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From the viewpoint of history, the comments given by Prof. Kristin Stapleton make me give more macro concerns on China’s urbanization in reform period. Over the past three decades since reform and opening up, household registration (hukou) system is considered as one of the key factors for the development of China’s urbanization. It makes China’s urbanization process unique and clearly different from most Western developed countries. The significant role of hukou in China’s urbanization has been clarified in this paper, especially emphasized in the section of conceptual framework. Based on hukou system, dual-track theory has been used in this paper to study the relationships between demographic urbanization, economic growth and the development of basic public service. Therefore, urbanization could be seen as a comprehensive system with close interactions among population growth, economic development and social changes.
The second problem is the impact of transportation system development on urbanization progress, just like the opening of Xiamen-Shenzhen high speed rail line. There is no doubt that the improvement of spatio-temporal accessibility promotes the processes of industrialization and urbanization. As the development of regional transportation system, rapid industrialization creates large nonagricultural job opportunities, and drives population migration and concentration, further prompts demographic urbanization process. Additionally, the influence of transportation system development on urbanization not only reflects on the aspect of accessibility but also that of affordability. Therefore, the impact of transportation system development on urbanization is much complicated and need more data to analyze. Owing to the availability and validity of data, the mechanism of transportation network system in urbanization progress is too hard to reveal in this paper. The limitation has also been mentioned in the section of conceptual framework. Thus, we just selected 18 representative and available indicators, and divided them into 3 categories which could represent the levels of population growth, economic development and social basic public service, respectively.
Finally, this paper is tentative case study which attempts to develop an integrated indicator to evaluate the comprehensive developing level of urbanization. Comparing with the indicator of demographic urbanization level, the comprehensive one is more integrated to unify the literal meaning of urbanization with population, economic and social changes. Additionally, the gap between urban population growth and public service, at the backdrop of unscientific development pattern, could be revealed. For the state and local government, the result would be helpful to realize and resolve this discrepancy in the process of rapid urbanization.
