
The Tree of Options

two sounds
are

                        two different      variants of
                         phonemes       one phoneme

                       make minimal                                        free                          allophonic 
                           pairs                        variants             variants

bill vs. pill                                     alternate freely              in comp. dist. 
                                                                          with no change         (mutually exclusive
                                                                                  of meaning                   environments)
 
                                                                                   bi[t0]–bi[t]                   [pV]in–s[p]in
                                                                            (word-final stops          (English voiceless
                                          may be released            stops are aspirated
                                    o r non-released in         at beginning of word,
                                                                                English)                   unaspirated elsewhere)


