Class Comments  Religion and Society

Viewing: “The Most Hated Family in America”, Louis Theroux, BBC-2
My notes on the documentary, “The Most Hated Family in America”

This documentary raises a number of questions that are crucial to this class:

What is religion? How do we define religion?

Westboro as a social and cultural group or movement

Westboro demographics:

Men, women. White? Somewhat family based.

Economics: 

Lawyers, nurses.

Fred “Gramps” Phelps was a civil rights lawyer

Westboro Culture:

Gender:

Women very active.

Westboro as a Meaning System

Most of us, I assume, would define the Westboro Baptist Church, the subject of Louis Theroux’s documentary for BBC 2, as a religious group, A Christian religious group.

Westboro and Christian history:

Protestant, Evangelical-Fundamentalist?, Calvinist (anti-Arminian), biblical inerrancy

Culture as a manufacturer of identities and communities:

Westboro Baptist Church

Us. Doing god’s work, following the commandments of god, the only people living the Word of God (Bible). We, Us, have the TRUTH. Others do not.

 “others” for Westboro members?

   “fags”, “fag lovers”, “Jews”, “Episcopalians”, “fornicators”

Hostility and identity:

Has hostility toward Jews, Anabaptists, Quakers, Mormons, and Westboro, in some cases, strengthened the in-group sense of identity? 

Westboro and the media:

   books, pamphlets, magazines, TV, the internet

Ideologies (beliefs, doctrines, theologies), practices (rituals, rites of passage, symbols), organizational or institutional forms. Meaning systems, of course, are made up of these.

Westboro Baptist ideology:

“prophetic”

“Biblical”

“preach the gospel”

“married to Christ”?

“testimony”

apocalyptic, “the last days”, “the judgement of God”, “doom”, “perversion”, US as country of “fags” and “fag enablers”

Westboro and socialization:

 How are meaning systems passed on from generation to generation?

   socialization? brainwashing? 

Is there a difference between descent saints (those who have been members of the religious group from birth) and consent saints (those who convert to the faith)?

Not entirely separatist. Kids go to public school. Young adults go to more secular colleges. Washburn is a public university with a school of law.

Westboro and academics. Second order analysis

Can we typlogise the Westboro Baptist Church?

   Christian? church? sect? new religious movement? evangelical? separatist?

   deterministic? Arminian?

Louis Theroux, Britishness, and those looney Yanks. Louis, like any documentarian, limits what he shows you of the group. Does Louis assume that reality is how he thinks (fetishisation of a meaning system)? Louis hermeneutic—Phelps as “angry” “rageoholic”

Social Constructionists, Foucault, and the power of categorization. Shirley and Louis debate issues related to classification. For social constructionists and Foucault categorization is grounded in power relations (those with power and influence categorise). Deviance and social constructionist deviance theory.

How can we study religion?

   ethnography, history, surveys, statistical analysis

Defining Religion

--orthodoxy versus heresy

   accepting definitions of some particular religious group or groups

--accepting the classifications of the groups themselves

   Mormons as Christians

--structuralist versus functionalist

   institution versus cultural

   sociological typologies

What to Pay Attention to:

Institutional forms

Power structures

Ideologies:

Sacred myths 

Rituals

Theodicies

Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms

Legitimation forms

Justification of inequality (race, class, gender)

Social control

Social change

Spiritualities 
Reading: Fundamentalism: The Search for Meaning/Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction by Malise Ruthven

Ruthven’s book is, of course, a product of its time. The importance of evangelicals in the election of Ronald Reagan over evangelical Jimmy Carter brought a renewed interest in evangelicalism and fundamentalism to the academic community. The increasing importance of radical Islam, the revolt of the Buddhist Tamil Tigers, the growth of “fundamentalist” Hinduism has led to an increased academic interest in cross-cultural fundamentalisms. 

Discussion: 

Can the term fundamentalism be used to describe important religious social movements in Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism? Can fundamentalisms in all their forms be described as reactions to modernity? Globalization?

Do fundamentalisms reject pluralism? Are fundamentalisms democratic? Absolutist? Theocratic? Do fundamentalists see the state as the mechanism by which to defend private virtue and public morality

Are fundamentalists literalists? Inerrantists?

Are fundamentalisms inherently patriarchal? Misogynistic?

