History 100 Syllabus
Lecturer:  Ronald Helfrich 

Office: SS 376

Office hours:

Mailboxes: SS 340 and SS 145 

Visit me at lunch Wednesday in the Dutch Quad Cafeteria between 

e-mail: rh962349@albany.edu or helfrr@rpi.edu
Class Meeting

This course is the first part of the Department of History’s introductory course on American History. It will explore American History from European settlement to the Civil War and Reconstruction. It is a discussion course though hopefully we will engage in discussions throughout the term.

Introduction: 

History always involves selectivity and this course will be no different. Our class will not cover every aspect of American History from the mid to late eighteenth century to today that is simply not possible.  It will cover selected topics in that history, particularly economic, political, and cultural topics. Be forewarned, I approach American History from a topical perspective, a topical perspective that will be largely chronological. And while my lectures will dovetail with the readings they will not do so slavishly.

About this class…

As you will see I do not make attendance mandatory for this class. You don’t have to come to class if you don’t want to. I post all the lectures online so you will be able to find them there (www.albany.edu/~rh962349 or classron.pbwiki.com). There is a downside to not coming to class, however. The main one is that you attendance and participation is 20% of your grade If you choose not to come to class you do have an option. If you can’t or don’t want to come to class you can arrange to meet with me during office hours three times during the term. Doing this will allow you to get full attendance/participation credit.

In this class I will utilize two related strategies to teach this course. First, there will be lectures which will explore the history of the United States (emphasizing political and economic history) from The “Discovery of the New World” to Reconstruction. These lectures will be posted online. Second, during class time itself we will carry on a conversation about history, how historians do history, the construction of historical narratives, historiography, aspects of seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth century US history, how the past relates to the present and so on. 

A brief word about the class. You are responsible for everything in the lectures. I will not be reading the lectures in class. Class instead will be oriented toward audio-visuals and discussion and will be rather like a tutorial. You should, thus, read the relevant lectures before you come to class and be able to contribute to our discussions whatever these might be. 

Finally, pay attention to the media especially The New York Times, The Guardian, NPR, and PBS for stories and programmes on American and World history. The PBS shows American Experience (Monday evening at 9), Frontline (Tuesday evening at 9), Independent Lens (Tuesday evening at 10), and the Friday evening lineup of Bill Moyer’s Journal at 9 pm, Washington Week in Review at 10, and NOW at 10:30 are more than worth exploring.

Assignments:

There will be several assignments in this class. 

First, you will be required to keep a journal.  This will constitute 60% of your grade.  Journals should be 4 pages per lesson. They should not simply be full of “I think” or “I feel statements” They should be analytical, systematic, and empirical. Thinking and feeling, in other words, is fine if it is grounded in systematic empirical analysis. For more on them see the Forward to the online lecture text. Journals should be typed, and clipped together or put into a notebook.
So, to summarise and repeat, what would a perfect, well close to perfect, journal look like? 

1. it would be analytical and systematic 

2. it would contain entries that respond to class discussions (class)

3. it would contain entries that respond to the class lectures online (lectures)

4. it would contain entries that respond to some, usually at least three per section, links in the lectures (links)

5. it would contain entries that respond to the books we are reading for this class (readings)

It would not necessarily do all of these simultaneously. But it would do them at some point in the journals handed in for the assignment due dates. I will, by the way, grade you journals by the criteria above.

Second, attendance and Participation will constitute 20% of your grade.

Third, you will be required to do a paper or a ten to fifteen minute presentation. This paper or presentation can be any aspect of American history between 1400 and 1877 that interests you. Pick a topic you want to do and either come and talk to me about it or email me about it before you embark on your research and writing. ONE SUGGESTION, CHOOSE TO WRITE OR TALK ON SOME ASPECT OF A TOPIC THAT INTERESTS YOU. HISTORY REALLY ENCOMPASSES VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING IN THE KNOWN UNIVERSE. IF YOU ARE A COMMUNICATIONS MAJOR YOU CAN WRITE OR TALK ON SOME ASPECT OF THE HISTORY OF COMMUNICATIONS IN THE PERIOD THIS CLASS ENCOMPASSES. IF YOU ARE AN ART MAJOR YOU CAN WRITE OR TALK ON SOME ASPECT OF ART HISTORY DURING THE PERIOD OUR CLASS ENCOMPASSES. IF YOU ARE A MAJOR IN ONE OF THE SCIENCES YOU CAN WRITE OR TALK ABOUT THE HISTORY OF SOME ASPECT OF PHYSICS OR ASTRONOMY DURING THE PERIOD THIS CLASS ENCOMPASSES. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SPORTS YOU CAN WRITE OR TALK ON THE HISTORY OF SOME ASPECT OF SPORTS HISTORY DURING THE PERIOD THIS COURSE ENCOMPASSES. IF YOU ARE A BUSINESS MAJOR YOU CAN WRITE OR TALK ON SOME ASPECT OF BUSINESS HISTORY DURING THE PERIOD THE COURSE ENCOMPASSES. You can write or present on an author, a composer, a book, a piece of music, several pieces of music, a movie, an architect, a building, a museum exhibit, a sport, a development in one of the hard sciences, some aspect of business history, some aspect of a religious group or movement, and so on. The paper should be at least ten pages in length. The presentation should be at least ten to fifteen minutes in length. It must be based on at least three sources none of them websites. This will constitute 20% of your grade. 
So what would a perfect, again close to perfect, paper look like?

1. it would be based on empirical data (sources)

2. it would utilize a valid interpretive strategy (explication)

3. it would have an introduction with a stated theses, paragraphs that explore and document that thesis with empirical data, and a conclusion (writing)

4. it will contain endnotes or footnotes with proper citations (readings)

I will grade you papers on these criteria.

