GOG 160/EAC 160 CHINA: PEOPLE AND PLACES
Course Syllabus

Spring, 2008

Professor:  Youqin Huang

	Class Number
	8069 (GOG 160), 8070 (EAC 160)

	Class Location & Hours
	ES 241, TTh 10:15 –11:35 AM

	Contact & Office hours
	Youqin Huang: yhuang@albany.edu, TTh 2:40 – 3:40 (AS 215)

	
	Guest Lecturer: Mary Van Ullen: mvanullen@uamail.albany.edu,  Office hours by appointment (LI 328)

TA: Rachel Salsky: rs1549@albany.edu, TTH 12:00-1:30 (AS 213)


This course satisfies the ‘Information Literacy’, ‘Regions Beyond Europe’ and ‘Social Sciences’ categories of the General Education requirements at UAlbany

1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides a systematic introduction of China as an emerging political and economic power in the context of globalization.  Main topics include historical evolution, uneven physical and social geography, economic reform, rapid urbanization, population growth and family planning, environmental change, tradition and culture change, and persisting and emerging social problems.  This course also teaches students how to search, use and evaluate information for their research in an increasingly digital and information-oriented world.  

2.  TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS


Gregory Veeck, Clifton W. Pannell, Christopher J. Smith, and Youqing Huang, 2007.  China’s Geography: Globalization and the Dynamics of Political, Economic, and Social Change.  Boulder, CO: Roman & Littlefield Publishers. ISBN-10: 0-7425-5402-3 (required).

Plus: selected articles on the Electronic Reserves (ERes) in the Main Library (password = “china”) and several films.

3.  WORK ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
	Two examinations
	50%

	Class participation/reading quizzes
	15% 

	Film quizzes
	15%

	Two information literacy projects
	

	         Library-based tutorials 
	  5%

	         Annotated bibliography assignment
	15%

	Extra credit: a book review paper
	Maximum of 10%


4. COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

This course satisfies the ‘Information Literacy’, ‘Regions Beyond Europe’ and ‘Social Sciences’ categories of the new General Education requirements at UAlbany

4.1 This course fulfills the “Information Literacy” category of the General Education requirements.  An important component of the course will be the integration of library research methods and information evaluation of the course contents and assignments.  After taking the course, students should:

· know how to find, evaluate and cite multiple sources of information, using the University Libraries, the Internet, electronic databases, and other sources;

· understand questions concerning the ethical use of information, privacy, plagiarism, copyright and other related issues that promote critical reflection;

· apply knowledge of the APA (American Psychological Association) style by compiling bibliographies for research papers and projects.

4.2 This course satisfies the “Regions Beyond Europe” category of the General Education requirements. After taking the course, students should:

· be familiar with the most significant events and patterns in the recent history of China, especially the socialist revolution in 1949 and its current transition toward a market economy.

· be able to identify important geographical features on a map of China, describe the spatial pattern of resource distribution and how they affect uneven regional development;   

· understand the nature and ramifications of China’s transition away from utopian socialism; be able to interpret the need for modernization (reform) policies; and to evaluate positive and negative political, economic, and social outcomes of China’s modernization project;

· be familiar with the causes and consequences of massive internal migration and the rapid urbanization that has occurred in China in reform era;

· understand the pressure of a large and growing population, and the need for family planning; and, be able to evaluate the social and economic impact of the one-child policy;  

· be able to assess the environmental implications and global consequences of  China’s current development policies; and, specifically, be able to evaluate the case China has made for building the Three Gorges Dam;

· be able to illustrate some of the ways in which Chinese cultural values and practices differ from our own, and to identify the major cultural changes during the reform era;

· be knowledgeable about the history of Hong Kong as a British colony and the economic, political, and social changes since its handover to China; be able to appreciate the nature of the China/Taiwan relationship and its importance to the USA and the rest of the world;

· be able to assess critically the information you read and receive about China;

4.3 This course satisfies the “Social Sciences” category of the General Education requirements.  After taking the course, students should:

·  be able to understand various social and political institutions in China and critically evaluate their impact on the society and people
· be knowledgeable about the interactions between economic, social, geographic and political forces, and how they shape the society.  
· be able to understand graphic presentation of statistical information commonly used in social sciences
5.  EXPLANATION OF WORK ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING SYSTEM 

5.1  Two Examinations (in class), worth 50% in total

Both examinations will consist of multiple-choice questions and they are not cumulative. The questions will be based on the textbook, readings, and lectures.  You will not be allowed to do make-ups of any of the exams unless you receive specific permission from the Instructor, in advance.  Only major illnesses, personal or family emergencies, sporting or military commitments, and having two or more exams on the same day are acceptable as excuses.  In all cases appropriate and/or official documentation is required.
5.2  Class Attendance and Reading Quizzes, worth 15% of the total grade

You need to attend class frequently in order to do well in this class.  Attendance will be taken at ten randomly selected dates throughout the semester.  Sometimes attendance will be taken in the form of a mini-quiz, based on the reading for or lecture on that day.  In those cases, you will be assigned half of the credit for being in class, and the other half for completing the quiz correctly.  Note: students who come to class at or close to the end, or who leave part-way through will not be credited for attendance. If you have a valid excuse for not attending class on the day of an attendance quiz, you need to bring it to the instructor in advance, unless it is an emergency situation, in which case documentation is needed.  