Are nationalisms and fundamentalisms grounded in faith rather than empirical fact? Does religion deepen nationalism by serving as a motivating device via manicheanism? Are nationalisms and fundamentalisms ethnocentric? Do fundamentalisms and nationalisms provide meaning, motivation, and sanction for violence and martyrdom? Do nationalisms and fundamentalisms bleed into each other? Is fundamentalism compatible with or a variant of nationalism? Do fundamentalisms by rejecting symbolic interpretations of sacred texts release violence within those in these movements? Is Pesach/Passover ethnocentric? Did secular Zionism secularise ad historicise Jewish eschatology and its messianic hopes? 

Does fundamentalism give believers an us versus them sense? Are hair scarves, bonnets, hats, tee totaling, abstaining from caffeinated beverages symbolic markers of identity boundaries between fundamentalism and the world?

Do fundamentalists believe that god rewards the faithful with success in this world?

Is fundamentalist militancy a sign of despair? Has TV contributed to the rise of fundamentalist militancy?

Are fundamentalist apocalypticisms hazardous to the health of human beings?

What were the symbols of the Peoples Temple? How did they maintain their boundaries with the world? Was the Peoples Temple in a highly tense relationship with its broader environment? Was Jim Jones charismatic? Where you find charisma do you usually find sex? Was there a good reason for Jones’s and the Peoples Temple paranoia? Was there some validity to the conspiracy theories of the Peoples Temple? Did the visit of Leo Ryan to Jonestown lead to a collapse and the fact that some people wanted to leave Guyana with Jones undermine the plausibility structures of the Peoples Temple?

Studying Religion

--historical

   sacred or secular

   Mormons: god in history

--statistical/surveys

   General Social Survey

--ethnographic

   observer or participant/observer

--problems of measuring religiosity

   institutional bias of concept

--emic (native) versus etic (outsider, scholarly, nonbeliever) approaches

Reading: Chinese Religious Traditions by Joseph Adler

Explanations—naturalistic, economic developments, urbanization, institutional vs

   diffused religion, political structural, families central

Institutional forms—

   Official—Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism (hold in check until we study Buddhism)

   Popular—Popular Religion

Variations—Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Popular religion have changed over time

   Classical Confucianism and Daoism varies from changes in both during Han era

Syncretism—all religious forms have interacted with and impacted one another

Power structures—all religions, including the popular, have had connections to imperial

   house..rationalise hierarchies (elite…bureaucratic..monastic…class/status…gender)…

   mandate of heaven

Ideologies—

   Confucianism—

      Kongzi (500s BCE)

         experts on written tradition (wen)

         restore elaborate rituals surrounding the official and private conduct of the

            ruling elite (li)

         ethical emphasis—need to fulfill the moral nature of oneself and society

            ren, humanness, humaneness

            li, performing rituals, being respectful to elders and ancestors, not doing

               to others what you don’t want done to you

           junzi, superior human, he who has cultivated a life of learning (xue) and a 

              life of li, wen, and ren…good ruler governs through virtue and people follow

              him as a result (no coercion)

         Mengzi

            ruler responsible for the people…ruler father and mother of the people

            humans incline to good…the good is innate in humans

            superior person model of emulation

         Xunzi

            human nature inclined toward evil…heaven (tien) has no moral will…sages of 

          past can lead people toward their humanity...one becomes a sage through self

          transformation
   Daoism—

      Laozi

         mythic figure

         Daodejing (Classic of the Way and its Power)—orally transmitted. Cf Q

            fulfilling life must be modeled after the Dao of nature…must live in harmony

            with social and natural reality…government natural

            refrain from unnatural action (wuwei)…act spontaneously in accord with nature…

            doing this brings harmony including harmony to the realm

            Confucianism is artifice 

      Zhuangzi

         humans natural beings

         humans must harmonise their thinking and behaviour with the Dao (the patterns

            and rhythms of nature)

         nature is in a constant state of flux…humans should delight in this constant state of 

            change and adapt to it…we can see things from the perspective of the Dao by

            sitting and forgetting (meditation)

   Utopianism

   Theodicy—why did Shang and Zhou decline and China fall into a period of war

      between the states? 

