Journalism 475 Syllabus:
Just the Facts: Nonfiction Television
Lecturer:  Ronald Helfrich 

Mailbox: SS 340

Office: SS 328

Office hours: Thursday 4:15-5:30

e-mail: ronhelf@gmail.com, rh962349@albany.edu, or helfrr@rpi.edu
This is a class on the History of Nonfiction Television, a communications medium which has had a revolutionary impact on human life around the globe since the 1950s. While this class will touch on a variety of aspects of television the focus of it will primarily be on the history of Non fiction television.

About this class…
I post all the lectures online so you will be able to find them there (www.albany.edu/~rh962349). 

There is an online component to this class. Go to and log into Blackboard at You must submit your assignments to me on the online class site.
Finally, it is worth paying attention to the media especially The New York Times, The Guardian, NPR and PBS for news on contemporary television (I have links to some of these in the online lecture notes). You can also, of course, access a host of online sites including PopMatters, Pop Politics, Flow, Flak, Entertainment Weekly, TV Guide, and TV.Com for news and information on TV (again many links to these are provided in the online lecture notes).

Assignments:

There will be several assignments in this class. 

First, you will be required to submit a biography to me on the online course site. In your biography tell me about yourself, who you are, what your interests—leisure and academic--how you got to UAlbany, and why you are in this class. Submit the biography to me on the online course page by copying and pasting it into the assignment box or submitting it as a PDF. Your biography will serve as the first entry in your journal. Speaking of the journal…

Second, you are required to submit that you have read and understand the syllabus. You don’t get any points for doing this assignment but you can lose 15 points if you don’t due it. The moral: do it. You need to read the syllabus and notify me promptly that you have read and understand it. If I do not hear from you on or before the date this assignment is due you will lose 15 points.
Third, you will be required to keep a journal.  This will constitute 80% of your grade.  Historically journals have ranged between 30 and 100 pages per term. They should not simply be full of “I think” or “I feel statements” They should be analytical, systematic, and empirical. Thinking and feeling, in other words, is fine if it is grounded in systematic empirical analysis. For more on them see the Forward to the online lecture text. 
So, to summarise and repeat, what would a perfect, well close to perfect, journal look like?

   1. it would be analytical and systematic (explication)

   2. it would contain entries that respond to class discussions (class)

   3. it would contain entries that respond to the class lectures online (lectures)

   4. it would contain entries that respond to some, usually at least three per section, links in the lectures (links include TV shows, commercials, and oral histories in the lessons)

   5. it would contain entries that respond to the book or books we are reading for this class (readings)

It would not necessarily do all of these simultaneously. But it would do them at some point in the journals handed in for the assignment due dates.

Fourth, attendance and Participation will constitute 20% of your grade. 
All assignments should be submitted as a PDF or copied and pasted at Blackboard.

NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. ONCE BLACKBOARD ASSIGNMENTS CLOSE THEY ARE CLOSED.

Weekly viewings and listenings will be assigned.

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES:

CALENDAR AND ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES:

20 January: Term Begins

21 January: Jour 475 Begins

23 January: Biography due

28 January: Syllabus Read Assignment due

14 February: Journal 1 due

The first journal should cover the lectures, links, and readings from the beginning to American TV 1955-1965.
15-16 February: No Classes

17 February: Classes Resume

29 March-5 April: Spring Break

6 April: Classes Resume

30 April: Journal 2 due

The second should cover those from American TV 1965-1975 to the end.

4 May: Term Ends
ALSO SEE THE ONLINE CALENDAR

Grading:

So how do I grade? So how do I grade? With respect to journals I am looking for quality contributions to the issues we will read about, link to, and discuss.  In general, the higher the quality of discussion in the journal and the greater the reference to the links and readings in the journal, the better the grade. I also rate journals relative to the best journal in class. That journal or journals which I think is the best in the class sets the A grade standard for the class. I grade papers the same way. One word of caution: quantity is not necessarily quality though it sometimes is. I reserve the right to dock you one letter grade per day for any assignment that is late.
There are a total of 100 points you can earn in this class. The following is the breakdown in my grading scale. 