5.3   Film Quizzes (15%)
During the semester five films will be shown in class.  Each film is accompanied by a film quiz, which should be submitted at the beginning of the class after the date the film was shown.  To get a good grade on these exercises you are encouraged to use print and electronic sources (especially the Internet) to augment your understanding and interpretation of the films; but you must be in class to see the film and collect the assignment sheet.  Only answers submitted with the original version of the assignment will be graded.  Your answers to the questions must be typed on a separate page and stapled to the quiz sheet.  There are no make-ups for film quizzes.
5.4  Two Information Literacy Related Projects (in total 20%)

(Note:  You have to pass the following information literacy components in order to get credit for Information Literacy requirement.)

a. Tutorials (5%)
As part of information literacy component, you are required to complete three interactive tutorials, which can be accessed through the website of the university library (see the URLs provided below). At the end of each tutorial there is an option for you to identify yourself and your Instructor (Youqin Huang). You must enter this information correctly to be given credit for completing the tutorials.  You will then automatically be sent an email confirming your completion of each tutorial, and you should save the email until you have confirmation from the instructor that you have received credit for the tutorials. The three tutorials are: 

Researching 101: a guide to information formats, searching the library's online catalogs, and effectively searching article databases (see: http://library.albany.edu/usered/tut/index.html); 

Evaluating Internet Sites 101: developed to help users evaluate Internet sites (see: http://library.albany.edu/usered/webeval/index.html); 

Plagiarism 101: a tutorial designed to help students identify and avoid plagiarism in their work (see: http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/index.html).

b. Annotated Bibliography Assignment (15%)

Select a topic from the following list to be covered in the course: economic reform; urbanization; migration; housing and land reform; tradition and cultural change; social inequality; poverty; environmental degradation; health care challenges; and China-Taiwan/Hong Kong relation. Create an annotated bibliography on your topic. Provide full documentation plus a description and critique (max 500 words) for each entry. 

The annotated bibliography should contain ten items, including: 

•  At least two books

•  A reference source in book format

•  An article from a popular magazine or newspaper

•  Two articles from scholarly journals

•  A popular Internet resource

•  A scholarly Internet resource

•  Two additional resources of your choosing, which may be from the above list or include other types of materials, such as government documents, media, dissertations, electronic reference sources, conference proceedings, etc.

The ten items should not include the textbook and assigned readings on ERes for this class.  The bibliography must be written in APA style, and the annotations should be in the critical style, rather than being merely descriptive.  For information on annotations, see http://library.albany.edu/usered/style/ann.html.  Organize the entries within the bibliography in alphabetical order. For information on how to cite websites and other sources, see the “HOW TO CITE YOUR SOURCES” section in the syllabus.

5.5  Extra Credit Paper (optional)
Students have the option of writing a 4000-word essay as an Extra Credit option. The maximum score for this paper is 10%, which will be added as percentage points to your final score after the grades have been assigned (in other words, the extra credit score does not influence the overall grades for the class, or the ‘curve’).  Students need to select a recently published book (published within the last five years) about contemporary China that could contribute to the content of this course.  In the paper you are required to: a) describe the overall content of the book you have chosen (maximum 1000 words); b) critique the book, in other words, what are its strengths and weaknesses? (maximum 2000 words); and c) indicate how and in what ways the book could have contributed to the content of this course and to student understanding of modern China (maximum 2000 words).  The book you select for this must be submitted with your review essay, which means you must either buy a copy, or check one out from a library.  You must provide an exact word count; papers that are more than 10% too long or too short will not be graded.  The paper must be word-processed, fully referenced, and written in clear and concise English prose (points will be deducted for sloppy writing, typographical errors, and spelling mistakes).  Students wishing to write an Extra Credit paper must submit a brief (one page maximum) proposal, including a brief description of the proposed book and the reasons why you think it is an appropriate choice for this assignment.  If you do not submit the proposal by the due date, your paper will not be graded.  The paper is assigned on the first day of class, and is due on 4/29 (in class).
6. HOW TO CITE YOUR SOURCES

To cite books, journal articles, newspaper stories, and websites, we will use only the APA system (see: http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/cite/works_cited.

HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/cite/works_cited.htm" \t "_parent"
htm.  Here are examples:

Book with a single author:


Fleming, T. (1997). Liberty!: The American revolution. New York: Viking. 

Book review:

Salinger, S. V. (2001). [Review of the book Not all wives: Women of colonial Philadelphia]. The Journal of American History, 88, 184-185. 

Article within a book:

Cassel, J., &  Zambella, B. (1996). Without a net: Supporting ourselves in a tremulous atmosphere.  In T. W. Leonhardt (Ed.),  Teaching and learning in a climate of constant change (pp. 75-92). Greenwich, CT: JAI Press Inc. 