   Contexts—warring period…trying to restore consensus…popular relation to

      agricultural cycle

      Han (206 BCE-220 CE)

      Han Popular—divination, ancestor worship, existence of ghosts, departed ancestors

         remain part of family

         doctrine of yin and yang…division of unity…female/male…pattern of change…

         5 phases (wuxing) of yin and yang, water, fire, wood, earth, metal

         2 souls correspond to yin and yang…hun, yang soul and po, yin soul…

            hun, bright, airy, intelligent, spiritiual…po, dark, heavy, sensual, spiritual

            hun rises to heaven, po stays with the body and becomes a ghost…hun remains

            contented as long as ancestor worshipped by family

         humans can become gods

      Han Confucianism

         Becomes state “religion”…legitimates imperial authority (cf. Constantine and Xy)

         government reorganized…government headed by “scholars of the 5 Classics”…

            imperial college established to train officials in the 5 Classics and their

           application

         Dong Zhoushu incorporates yin/yang into Confucianism

      Han Daoism

          ties to state…Huang Lao—ruler can become a sage in accordance with the Dao

          revelations to Zhong Daoling give instructions on morality, meditation, cures for

            diseases via rituals of petition to various deities and ritual recitation of the

            Daodejing…development of priesthood          

          alchemy incorporated into Daoism by Master who embraces simplicity (320)

          revelations through Yang Xi reveal that these come from various deities

            called perfect ones (shenren) who occupy heaven of great purity (taiqing)…

         further instructions provided on production of alchemical elixirs, advanced

         meditations and visualizations for purfying qi (stuff all things are composed of)…

         humans can achieve identity with the Dao via spiritual practice and become deities

         identity with the Dao gained through spiritual excerises, dietary practices, alchemy,

            and sexual rituals

         3 forms of qi—located in head, chest, and abdomen…deity resides in each part

            of body as well as in the stars (in nature)…visualize colours to strengthen these 

         3 heavens all hierarchically organized that are above the 6 heavens populated by 

            other Chinese deities

         Daoist holy women

      Contexts—Buddhism enters China

   Song (960-1279)...economic reforms, educational reforms, urbanization, trade,

          rationalization and centralization of bureaucracy, invention of printing, syncretism

         Libo, Bureau of Rites, governs ritual calendar

      Neo-Confucian revival

         Neo-Confucians attribute decline to Daoism and Buddhism…emphasis on moral

            classics…shift away from the classics with accompanying emphasis on Analects,

            Mengzi, Great Learning (Daxue), and Centrality of Commonality (last two

            chapters from the Classic of Ritual and Classic of Change (Zhongyong)…

            emphasis on study of history, philosophy, and literature…emphasis

            on rituals and sacrifice…

         Cheng Zhu Neo-Confucianism becomes dominant and their system becomes central

            to the civil examination (social mobility)

          Zhang Zai (1020-1077) Neo-Confucianism…important metaphysics

            developments…li (that which directs the universe) and qi (that which extends

            throughout the universe)

      Daoism

         New Daoist sects arise

      Popular Religion

         Local and regional deities become national…

         Traditional deities (bureaucratic), Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist deities, animal

         and nature deities

         Bodhisattva Guanyin (the Bodhisattva of Compassion and help in childbirth) and

         Mazu (protector of those in need become prominent…both female

         Yijing remains important

   Ming (1368-1644)

      Confucianism

         Zhu Yi emphasis the pursuit of sagehood by the educated individual…need to

         overcome qizhi zhi xian, ones psycho-physical nature that clouds ones moral

         nature (bienxing)…help of sages needed to accomplish this…

         Lu Jiuyun argues that achieving sagehood is relatively easy and can be 

         accomplished by basically anyone…

         Wang Yang Ming argues that we always know what is right through our moral

         intuition

      Daoism

         further developments in spiritual techniques to purify qi though internally 

         rather than through the use of alchemical elixirs…emphasis on interrupting

         sexual activities to keep and direct, through visualization, it to highest field

         new sects—Zhengyi

         which claims to be a return to the Daoism of the Masters…rituals of renewal

         for localities…hereditary priesthood

        Quanzhen—emphasis on individual purification…priests and practitioners

         trained in monasteries 

   Nineteenth and Twentieth Century

      fall of imperial China…Republic of China…Communist China…Taiwan

      attempts at modernization by Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism…attempt

      to adapt to Western world and its science

      Popular Religion

         priests at Temples mostly Daoists…hired by people to perform rituals in temples

         and in homes of individuals

         gods, ghosts, ancestors 

         official gods reflect social structure of China…fu, traditional gods, include

         charismatic figures, military heroes, and cultural heroes…shi, temporary earth

         gods, city gods, kitchen deities, Jade Emperor (social model: imperial

         bureaucrats, magistrates, local officials)

