
Bob and Cheryl Yagelski, facing page, getting ready to re-christen 
Mistral, below, on Lake George, New York. 

As a new sailor myself, I appreciated the name. But it wasn't 
right for us. Cheryl and I had had enough pandemonium in 
recent years. 

We learned from experienced sailors about the supersti­
tions associated with changing a boat's name and about 
complicated renaming rituals. So we took the prospect of 
renaming seriously. Still, we wanted to give our boat a name 
that would capture our sense of her steady character and her 

" 

I 
I 

/ 
/ 

/ 

role in our continuing voyage together. As we launched her 
for our second season, we still hadn't found the right name. 
Sometimes, on one of those perfect days, when the sail­
ing was smooth and the boat felt like part of us, we'd add a 
name to our list. Often, exhausted after a day on the water, 
we discussed the names on the list, inspired by the day's 
challenges and our growing appreciation for our sailboat. 

We're in no rush, though. We've learned through hard 
experience that when the time is right, we'll know. But if 
we were to name our sailboat after our marriage, we might 
call her Resilient. ..J 

Bob and Cheryl Yagelski re-christened their boat Mistral 
on the day these photos we're taken. A mistral is a wind 
that annually blowsjrom the Alps into the Mediterranean 
Sea, which makes it a kind ojmountain breeze. That 
name appealed to them because they sail in the mountain 
breezes that blow jrom the Adirondack Mountains onto 
Lake George in upstate New York. And "Mistral Wind" is a 
song that was ajavon:te ojtheirs when they dated in col­
lege. "It took us two years, but we finally jound a name we 
think is just rightjor the boat," Bob reports. 

(disaster to dazzling) 
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