So what would a close to perfect presentation look like?

1. it would be based on empirical data (sources)

2. it would utilize a valid interpretive strategy (explication)

3. it would have an introduction with a stated theses, paragraphs that explore and document that thesis with empirical data, and a conclusion (presentation)

4. it will make use of valid source materials (readings)

I will grade your presentations on these criteria.  

As for writing your paper, here are a few pointers to always keep in mind:

SOURCES ISSUES:

You should always remain aware of the quality of your sources and maintain skepticism toward them regardless of how many you are using. If you have multiple and apparently contradictory sources ask which source contains relevant details and analysis of events, persons, and outcomes, ask which sources are the most accurate, ask which sources present the issue in the most simplistic way, ask whether or not a subject can be viewed in a number of different ways.  If a source approaches the subject from a particular point of view or bias ask whether its author substantiates and documents his or her argument, ask whether the arguments made demonstrate whether or not this bias is justified. If they aren’t justifiable try to discern why the author of the source is making the argument he or she is, note it—it may be relevant to your research.

As for writing your paper, here are a few pointers to always keep in mind:

WRITING A PAPER, GIVING A LECTURE. First avoid the use of “the” unless absolutely necessary. Second, treat the reader as if he or she knows nothing about your topic. Third, retain a healthy skepticism toward your sources.

STRUCTURAL ISSUES. If you are writing or presenting a standard social science or humanities research paper or presentation topic, your paper or presentation should contain an introduction and a conclusion. The body of your paper should contain your thesis (the point of view about the subject you are expressing and systematically present data making your case for that thesis or argument. 

Class Rules

1.  Please do not talk or play in class during lectures. If you do your attendance grade will be affected.

2.  If you have to leave before the end of class, please do so quietly and do not slam the door upon leaving.

3. Try to get to class on time; if you can't, enter quietly, do not allow the door to slam, and sit in the nearest seat.

4. During class discussions, listen to your fellow students and respond with civility

5.  Turn in assignments on time. Failure to do so may result in the loss of grade points

6. Turn your cell phones off.

7. If you are bringing computers have them ready to go before class begins so that the infamous Windows jingle is not playing during class lectures. I will grade you down if you are surfing on your computer rather than listening and participating in class.

8.  Do not plagarise. Here is my plagiarism policy.  Plagiarism is the taking or the purchasing of words and ideas of another and passing them off as your own. If in a formal paper you quote someone, you must use quotation marks and give a citation to that quote.  Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper citations.  Plagarism will result, at the minimum in a failing grade for the assignment.
Grading:

So how do I grade? With respect to journals I am looking for quality contributions to the issues we will read about, link to, and discuss. In general, the higher the quality of discussion in the journal and the greater the reference to the links and readings in the journal, the better the grade. I also rate journals relative to the best journal in class. That journal or journals which I think is the best in the class sets the A grade standard for the class. I grade papers the same way. One word of caution: quantity is not necessarily quality though it sometimes is. I reserve the right to dock you one letter grade per day for any assignment that is late.
Here is my grading scale:

100-95 A

94-90 A-

89-87 B+

86-84 B

83-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-74 C

73-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-64 D

63-60 D-

59 and below E

By receiving this syllabus or taking this class you accept the stipulations and rules contained in this syllabus.

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES:

Paper and Presentation Topic Due Dates:

Journals: 

Paper: 
Required Texts:
The primary text for this class is the lecture notes found online at www.albany.edu/rh962349 or classron.pbwiki.com
Carl Guarneri, America in the World
Richard Hughes, Myths America Lives By
Arthur Conan Doyle, A Study in Scarlet (Oxford edition)

Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Oxford edition)

These books can be obtained at Mary Jane Books, 215 Western Avenue 

Class will meet during every regularly scheduled class period. We will not meet on. 

Course Outline:

Day One

Introduction to the Course

Lecture Notes: Introduction

Guarneri, Preface and Introduction

Hughes, Introduction

Days Two and Three

The World in 1400

Lecture Notes: Chapter 1

Week Two

The Rise of the Atlantic World

Lecture Notes: Chapter 2

Guarneri, Chapter 1

Week Three

America’s Environment

Lecture Notes: Chapter 3

America’s First Peoples

Lecture Notes: Chapter 4

Week Four

Settling the New Atlantic Worlds

Lecture Notes: Chapter Five

Guarneri, Chapter 2

Settling America

Lecture Notes: Chapter 6

Slavery and the New World

Lecture Notes: Chapter 7

Week Five

Colonial America

Lecture Notes: Chapters 8 and 9

Hughes, Chapter 1

Week Six

The American Revolution

Lecture Notes: Chapter 10

Hughes, Chapter 2

Week Seven

Creating America

Lecture Notes: Chapter 11

Hughes, Chapter 3

The New United States

Lecture Notes: Chapter 12

Hughes, Chapter 4

Guarneri, Chapter 3

Week Eight

Jeffersonian America

Lecture Notes: Chapter 13

Week Nine

Early American Culture

Lecture Notes: Chapter 14

Week Ten

Jacksonian America

Lecture Notes Chapters 15 and 16

Doyle, Study in Scarlet
Week Eleven

The Road to Civil War

Lecture Notes: Chapter 17

Twain, Huckleberry Finn
Week Twelve

The Civil War

Lecture Notes: Chapter 18

Hughes, Chapter 5

Week Thirteen

Reconstruction

Lecture Notes: Chapter 19

Hughes, Chapter 6