         ghosts—spirit of ancestor who has no family to perform rituals or who died

         irregularly…can cause troubles for families and sometimes others (theodicy)

         reciprocity or mutual obligations to living and dead emphasized

         spirit mediums or shamans (can be female) mediate conflict 

         fortune telling

      Daoism

          Daoist deities said to occupy 3 highest heavens
Rituals—ancestor worship, temple visitations, prayers at temples, sacrifices,

   festivals

   official—sacrifice to heaven during winter solstice and sacrifice to the earth during

   summer solstice

Mythologies—names of the three sovereigns from the 29th, 28th, 27th centuries BCE

   metaphorical. Fuxi (domesticator of animals), Shennong (originator of agriculture),

   Huangdi (inventor of writing, boats, carts, silk trade) mythic figures. Symbolic

   narratives of describing how these world events came about. Not historical.

   multiple deities, demons, ghosts

Sacred Texts—Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Popular Religion have their sacred

   texts.

      Confucianism—Analects, Mengzi

      Daoism—Dao de jing or Laozi, Juangzi

      Popular—Yijing (Classic of Changes), Shujing (Classic of Documents), Xiajing

      (Classic of Filiality), and Shijing (Classic of Odes) 

Origins—Adler offers naturalistic and power explanations

Identity—membership in Chinese religion makes one Chinese

Gender—women as second class

Religious Origins

Theories—sacred, economic (Marx—ideas of the ruling class/liberatory, deprivation,

   relative deprivation, status anxiety, economic change), political (reaction to

   democratization), cultural (creating meanings, reemergence of Puritan ideas, Bible

   centred seekers), geographic (meaning to surroundings, trying to understand natural

   events), consensus (religion functions to keep society in harmony) versus conflict

   (religion divides society—mainstream liberal versus outsider evangelical faiths)
Reading: Hinduism by Cybelle Shattuck and

Hinduism: A Very Short Introduction by Kim Knott

Approach—textual analysis

Diversity of India.—4 language families…17 official languages…many of these

   Languages associated with specific varieties of Hinduism

Nepal—Hindu 

Institutional forms—multiple Hinduisms from the intellectual Hinduism of the 

   sages, to those who worship Vishnu, to those who worship Krishna

The multiplicity of Hinduisms…Popular versus intellectual versions of Hinduism, abstract/personal, community Hinduism, regional Hinduism

Syncretism…Hinduism (official and popular), Islam, Christianity

Power structures—Brahmins, saddhus, sages, and teachers, increasingly important

    role of BNP/Hindu Nationalist Party

History

   Early Indus civilization speculative

   I-E invasion? Sanskrit is Indo-European

Ideologies

   God acts in history

   Dharma—law, duty, justice, virtuousness

   Hinduism focuses more on behaviour than belief

   Sacred imminent in the world

   Early Hinduism—speculative

      pantheon of gods—associated with natural and cultural forces (mon, sun, earth, sky,

         wind, night, warfare, healing, ritual (cf. to Ancient Greece and Rome also I-E and

         Ancient China)

      fire sacrifice central to religious practice…means of communication with the gods…

         error in ritual thought to be dangerous to order

      hierarchical social order

      Vedas—provide knowledge for proper performance of the fire ritual

          Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda, Yajur Veda
      Other important texts—Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads (explain true nature of

         the rituals…philosophical…600 BCE-300 BCE)

         varnas (castes)—brahmin (mouth…priests), rajanya/kshatrya (arms…rulers),

         vaishyas (thighs…artisans, merchants, farmers), shudras (feet…service class)

            caste hierarchy parallels hierarchy in nature…castes could not intermarry…

            status based on work…uncleaner the work-lower the caste…higher the caste-

            normally greater the wealth

      Brahma/Antaryamin as supreme god

      Samsara—cycle of rebirth

      Karman—system of merits...every human action impacts whether one is reborn

      Moksha—liberation from karman and samsara…yoga one means of attaining

         Moksha…
Epic and Classical Period (400 BCE-100 CE)   

   Increasing importance of Mahabharata and one of its parts, the Bhagavad Gita
      Krishna important in Gita
      wise man free of desires…everyone should carry out actions appropriate to their

      dharma…attitude important…do good for Krishna

   After rise of Buddhism and Jainism Hinduism loses its leading role in 

      India…Gupta Period (320-500 CE) Hinduism becomes once again dominant in

      SE Asia…State funds temple building…systems of astrology and astronomy 

      develop to calculate the ritual calendar…texts studied carefully…philosophy

      flourishes…temples brought under control of Brahmins (priests)