100-95 A

94-90 A-

89-87 B+

86-84 B

83-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-74 C

73-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-64 D

63-60 D-

59 and below E

Class Rules

1.  Please do not talk or play in class during lectures. If you do your attendance grade will be affected.

2.  If you have to leave before the end of class, please do so quietly and do not slam the door upon leaving.

3. Try to get to class on time; if you can't, enter quietly, do not allow the door to slam, and sit in the nearest seat.

4. During class discussions, listen to your fellow students and respond with civility

5.  Turn in assignments on time. Failure to do so may result in the loss of grade points

6. Turn your cell phones off.

7. If you are bringing computers have them ready to go before class begins so that the infamous Windows jingle is not playing during class lectures. I will grade you down if you are surfing on your computer rather than listening and participating in class.

8.  Do not plagarise. Here is my plagiarism policy.  Plagiarism is the taking or the purchasing of words and ideas of another and passing them off as your own. If in a formal paper you quote someone, you must use quotation marks and give a citation to that quote.  Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper citations.  Plagarism will result, at the minimum in a failing grade for the assignment.
By receiving this syllabus or taking this class you accept the stipulations and rules contained in this syllabus.
Required Texts:

The lecture text online is the primary textbook. There are links to short essays in the Encyclopedia of Television (first edition) and to the readings below which you must read.

A word about the online lectures. The lectures are the main text book for the class and is organised like a textbook (www.albany.edu/~rh962349). They are meant to be read like a book from beginning to end. There are three general sections--the first on the technology and early broadcasting history of TV, the second on the history of US TV, and the third which provides glimpses into TV outside the US.

The US section is subdivided into several sections itself. It is divided on the basis of ten year periods--1945-1955, 1955-1965, 1965-1975, 1975-1985, 1985-1995, 1995-2005, 2005-2015. Each of these subsections are further divided into several other subsections--broader historical contexts, institutional history and relations with governmental entities, and programming. Within these sections at the relevant point are the readings you are required to do for the class. At the end of each of these subsections is a "bibliography" with viewing and oral history options. I have used bold and italics to emphasise these sections, subsections, and sub-subsections. There is thus a lot of redundancy in the text. There is even redundancy in the sub-subsections themselves. The programming sections spend a lot of time on genre, for instance. This redundancy, by the way, is intentional and meant to help you as you navigate through the text.

Class will meet during every regularly scheduled class period. Classes begin Classes are suspended between. I am not putting dates next to the lectures because I don’t want this class to be determined by the calendar. I would rather the class go at a pace set in class. Given this you will need to pay attention to where we are in the class schedule and read accordingly. Assignments should be read before class and you should be prepared for any discussion that arises in class.

All lessons are organized on a weekly basis and should be done on a weekly basis.

Here is the broad course outline. 
Week One
Forward and Introduction

Lecture Text: Forward

Lecture Text: Introduction

Readings:
Tom Mascaro, “Documentary”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/D/htmlD/documentary/documentary.htm 

Beth Seaton, “Reality Programming”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/R/htmlR/realityprogr/realityprogr.htm 

Nanetta Durnell and Richard Worringham, “Wildlife and Nature Programs”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/W/htmlW/wildlifeand/wildlifeand.htm 

Joanna Ploeger-Tsoulos & Robbie Shumate, “Science Programs”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/scienceprogr/scienceprogr.htm 

Bernard M. Timberg, “Talk Shows”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/T/htmlT/talkshows/talkshows.htm 

Stanley Baran, “Sports and Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/sportsandte/sportsandte.htm 

Phillip Kierstead, “Network News”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/newsnetwork/newsnetwork.htm 

Chris Patterson, “Local and Regional News”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/newslocala/newslocala.htm 

Week Two:

TV as Technology

Lecture Text: Technology and Television
American TV, 1935-1955

Lecture Text: American Television, 1935-1955

Readings:

Arthur Asa Berger, “Genre”, Encyclopedia of Television

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/G/htmlG/genre/genre.htm 

Roderick Hart and Mary Triece, “US Presidency and Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/U/htmlU/uspresiden/uspresiden.htm 