Journal article, single author:

Brown,  E. (1996). The lake of seduction: Silence, hysteria, and the space of feminist theatre. JTD: Journal of Theatre and Drama, 2, 175-200.

Printed magazine, single author:


Gawande, A. (2001, July 9). The man who couldn't stop eating.  The New Yorker, 77, 66-75. 

Newspaper article (printed):
 

Holden, S. (1998, May 16). Frank Sinatra dies at 82: Matchless stylist of pop. The New York Times, pp. A1, A22-A23. 

Newspaper article (online):

Wright, S. (2001, January 25). Curriculum 2000 draws criticism.  The Chronicle. Retrieved November 7, 2001, from http://www.chronicle.duke.edu 

Full text article from a database:

Cowell, A. (2001, September 3). Britain faces flurry of illegal migrants   using channel tunnel. New York Times. Retrieved October 19,  2001, from Expanded Academic ASAP database.

Webpage:

National Park Service. (2003, February  11). Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site. Retrieved February 13, 2003, from http://www.nps.gov/abli/
An online posting:

Casper, K. (2001, October 1). Re: watered down curricula. Message posted to: http://mathforum.org/epigone/math-teach
Government Documents:

Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998: Hearing before the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, 105th Cong., 2nd sess. 1 (1998).

7.  ADDITIONAL READINGS ON ERes (all available electronically; pw = ‘china’)

1. Chan, Kam Wing, 2004.  Internal Migration, in Changing China: A Geographic Appraisal, ed. By Chiao-min Hsieh and Max Lu. Boulder, CO: Westview. pp. 229-242.

2. Wang, Y. and Murie, A., 1999.  Commercial Housing Development in Urban China, Urban Studies, 36 (9): 1475-1497.

3. Thompson, D., 2005.  China Confronts HIV/AIDS.  Washington, DC: Population Reference Bureau.
4. D. Blumenthal and W. Hsiao. 2005. “Privatization and Its Discontents: The Evolving Chinese Health Care System”.  New England Journal of Medicine Vol 353, No. 11 (Sept 15th)
5. H. Cai and Wu X.P. 2006. “Social Changes and Occupational Gender Inequality”. Chinese Sociology & Anthropology, (Summer) Vol. 38, Issue 4, pp. 37-53.
6. Liu, J. and Diamond, J., 2005.  China’s Environment in a Globalizing World.  Nature 435, 1179-1186 (30 June 2005)
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Date
	Topic/Activity
	Reading
	Important Dates

	
	
	Section 1: China in Time and Space
	
	

	1
	1/24
	Introduction
	Chapter 1
	

	2
	1/29
	Natural Environments
	Chapter 2
	

	
	1/31
	Historical Context
	Chapter 3
	

	3
	2/05
	Film:  To Live 
	
	

	
	2/07
	Information literacy I/ Film:  To Live  
	
	

	4
	2/12
	Political Geography

Video:  China rises: party game
	Chapter 4
	Film quiz #1 due

	
	
	Section 2: Modernizing China
	
	

	
	2/14
	Guest lecture
	
	

	5
	2/19
	No class
	
	

	
	2/21
	Economic reform
	Chapter 7
	Tutorials due

	6
	2/26
	Economy: agriculture, industry
	Chapter 8, Chapter 10
	

	
	2/28
	Migration and urbanization
	Chan, 2004, Chapter 9
	

	7
	3/04
	Film: China Blue
	
	

	
	3/06
	Population and family planning
	Chapter 5
	Film quiz #2 due

	8
	3/11
	Join the world community 
	Chapter 4
	

	
	3/13
	Information literacy II
	
	

	9
	3/18
	Exam #1
	
	Exam #1

	
	
	Section 3: Traditions and Changes
	
	

	
	3/20
	Chinese cities in transition
	Chapter 9
	

	10
	3/25
	Spring Break
	
	

	
	3/27
	Spring Break
	
	

	11
	4/01
	Housing and land reform
	Wang and Murie, 1999
	Bibliography due

	
	4/03
	Film: Shower
	
	Proposal due (optional)

	12
	4/08
	Traditions and culture changes
	Chapter 6
	Film quiz #3 due

	
	4/10
	Women and development (guest lecture)
	Cai and Wu, 2006
	

	13
	4/15
	Film: Eat, drink, man and woman
	
	

	
	
	Section 4:  China’s Concerns
	
	

	
	4/17
	Social inequalities, poverty 

Video: China rises: city of dreams
	
	Film Quiz #4 due

	14
	4/22
	Film: Not One Less
	
	

	
	4/24
	Environmental problems
Video: China rises: food is heaven
	Liu and Diamond, 2005
	Film Quiz #5 due

	15
	4/29
	Health care system, HIV/AIDS
	Blumenthal and Hsiao, 2005; Thompson 2005
	Extra credit paper

 due (optional)

	
	5/01
	China beyond the heartland
	Chapter 11, 12, 13
	

	16
	5/06
	Exam #2
	
	Exam #2
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