   Theism....local deities brought into brahmanical system with Brahma as one

      God

    Tantrism…merging yoga and esoteric practices 

    Upanishadic philosophy, devotional practice, and yoga merge to produce a 

      devotional movement that emphasizes devotion over rituals

    Purunas—compendiums of myths, legends, and histories that reflect popular

      theism…18 Puranas…most Hindus consider them scripture…read across castes…

      each Purana tends to focus on a particular deity (origins, sacred places)…explore

      social duties (liberation from rebirth, observances, rites for the dead, descriptions of

      places of pilgrimage, importance of doing charity and giving gifts, how one can gain

      a living, Brahma as support of cosmos…discusses the creation of the 

      world, dissolution of the world, ages of the world, genealogies of the dynasties…

      whenever there is trouble in the world an avatara will come to earth to make it

      right...avatars—Vishnu/Krishna,, Shiva, Devi, Rama…4 ages—age when dharma
      strongest…Kali Yoga, age when dharma weakest…age when dharma depleted…

      age when world recreated…avatars meed needs of specific era
      Puranic Traditions—Vaishnavas (those who believe Vishnu supreme), Shaivas (those

         Believe Shiva supreme), and Shaktis (those who believe Devi—female deity)

         supreme

         Shiva’s wife is Sati…she sacrifices herself for her husband

         Other important secondary deities—Ganesha (god of overcoming obstacles),

        Murukan (related to Shiva), Hauman (monkey who

         aided Rama in Ramayana
        also ghosts, human beings who become divine

      Bhakti—devotional movement…began in S. India spread northward…

         movement of poet-saints from Tamil…poet-saints came from all levels

         of Indian society…traveled from holy site to holy site…vernacular…

         popular

      Popular—temples become ritual centres

   Mediaeval Period—Muslims enter India in 11th c…1211 Delhi Sultanate marked 

      beginning of Muslim rule in SE Asia…Mughals (1526-1757), Muslim power

      in SE Asia…

      Tantrism—Tantric texts 8th century CE…blending of esoteric yoga philosophy with

         popular theism…cosmology Puranic…body microcosm of cosmos…

         yogic practices reverse creation via physical and mental control…gurus can help

         through this process…gurus authority from personal spirituality and ability

         to help others attain enlightenment (all is one)…yantras or mantras used as aid

         to enlightenment…sounds as aids to enlightenment: sound, like OM, have power

      Advaita Vendanta or Non-Dual Vendanta—most influential Hindu philosophy…most

         known Hindu school in the West…associated with Shan Kara (c.798-820 CE)

         only one reality, Brahma…apparent diversity of sensory world maya, illusion…

         one can recognize that perception illusion and that there is nothing but Brahman…

         two forms, sarjana argues Brahman as personal deity…nirguna, Brahman has no

            attributes 

      Vishista Advaita or Dualist Vendanta—Brahman as personal…Brahman ground of all

         exitstence…matter and individual souls parts of Brahman…Brahman omniscient

         and omnipotent…souls maintain  individuality even after death…act with

         detachment…devotion by self-surrender…contemplation…live in communion

         with deity…merge with Brahman
       Mediaeval Bhakti—some saw god in abstract terms others in personal terms, in

         murti, in temple icon

         Kabir…saw god as abstract…believed everyone had god within them…

            believed each person through devotion could become one with god…

            communion achieved through satsong (keeping company with other Bhaktis)

            and kirtan (singing songs of praise)

   Modern Hinduism 1772-today

      adaptation to modernity  

      19th and 20th century Hindu revivals

      20th century Hinduism has become part of the Indian national identity…India

         won independence in 1947

      with these changes and the prominence of Christians and Muslims attempts 

         to define Hinduism have become important

      Renouncers…meditate and cultivate detachment

      Priests chant and make offerings

      Popular—public and private worship of deities in temples and in homes…timing

         of rituals regulated…performed at specific times of the day, month, year as

         determined by the lunar cycle…rituals performed to mark transition points in one’s

         life or in one’s family situation…belief in ghosts, possession (exorcisms)…

         importance of horoscopes 

      Movements…

         Brahmo Samaj…founded by Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833)…influenced

