HISTORY 370: 
WESTERN AND WORLD CIVILISATIONS SINCE 1400

Lecturer:  Ronald Helfrich 

Office: the classroom before and after class

Office hours:  Monday before and after class

e-mail: rh962349@albany.edu or helfrr@rpi.edu
Class Hours: 6-9:15 

Classroom: 

This class is the second part of the Department’s introduction to Western and World History.  It will navigate through Western and World History from 1400 to the present.  

History always involves selectivity and this course will be no different. Our class will not cover every aspect of World History from the fifteenth century to today.  It will cover selected topics in that history.  It will also concentrate on several themes in Western and World History, specifically politics (nationalism, revolution, political power, political parties) and economics (economic change, class). While these limitations are unfortunate, the time constraints of the course necessitate such selectivity. Be forewarned:  I approach Westerm History from a social scientific angle.

About this class…

Assignments:

There will be several assignments in this class. 

First, you will be required to submit a biography to me. In your biography tell me about yourself, who you are, what your interests—leisure and academic—how you got to SUNY IT, and why you are in this class. This biography should be the first entry in your journal. Speaking of the journal…

Second, you will be required to keep a journal. Journals will constitute 70% of your grade.  Journals should be 4 pages per lesson. They should not simply be full of “I think” or “I feel statements” They should be analytical, systematic, and empirical. Thinking and feeling, in other words, is fine if it is grounded in systematic empirical analysis. For more on them see the Forward to the online lecture text. Journals should be typed, and clipped together or put into a notebook.
So, to summarise and repeat, what would a perfect, well close to perfect, journal look like?

   1 it would be analytical and systematic

   2. it would contain entries that respond to class discussions (class)

   3. it would contain entries that respond to the class lectures online (lectures)

   4. it would contain entries that respond to some, usually at least three per section, links in the lectures and/or the links in the Audio-Visual Materials.

   5. it would contain entries that respond to the book or books we are reading for this class (readings)

It would not necessarily do all of these simultaneously. But it would do them at some point in the journals handed in for the assignment due dates. 
Third, attendance and Participation will constitute 30% of your grade.

Extra Credit may be possible. Talk to me about this.

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES:

Biography due: 31 August

Journal due dates: 5 October and 30 November
Grading:

So how do I grade? With respect to journals I am looking for quality contributions to the issues we will read about, link to, and discuss.  In general, the higher the quality of discussion in the journal and the greater the reference to the links and readings in the journal, the better the grade. I also rate journals relative to the best journal in class. That journal or journals which I think is the best in the class sets the A grade standard for the class. I grade papers the same way. One word of caution: quantity is not necessarily quality though it sometimes is. I reserve the right to dock you one letter grade per day for any assignment that is late.

There are a total of 100 points you can earn in this class. The following is the breakdown in my grading scale. 

100-95 A

94-90 A-

89-87 B+

86-84 B

83-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-74 C

73-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-64 D

63-60 D-

59 and below E

Class Rules

1.  Please do not talk or play in class during lectures. If you do your attendance grade will be affected.

2.  If you have to leave before the end of class, please do so quietly and do not slam the door upon leaving.

3. Try to get to class on time; if you can't, enter quietly, do not allow the door to slam, and sit in the nearest seat.

4. During class discussions, listen to your fellow students and respond with civility

5.  Turn in assignments on time. Failure to do so may result in the loss of grade points

6. Turn your cell phones off.

7. If you are bringing computers have them ready to go before class begins so that the infamous Windows jingle is not playing during class lectures. I will grade you down if you are surfing on your computer rather than listening and participating in class.

8.  Do not plagarise. Here is my plagiarism policy.  Plagiarism is the taking or the purchasing of words and ideas of another and passing them off as your own. If in a formal paper you quote someone, you must use quotation marks and give a citation to that quote.  Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper citations.  Plagarism will result, at the minimum in a failing grade for the assignment.

Required Texts:

The primary source for this class is the online lectures 

Mark Millar; Red Sun Superman
Richard Hughes’ Myths America Lives By
All books are available at Mary Jane’s Bookstore in Albany (http://www.maryjanebooks.com/)

You can get the backs at the store or order them online

Course Schedule:

Week One:

Forward

Introduction: The World in 1400

Week Two:
Chapter One: The Rise of Western Capitalism

Chapter Two: The Rise of the Atlantic World

Chapter Three: Settling New Worlds: Making the West

Chapter Four: Slavery and the New World

Reading: Hughes, Forward, Acknowledgements, and Introduction

Week Three:

Chapter Five: War, Politics, Religion, and Science

Chapter Six: The Enlightenment

Reading: Hughes, Chapter One

Week Four:

Chapter Seven: The American Revolution

Chapter Eight: Creating the United States

Chapter Nine: Industrialisation

Reading: Hughes, Chapter Two

Week Five:

Chapter Ten: Romanticism

Chapter Eleven: The French Revolution, the Age of Napoleon, and the Haitian Revolution

Reading: Hughes, Chapter Three

Week Six:

Chapter Twelve: Power and Nationalism

Chapter Thirteen: Demographics, Politics, Class, Revolution, Imperialism, and Culture
Chapter Fourteen: The US Civil War

Reading: Hughes, Chapter Four

Week Seven:

Chapter Fifteen: The Great War

Reading: Hughes, Chapter Five

Week Eight:

Chapter Sixteen: Communist and Nationalist Revolutions

Chapter Seventeen: The Great Depression

Reading: Hughes, Chapter Six

Week Nine:

Chapter Eighteen: Wars, Genocides, and More Wars

Chapter Nineteen: World War Two

Reading: Hughes, Conclusion

Week Ten:

Chapter Twenty: The Twentieth Century West, The Cold War

Reading: Superman Red Son
Week Eleven:

Chapter Twenty-One: The World We Have Made

