Study Guide for the Midterm

 (GOG 344  World Population)

The midterm will cover materials presented in both lectures and chapter 1-7 of the textbook.

Definitions:

Demography






Carrying capacity 



Census

Doubling time




Coverage error

Cornucopianism 



de jure population vs. de facto population


Neo-Malthusian



Tragedy of the commons

Lifeboat ethics 



Life expectancy

Infant mortality rate



Epidemiological transition

Total fertility rate



Replacement level fertility

Migration vs. mobility


Assimilation

Vital statistics





 

Short answers:

1. What is the global pattern of population distribution?

2. Compare and contrast Malthusian and Marxist perspective on population growth.  Please make specific reference to their assumptions, how they view the problem and provide solutions differently, and provide your own critique to both perspectives.

3. Describe Demographic Transition, and explain main reasons for the transition.

4. List and briefly explain three main causes for death.  With increasingly high prevalence of HIV/AIDS in developing countries, what are the main demographic and socio-economic consequences of this epidemic?
5. How does the supply-demand framework developed by Richard Easterlin and Gary Becker explain the fertility transition?

6. What are the main reasons for high fertility?  Please also explain the phenomenon of baby boom in the U.S.?

7. Explain the push and pull framework developed by Lee to explain migration, and provide your critique. 

8. List the names of main theories explaining the initiation and perpetuation of immigration, and describe one theory from each group.  Please provide both the main arguments of the theories and your critique. 

9. Briefly describe the background and characteristics of three waves of immigration to the U.S., and explain how they are related to the immigration policies in the U.S.
10. Discuss reasons for the large volume of immigrants, both legal and illegal, from Mexico to the United States.  What are the long-term demographic and social consequences of this migration for both countries?

11. List and briefly explain the main sources of demographic data.  Identify possible errors in census.