            by western philosophy and Upanishads and Brahma

           Sutras...deistic…tolerant…syncretistic: all relgions same at core…emphasis on

           ethics…divine reflected in world

         Arya Samaj…established by Dayananda Saravati (1824-1883)…Vedas highest

            source of ethics…emphasis on Rig Veda…opposed to Christian and Muslim

            attempts to missionise Hindus…social reform emphasis…opposed child

            marriages

        Ramakrishna Mission…founder Vivekananda Ramakrishna (1836-1886)…

            emphasis on Kali…emotional discipline…channel energies in body…self

            and brahma unity…believed all religions true…recognized as a saint during

            his lifetime…

            his disciple Swami Vivekananda influential in S. Africa, South Asia, and the

               West…attended World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893…his

               brand of Hinduism became very popular in West and he established the

               Vendanta Society in NYC in 1985

        Ramakrishna mission had social reform emphasis

ALL OF THESE MOVEMENTS APPEALED TO ENGLISH EDUCATED MIDDLE CLASS HINDUS

   Global Hinduism

Sacred myths 

Rituals

   Temple rituals—performed by priests 3 times a day…core of this is the

      ritual puja, ritual worship of the deity (murti)…murti clothed, adorned

      with flowers, offered food and drink…special portable murti carried in

      processions…shielded with umbrellas when this is done…lighted lamps

      of camphor waved in front of murti…worshippers cup hands over flame…

   Domestic rituals—shrines in home…each home has a space set aside for the

      household deities…households usually worship several deities but have a

      ishtadevata or “chosen deity” with whom they have a special relationship…

      deities guests…pujas performed daily and weekly…high caste families

      sometimes hire Brahmins to perform household rituals…

   Pilgrimages

   Festivals

   Life cycle rituals—guide Hindus along the path to dharma toward samsara, 

      perfection and liberation…rituals of initiation, marriage, and death…

      female life cycle rituals related to puberty (girls first period), acquiring a good

     husband, welfare of families, pregnancy

Symbols

   Temples as symbolic

      temples became ritual centres in Classic Period…perceived of as places where the

         gods are immanent…northern and southern temple architecture varies…all

         temples correlate to cosmos and divine body…oriented to cardinal points….

         Garbha-griha (womb-house, egg house) at heart of all temples…central deity

            of temple here (murti)…

      prior to twentieth century supported by royal and wealthy patrons

      today temple funds are used to support charities, schools, and hospitals

   Sacred rivers—Ganges…purifies

Official versus popular—the Hindusism of the priests, intellectuals, and masses…

   priests—ritual performances

Religious practitioners

   Intellectuals—philosophically oriented, abstract

   Saddhus or holy men…renunciators…fasting…celibacy…asceticism…revered by

      masses
   gurus—teach a small number of disciples

   folkhealers…traditional medical ideologies grounded in religion

Gender—women not allowed to study the Vedas, Sati
Explanations—naturalistic (cycle of seasons)

   Rama vanquishes a-dharma or chaos (cf Berger)

   class and stratification

   Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms

   Theodicies—rebirth and the caste system

      Legitimation forms

      Justification of inequality (race, class, gender)—caste system 

      Social control—caste system

   Hinduism and colonialism—Britain and the construction of notions of Hinduism…

      British imperialism and Indian (and Hindu) identity

   Hindu nationalism—Hindu “fundamentalism”, 80% of India Hindu…

      Hinduism provided the ideology, symbols, rituals, and ideal for Indians

         under British imperial rule…When British outlawed sati and child marriages

         it served as culture of resistance…used by resisters to gain support

         from the masses…used Indian resistance to Mughal rule to promote resistance

         to British rule…Gandhi extended dharma duty to include duty to India…

         with independence devotion to Kali eventually became devotion to Bharat
         Mata, Mother India…stresses and strains since Indian constitution

         guaranteed religious and economic minorities a cut of the political and

         economic pie 

   Hinduism and the manufacture of otherness—Muslims, Christians

   Hinduism and the legitimation of status groups or castes—karma
   Adaptation to modernity…impact of urbanization, technology, regional variations,

      and globalization on Hinduism (cf Ruthven)    

Religion as a Meaning System

--functionalist

--cultural and ideological approach

--Humans are meaning giving animals

--Humans are enmeshed in webs of meaning they have manufactured (social

   constructionism, Geertz)

Reading: Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction by Damien Keown

--Of the books we have read thus far I like this the best. Nice, brief summary of Buddhist history with a good deal of attention to important doctrines of the Buddhist faith.