Sharon Jarvis, “Presidential Nominating Conventions and Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/P/htmlP/presidential/presidential.htm 

Ron Simon, “See it Now”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/seeitnow/seeitnow.htm 

Mary Desjardins, “This is your Life”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/T/htmlT/thisisyour/thisisyour.htm 

Amy Loomins, “Candid Camera”, Encyclopedia of Television

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/candidcamera/candidcamera.htm 

Vance Kepley, Jr. “Victory at Sea”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/V/htmlV/victoryatse/victoryatse.htm 

Michael Epstein, “Fred Friendly”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/F/htmlF/friendlyfre/friendlyfre.htm 

Gary Edgerton, “Edward R. Murrow”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/M/htmlM/murrowedwar/murrowedwar.htm
Week Three:
American TV, 1955-1965

Lecture Text: American Television, 1955-1965

Readings:

Thomas Doherty, “Quiz Show Scandals”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/Q/htmlQ/quizshowsca/quizshowsca.htm 

Erika Tyner Allen, “Kennedy-Nixon Presidential Debates”, 1960, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/K/htmlK/kennedy-nixon/kennedy-nixon.htm 

Thomas Doherty, “Assassination and Funeral of President John F. Kennedy”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/K/htmlK/kennedyjf/kennedyjf.htm 

Anna Everet, “Civil Rights Movement and Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/civilrights/civilrights.htm 

Jennifer Moreland, “Olympics and Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/sportsandte/sportsandte.htm 

Tom Mascaro, “NBC White Paper”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/nbcwhitepap/nbcwhitepap.htm 

Susan Hamovitch, “Robert Drew”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/D/htmlD/drewrobert/drewrobert.htm 

Michael Curtin, “Fred Freed”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/F/htmlF/freedfred/freedfred.htm 

Albert Auster, “Walter Cronkite”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/cronkitewal/cronkitewal.htm 

John Tedesco, “Chet Huntley”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/H/htmlH/huntleychet/huntleychet.htm 

Clayland Waite, “David Brinkley”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/B/htmlB/brinkleydav/brinkleydav.htm
Week Four:

American TV, 1965-1975

Lecture Text: American Television, 1965-1975

Readings:

Pat Aufderheide, “Public Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/P/htmlP/publictelevi/publictelevi.htm 

Richard Bartone, “60 Minutes”, Encyclopedia of Television 

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/60minutes/60minutes.htm 

Garth Jowett, “Selling of the Pentagon”, Encyclopedia of Television 

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/sellingofth/sellingofth.htm 

Daniel Hallin, “Vietnam on Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/V/htmlV/vietnamonte/vietnamonte.htm 

Vidula Bal, “Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/K/htmlK/kingmartin/kingmartin.htm 

Kevin Clark, “Robert F. Kennedy Assassination”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/K/htmlK/kennedyrobe/kennedyrobe.htm 

Albert Auster, “Howard K. Smith”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/smithhoward/smithhoward.htm 

Jimmie Reeves, “Sportscasters” Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/sportscasters/sportscasters.htm 

John Tedesco, “Roone Arledge”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/A/htmlA/arledgeroon/arledgeroon.htm
Week Five:

American TV, 1975-1985

Lecture Text: American Television, 1975-1985

Readings:

Hannah Gourgey, “Vietnam: A Television History”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/V/htmlV/vietnamate/vietnamate.htm 

Douglas Gomery, “Cable News Network”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/cablenewsne/cablenewsne.htm 

Kevin Glynn, “Tabloid Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/T/htmlT/tabloidtelev/tabloidtelev.htm 

Diane Negra, “Tom Brokaw”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/B/htmlB/brokawtom/brokawtom.htm 

Diane Negra, “Dan Rather”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/R/htmlR/ratherdan/ratherdan.htm 

Clayland Waite, “Peter Jennings”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/J/htmlJ/jenningspet/jenningspet.htm
Week Six:

American TV, 1985-1995

Lecture Text: American Television, 1985-1995

Readings:

