GOG 344 World Population  

Final Exam Study Guide

A.  Definition.  

Population pyramid

Sex ratio

Dependency ratio

Stable population vs. Stationary population

Population momentum

Age stratification

Sustainable development

Rank-size rule

Primate city

Population policy

Economic development

Ecological footprint

Green Revolution

Optimum population size

Family vs. Household

B. Short-answer questions:

1. The family planning program in China has been very successful in lowering the fertility level.  Briefly describe the history of family planning in China, and the impact of its one-child policy.

2. What is urbanization?  Define urbanization as a multi-dimensional process.  How is urbanization in developing countries different from that in developed nations?

3. Describe the recent change in household structure in the U.S.  Discuss the underlying demographic factors for the change and its social impact.

4. The baby boom generation plays a significant role in American society.  Please discuss its impact on the age structure and fertility behavior of the U.S. population, as well as the social security system.

5. With longer life expectancy, population aging is taking place all over the world.  Briefly discuss the impact of population aging on population structure and the society.

6. How should we assess the role of population in environmental degradation?  Please refer to the IPAT equation by Paul Ehrlich and the pollution equation by Barry Commoner.  What can we do to reduce the damage to the environment?

7. What are the two main methods to increase food production, and what are their environmental costs?  According to Save the Planet, Feed the World, what are the possible strategies to achieve sustainable food production?

8. Describe the relationship between economic development and population growth.  Please refer to three different demographic perspectives, and describe how their views differ on this issue, and how they can be reconciled.

