignments and Incomplete Work.  As a course rule, late assignments will not be accepted.  No incomplete will be given for work done or left undone in conjunction with this course.  Any exceptions to these two rules will require written consent from the instructor of record.

Course Grading Checklist

INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science III

	Part I:  Literature Review: Use Cover Sheet: Literature Review
	

	I-A Initial topic proposal
	

	I-B Faculty member* approval of topic proposal (not DFA or DLA)
	

	I-C Database review statement
	

	I-D Citation style sample sheet (3 items, 3 styles each)
	

	I-E Summative and evaluative annotation sample sheet (3 items)
	

	I-F First semester draft bibliography
	

	I-G First semester draft bibliographic essay, or detailed outline of essay
	

	I-H Faculty member* signoff on receipt of drafts (not DLA or DFA)
	

	        [ April 2009: Hand in literature review to faculty member* and receive sign-off note to hand in to INF714 on last day of class]
	

	Part II:  Publishable Paper
	

	Publication pre-proposal/prospectus to include

· Title

· Problem/purpose statement

· Key hypotheses and/or research questions

· Theoretic foundation (themes) from literature

· Proposed data

· Proposed methodology/methodologies for data collection and data analysis

· 3 or more seminal, peer-reviewed articles that form the theoretic/research foundation for this new research
	

	Draft publishable paper topic proposal approved/signed off by faculty member (who could be co-author/co-investigator/co-presenter in May)
	

	       [Spring 2009: Paper presentation at INF research conference solo, with another students, with faculty member*.  This presentation should be followed by drafting of actual publishable paper.  See INF PhD Manual, on meeting primary specialization publishable paper requirement. ]
	

	Part III:  Spring Research Conference
	

	Complete conference handoff to first year students
	

	Part IV: Formal Forms
	

	File Advanced standing form (in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	File Program of Study amendment (or original form; in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	523 Sign off (see pp. 43-44) in INF PhD Manual) as appropriate
	

	All paperwork o.k. before fall 2008 faculty meeting
	

	Part IV: Specialization Speakers
	

	Part V: Specialization speakers
	

	Work with all INF713 students to sign up specialization speakers for the entire semester.  Acquire reading lists and PowerPoint for ERes.
	


*The faculty member listed in each case here is not either of the INF711-14 instructors.  This should be a faculty member or members with whom the student is working outside of this class.

Name: _______________________________ Email address: _____________________

INF 713

Cover Sheet: Literature Review

End-of-semester checklist of requirements for Research Portfolio

Note: In many cases you have already turned in this material.  Gather it all up and hand it all in as a single collection in the order listed below. Please label items so they correspond to the numbering used below.

Faculty member approval of literature review topic proposal

Note: In the event that you have already met this requirement please include it as part of your INF713 research portfolio. You may omit items 4 and 5 below.

□ Check the box if your literature review is complete and has been evaluated by two faculty members.

1. *Sponsoring faculty member: ______________________________________

2. Topic of literature review: ______________________________________________________________

3. Faculty members who have agreed to evaluate, have evaluated (circle one) the literature review (optional):

a. ______________________________________

b. ______________________________________

4. Draft bibliography (attach)


5.   Draft bibliographic essay or outline (attach)

_____________________________

*Signature of sponsoring faculty or attach other documentation of sponsorship such as an email.

Name: _______________________________ Email address: _____________________

INF 713

Cover Sheet: Publishable Paper

End-of-semester checklist of requirements for Research Portfolio

Note: In many cases you have already turned in this material.  Gather it all up and hand it all in as a single collection in the order listed below. Please label items so they correspond to the numbering used below.

Publishable paper 

Note: In the event that you have already met this requirement and published the paper, please include it as part of your INF713 portfolio. You may omit items 2 and 3 below. 

□ Check the box if your publishable paper is complete and has been published.  Please indicate the journal here: _______________________________________________.

1.   *Faculty member involved in publishable paper: _______________________

2. Title of proposed publishable paper: _______________________________________________________________

3. Prospectus for proposed publishable paper (attach prospectus)

_____________________________

*Signature of sponsoring faculty or attach other documentation of sponsorship such as an email.

Tentative Schedule of Class Activities

INF 713 Research Seminar in Information Science I (1 credit)

	Date
	Class Activities
	Materials Due
	Comments

	August 25
	Introductions/ Class Overview/ Class Framework/ Review of Specializations in INF Ph.D. program/ Peer Advising/Organizing Framework
	None
	

	September 1
	Labor Day—No class

	
	

	September 8
	Information Sources for Information Science/ Literature Reviews/ Bibliographic Essays; Questions on Class, syllabus, logistics…
	
	

	September 15
	Presentation by the DAPS Specialization (David Andersen leads)
	
	

	September 22
	Discuss DAPS; go over end-of-year forms, requirements
	
	

	September 29
	Rosh Hashanah—No class
	
	

	October 6
	First discussion of NTIR4 conference and how class will proceed with this;
Freeze class dates
	Full schedule of specialization speakers for the class starting October 20; deliver Jennifer Goodall (Heidi Horan?) for today.
	Need to invite Jennifer Goodall

	October 13
	Open class/ discuss how we are doing; 
	Hand in citation/annotation exercise; database review exercise
	

	October 20
	Information Assurance Field presentation  (Berg, Lawson); Connecting to faculty
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	October 27
	3d year student panel on comps, databases, and NTIR (Wichowski, Demisse, Potnis, Whitmore, Buerle); Getting a reference(s)  
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 3
	KOM Field presentation  (Rorissa, Sinn, DL Andersen)
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 10
	Self-designed Field presentation
	
	 Need faculty speakers(s)

	November 17
	IOE Field presentation  
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	November 24
	GIS Field presentation (Mower, Calef)
	
	Need faculty speaker(s)

	December 1
	IGDS Field Presentation
	
	

	December 8
	Continued discussion of NTIR4 and class roles; Class wrap up

	Entire First Semester Research Portfolio Due
	

	???
	End-of-semester pot luck


	Time and place to be decided
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* "Our Research" includes proposals, grants, client-centered projects, technology-based projects, human subject interactions, and more
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