History 131 Discussions
What do you think of when you think of Europe? What is Europe? Have you ever heard of Christendom? The Mediterranean World?

--Have any of you ever been to Europe? Where? What struck you about Europe? Did anything about the geography of the “continent” strike you? What do you remember about Europe? Its cities? Its countryside?

--Today I want to discuss how historians and social scientists use documents to interpret history. Documentary analysis, the utilization of materials contemporaneous to the history one is trying to interpret, are, of course, and have been central to the historical and social scientific enterprise. Again, how historians and social scientists “use” documents says something about their theoretical perspectives and ideological presuppositions. By the way, it is unacceptable to take a position like one of my students did in the past—that it is OK to “hate” Buffy the Vampire Slayer but to have never seen it. This extra sensory perception approach to history is simply bizarre.

-- What did you think of this class? What did you like about it? What would you change? What did you think about the book?
