Web-based Resources

Since we hope that this workshop will have piques your interest in learning more about Participatory Action Research (PAR), sometimes called Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR), here is a list of some resources where you can gain additional information.

Government Websites about PAR:

General RFA that says NIH will fund  PAR research, including what each  agency is looking for: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-05-026.html
Summary of a 2001 Conference on PAR at NIH:

http://www.ahrq.gov/about/cpcr/cbpr/cbpr1.htm
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Technical Report on PAR:

http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/epcsums/cbprsum.htm
NIH Conference on Social and Behavioral Influences on Health:

http://www.cossa.org/nihsocioculturalconference.html
Some other websites that have information on PAR:
Center for Community Partnerships at the University of Pennsylvania

http://www.upenn.edu/ccp/
Cornell Participatory Action Research Network

http://www.einaudi.cornell.edu/cparn/resources/index.asp
Community-Campus Partnerships for Health at the University of Washington

http://depts.washington.edu/ccph/commbas.html
National Center for Cultural Competence at Georgetown University

http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/nccc/ncccpolicy3.html
Wright State University School of Medicine

http://www.med.wright.edu/ra/re/2003/tindall.html
To do more reading, here are a couple of syllabi from courses on PAR:

Mark Chesler and Barbara Israel – University of Washington

http://depts.washington.edu/ccph/pdf_files/HBHE810-SOC595Readings.pdf
Meredith Minkler at University of California San Francisco

http://www.futurehealth.ucsf.edu/pdf_files/_PH_219C_2002revised.pdf
Note:  many of the sites in the previous section also have course syllabi.

Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) Principles
Developed by Barbara Israel and her colleagues in Detroit.

1. CBPR recognizes the community as a unit of identity. A community may be a geographic area, but it could also be a shared ethnic/racial or other identity. Cities are usually not a single community, rather they are made up of multiple communities of identity. 

2. CBPR builds on the strengths and resources within the community. All communities have skills, assets, networks of trusting relationships, and mediating structures (e.g., community-based organizations (CBOs), faith-based organizations). Those involved in CBPR support and expand existing social processes to address community needs. 

3. CBPR facilitates collaborative, equitable partnership in all phases of the research and involves an empowering process. In a true collaborative research process, investigators and communities work together to define the problem, collect data, and interpret results. 

4. CBPR promotes co-learning and capacity building among all partners. This approach recognizes that researchers need to enhance their capacity and have a great deal to learn from the process. 

5. The CBPR research model integrates knowledge generation and intervention for the mutual benefit of all partners. Therefore, all involved need to determine the mutual benefit of the process. Not all CBRP projects must include intervention implementation. It could be of mutual benefit to develop an intervention or guide policy. 

6. CBPR emphasizes the local relevance of public health problems and the multiple determinants of health and disease including biomedical, social, economic, and physical environmental factors. CBPR builds on problems identified by the community, which are often corroborated by additional sources of data (e.g., epidemiological surveys). 

7. The CBPR process is cyclical and iterative, and research goals are not always known at the beginning of work with a community. This often challenges funders and researchers. 

8. Individuals engaged in CBPR disseminate findings and knowledge gained to all partners and involve them in the dissemination process. Community members co-author reports and publications that reach and are useful to the community. 

From:  http://www.ahrq.gov/about/cpcr/cbpr/cbpr1.htm#welcome
In addition, CBPR is also long-term and researchers should continue working in the community even when they are no longer funded.  It also emphasizes cultural competence and culturally sensitive research.
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SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!!

Upcoming Speaker:  Monday, April 18, 2005 at Noon

Dr. Craig Slayton

Assistant Professor, School of Health and Environment

University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Dr. Slayton is an expert on Work Environment Policy and Social and Health disparities.  His current focus is the Healthcare Industry; Sustainable Production; Worker Health and Safety Education and Training.

Publications

Slatin, C., Galizzi, G., Devereaux-Melillo, K., Mawn, B. 2004. Interdisciplinary Research to Promote Healthy and Safe Employment in Healthcare: Promises and Pitfalls.  Public Health Reports, Jan/Feb; 119 (1): 60-72. 

Armenti, K., Moure-Eraso, R., Slatin, C., Geiser, K. 2003. Joint Occupational and Environmental Pollution Prevention Strategies: A model for Primary Prevention. New Solutions 13 (3) 241-259.

Location and Title will be on the CEMHD website soon.
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