--Buddhism and the issue of what is a religion

--Since Buddhism involves a lot of psychology is it a psychology? Is psychology like a religion?

--Buddhism as a cult…Buddhism as a sect. Cf. Weber

--Buddhism and the problem of succession. Cf Weber

--Buddhism as a new religious movement in the West

Is desire or unsatisfactoriness the basis of all human suffering?

Institutional forms—Theraveda—South Asia—and Mahayana—North Asia

Variations—Buddhism has taken many different forms

Syncretism—In many places Buddhism has been fused with local “religious”

   traditions (example: Tibet)

Power structures—no centralized hierarchy; important national figures (e.g., Dahlia

   Lama), sangha, monks—not clergy, important teachers with small groups of disciples

Ideologies:

*Dharma—law

* Buddha-sasana, the teachings of the Buddha about the way to enlightenment

*ahimsa, non-harming; most Buddhists vegetarians and pacifists. Cornerstone

   of Buddhist ethics

*kamma, karma—wheel of rebirth

   six realms of 31 levels, 3 spheres

   six realms—p. 31—hell, animals, ghosts, titans, humans, gods

   three spheres—p. 36—sphere of sense desires, sphere of pure forms, sphere

      of formlessness
*Four Noble Truths—life is suffering, suffering is caused by craving, suffering can

   have an end, there is a path—dharma—which leads to the end of suffering

*Five factors of individuality—physical body, sensations and feelings, cognitions,

   character traits and dispositions, consciousness and sentience

*the Eightfold Path—

   wisdom

      right understanding

      right resolve

   morality

      right speech

      right action

      right livelihood

   meditation

      right effort

      right mindfulness

      right meditation

   *5 Precepts—do not kill, steal, partake of the immoral, lie, take intoxicants

      there are more precepts for monks

   *3 cardinal virtues—non-attachment, benevolence, understanding

      opposite—greed, hatred, delusion

Mahayana (Great Vehicle)

   additional sacred texts…Mahayana Sutras (one of these Lotus Sutra)

   deities

   *Buddhas 3 bodies (earthly, heavenly, transcendental) and

      several Buddhas) and that he was continuing to work on behalf

      of humankind

   *3 stages of Boddhisatva—conversion—initiation—vow to help others

      6 virtues of Boddhisatvas—generosity, morality, patience, courage, meditation,

         wisdom

   6 perfections—generosity (dana), morality (sila), patience (ksanti), courage

      (virya), meditation (samadhi), wisdom (prajna) 

      Nagarjuna (circa 150 CE)…dharmas impermanent and lacked any inherent

         reality…since all is emptiness, unreal, our perceptions, our fears, our ingnorance

         are the source of our inability to achieve enlightenment

Sacred myths—creation myth, tales of the Buddha including tales about his previous

   lives, Tibetian mythic tales

Rituals—initiation rites associated with becoming a monk; pilgrimage sites connected

   with the life of the Buddha—rock carvings of the Buddha, monuments, monasteries

Theodicies—unsatisfactoriness or desire as the source of all suffering

Spiritualities—meditation is said to lead to enlightenment (monks seeking after

   nirvana)—meditation as experiential Buddhism—8 levels of trance (jhanas). 4

   measureless states. See page 88—claims made that the highest levels of meditation

   allow one to experience heaven—missionary impulse (spread to other areas of Asia

   via missionaries)

Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms

Legitimation forms--

Justification of inequality (race, class, gender) notion that one’s stored karmic energy

   may influence the family you are born into, your social status, your physical

   appearance, and your character and personality traits in a future life—Buddha’s

   hesitancy to form order of Buddhist nuns

Social control

Social change

Official versus popular—monks v. laity?

Chinese and Japanese Buddhism

History—Buddhism entered China during the post-Han period of disunity in China…

   23 CE-220 CE…unlike Confucianism and Daoism it was world denying

   trade between the Mediterranean, India, and China meant that not only were there 

   trade routes that connected these regions but that ideas traveled along these trade routes

Ideologies of Primitive Buddhism:

   Buddha’s teachings called Dharma, way or truth

   karma (natural law of cause and effect, samsara (cycle of birth, death, and rebirth),

       moksha (liberation from the cycle of samsara)…

   dukkha (unsatisfactoriness, suffering)...

