Debate #2:  U.S. Immigration Policy

Goals:

You will debate in front of a panel of US policy makers regarding immigration policy in the U.S.  The panel will decide whether to implement a more restrictive or lenient immigration policy based on the merit of your arguments.  Specifically, the debate will address the following questions:  1) Should the U. S. have a tighter control over immigration, or not?  What are the demographic, economic and political reasons for the change?  2) Should the U.S. have different policies for legal and illegal immigration?  Why? 3) What kind of criteria should be used to choose immigrants, if we decide to be selective?  4) Can immigrants have the same access to social services and welfare benefits as citizens?  Group members are encouraged to meet before the debate, and discuss their group opening statements.
The structure of debate is as follows: 

1.  Group opening statements from both camps (2 minutes each) – 4 minutes 

4.  Individual statements and rebuttals from Camp 1 and questions from Camp 2 –  35 minutes
5.  Individual statements and rebuttals from Camp 2 and questions from Camp 1 –  35 minutes
6.  Final decision is reached by panelists through voting and explanations are offered - 3-5 minutes 

Roles:

You choose one role from either of the two camps, and your job is to role-play, instead of to be a UAlbany student.  You need to do research for your arguments and supporting materials.  Both the Internet and the university library are good sources.  A keyword search on immigration, immigration policy can give you many citations.  In addition to the suggested readings and websites of interest listed in the textbook at the end of Chapter 7, here are some additional references that may be helpful to you.  

Immigration: Shaping and Reshaping American, by Philip Martin and Elizabeth Midgley (link on the course website) 

Legal U.S. Immigration: Influence on Gender, Age, and Skill, by Michael Greenwood and John McDowell
Friends or Strangers: The Impact of Immigrants on the U.S. Economy, by George Borjas.   

Making Americans, Remaking America: Immigration and Immigrant Policy, by Louis DeSipio and Rodolfo O. de la Garza 

Immigration and Ethnicity: the Integration of America’s Newest Arrivals, by Barry Edmonston and Jeffrey S. Passel 

Panelists:

If you are the head panelist you will be expected to provide an introduction to the debate, run the debate and keep time.  All panelists should turn in at least five thought provoking questions and your answers to the questions.  You may use some or all questions during the debate.

Grading:

You will be graded on your ability to make well reasoned, well researched arguments which fit into the themes of the course.  Arguments that are only emotional in nature and not backed up with factual information will receive low grades.  You are also expected to turn in your arguments and supporting materials for the debate in a position paper (3 pages double space, typed).  Students who do not actively participate in the discussion will not be graded.

Assigned Roles 

Head Panelist (Legislator)   

Panelist (Demographer)     

Panelist  (INS official)  

Camp 1:  For a more restrictive immigration policy

Second-generation immigrant with few skills 

"Average American Taxpayer" Joe Smith
Union Leader     

Legal resident with only a high school education and no specialized training       

Former Republican Presidential Candidate Patrick Buchanan    

President of the Sierra Club

Victim of the 9.11 tragedy

CIA agent in the anti-terrorism unit

Immigrant trafficker

San Diego Border Patrol official

Director of US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
Garrett Hardin

Attorney General John Ashcroft

Camp 2:  For a more lenient immigration policy

Garment industry owner in NYC 

Bill Gates   

Orchard owner in central valley of California

Rich Beverly Hills homeowner     

Software engineer from India

Illegal immigrant doing temporary, low-wage work 

Refugee from Somali   

Mexican contract worker who works in the central valley in California

Entrepreneur from Hong Kong

Government official from Philippines   

U.S. citizen with parents as illegal immigrants

Mexican immigrant with his wife and son in Mexico

Head of U.S.-MEXICO BORDER PROGRAM 

San Diego Border Patrol official

Professor in International Studies at UC Berkeley

Karl Marx  