Charles Acland, “Canadian Broadcasting Corporation Newsworld”, Encyclopedia of Television

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/canadianbro/canadianbro.htm 

Frances Gateward, “Eyes on the Prize”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/E/htmlE/eyesonthep/eyesonthep.htm 

Gary Edgerton, “Ken Burns”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/B/htmlB/burnsken/burnsken.htm 

Gary Edgerton, “Civil War”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/civilwarth/civilwarth.htm
Week Seven:

American TV, 1995-2005

Lecture Text: American Television, 1995-2005

Week Eight:

American TV, 2005-2015

Readings:

Lecture Text: American Television, 2005-2015

Week Nine

World Television

Lecture Text: Introduction to World Television

Canadian Television

Readings:

Lecture Text: Television in Canada

Marc Raboy “Canada”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/canada/canada.htm 

Mary Jane Miller, “Canadian Television Programming in English”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/canadianproge/canadianproge.htm 

Manon Lamontagne, “Canadian Television Programming in French”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/canadianprogf/canadianprogf.htm 

Martin Allor, “The National and the Journal”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/nationalthe/nationalthe.htm 

Greg Elmer, “The Fifth Estate”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/F/htmlF/fifthestate/fifthestate.htm 

P. David Marshall, “Canadian Morning Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/canadianmorn/canadianmorn.htm 

Peter Orlik, “Hockey Night in Canada”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/H/htmlH/hockeynight/hockeynight.htm 

DEGRASSI 

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/D/htmlD/degrassi/degrassi.htm 

Week Ten:

European Television

Lecture Text: Introduction to European Television

Readings:

Jay Blumler, “British Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/B/htmlB/britishtelev/britishtelev.htm 

Manuel Alverado, “British Programming”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/B/htmlB/britishprogra/britishprogra.htm 

Joe Sieder, “’Fly on the Wall’ TV”

http://www.screenonline.org.uk/tv/id/698785/index.html 

Dave Rollinson, “Drama Documentary”

http://www.screenonline.org.uk/tv/id/1103146/index.html 

Anthony Clark, “Authored Documentary”

http://www.screenonline.org.uk/tv/id/898488/index.html 

Albert Moran, “Television in Ireland”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/I/htmlI/ireland/ireland.htm 

Susan Emmanuel, “Television in France”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/F/htmlF/france/france.htm 

Richard Maxwell, “Television in Spain”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/spain/spain.htm 

Giovanni Bechelloni, “Television in Italy”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/I/htmlI/italy/italy.htm 

Soti Triantafillou, “Television in Greece”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/G/htmlG/greece/greece.htm 

Joan Bleicher, “Television in Germany”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/G/htmlG/germany/germany.htm 

J.A. Dunn, “Television in Russia”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/R/htmlR/russia/russia.htm 

Poul Erik Nielsen, “Nordic Television”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/nordictelevi/nordictelevi.htm
Week Eleven:

Television in Oceania

Readings:
Albert Moran, “Television in Australia”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/A/htmlA/australia/australia.htm 

Myles Breen, “Australian Programming”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/A/htmlA/australianpro/australianpro.htm 

Alan McKee, “Australian Programming (Aboriginal), Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/A/htmlA/australianprab/australianprab.htm 

Graham Murdock, “Television in New Zealand”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/N/htmlN/newzealand/newzealand.htm
Week Twelve:

Television in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa

Hussein Amin, “Television in Egypt”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/E/htmlE/egypt/egypt.htm 

Tamar Liebes, “Television in Israel”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/I/htmlI/israel/israel.htm
Jeanette Fox, “Television in Japan”, Encyclopedia of Television

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/J/htmlJ/japan/japan.htm 

Won-Yong Kim, “Television in Korea”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/S/htmlS/southkorea/southkorea.htm 

Zoe Tan, “Television in Taiwan”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/T/htmlT/taiwan/taiwan.htm 

Junhao Hong, “Television in China”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/china/china.htm 

Nikhil Sinha, “Television in India”, Encyclopedia of Television
http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/I/htmlI/india/india.htm 