   anataman (no atman)…there is no immortal, unchanging self or soul…a person is a

      temporary collection of dharmas (elements of existence)…5 dharmas…

         form (body), sensation (sense organs), perception (memory registration of sensory

         data)…will or karmic disposition (predisposition to act in certain ways because

          of our unresolved karma), and consciousness

         a mistaken notion of the self lies at the heart of or tendency to crave things and

            dislike things and people

   all things are interdependent

   Schools of Classic Buddhism:

      Theraveda—gods exist but are irrelevant for liberation

      Mahayana—Buddhism in Tibet, China, Japan

Syncretism—influenced over time by Chinese meaning systems and influenced them

   Ideologies of Chinese Buddhism

Buddhist texts translated into Chinese…new scriptures added to Chinese and Japanese

         Buddhism

      Chinese Buddhism diverse—Pure Land, Tiantai, Huayin, Chan (Zen in Japan)

589-618 Sui Period in China

   Pure Land…faithful could be reborn into the company of Boddhisatva Amitabha and be

      freed from dukkha in a heavenly paradise (pure or happy land)…cosmic cycles—

      present age in decline and made up of 3 cycles: period of correct dharma (zhengfa)

      during which people can hear and understand the Buddha’s teachings, the period of

      pseudo-dharma (xiangfa) during which only a semblance of the Buddha’s teachings

      can be understood but only by some, and the end of dharma (mofa) a period when 

      enlightenment will no longer be possible

      influential among populace

     popular in Japan

   Tintai…emphasis on Lotus Sutra…things have a kind of existence but they lack self-

      existence or self-nature

   Huayan…emphasis on Avatamskaya Sutra (the Flower Garland Sutra)…everything

      Contains the ultimate truth of every other thing

   Chan/Zen (Knowledge beyond Words)

      enlightenment cannot be obtained trough the studies scriptures alone…can be

      obtained via meditation…everyone can achieve enlightenment

      Various forms of Chan/Zen…Hongzhi Xhenjue (1091-1157)…illumination through

         just sitting…Dahui Zonggao (1089-1163) gongan (Japanese koan) meditation,

        a form of short meditation or anecdote with no logical answer that leads to

        enlightenment

960-1279 Song Period in China

   Buddhist develops

      Two female deities rise to prominence…Bodhisattva Guanyin, the Bodhisattva of

         compassion…according to the Lotus Sutra Guanyin will grant immediate salvation

         to anyone who calls for help in her name…Guanyin most popular deity in E. Asia…

         Mazu…began life as a local deity who protected those at sea…became a deity who

         who helped those in need

1677-1911 Quing Period in China

   Moderinisation of Chinese Buddhism…

      Yang Wenhu (1837-1911)…argues that Buddhism and Science are compatible…

         emphasis on social service

Religion—Typologies

--orthodox/unorthodox

--normal/abnormal

--church

--denomination

--sect

--cult…new religious movement

Are “Cults” Really that Different and Dangerous?
--are the ideologies of any mainstream religion really that different from those of new

      religious movements?

--don’t all nations, groups, corporations, and cliques socialize? Isn’t socialization a 

      continuum? Aren’t there greater and lesser degrees of socialization?

--isn’t the notion of brainwashing ideological? Given the demographics of new religious

   movements and the fact that most people who are subject to NRM proselytisation don’t

   join the NRM can we even speak of brainwashing going on?

--don’t many organizations engage in PR work? Aren’t they often uncomfortable with

      how they are portrayed by their critics?

--don’t many organizations collect monies from people

--don’t anti-cultists have an axe to grind? Isn’t the power to define what is normal and

      and abnormal often behind cult panics and other moral panics?

--throughout history haven’t new religious movements often been accused of political

      and sexual deviance? Given this shouldn’t we be skeptical of such claims?

--how would you feel if something you really believed in was put down repeatedly by

      others to your face?

--aren’t journalistic and popular conceptions of cult grounded in orthodox/heresy and 

      normal/abnormal ideologies? Are these really dispassionate and “scientific”?

--who should judge what is and is not a religion? The State? The Baptist Church? The

      Congregationalist Church? A committee of pure and applied scientists? Believers 

      themselves?

Note how the BBC Panorama “expose” on Scientology was sensationalistic, aggressive, combative, and provocative (“what do you say to critics who call Scientology a cult)
Reading: Judaism by Dan Cohn-Sherbok

Judaism: A Very Short Introduction by Norman Solomon

I found the Solomon book rather too celebratory.

History:

--Note where Solomon starts his book—he starts it not with Abraham, not with Moses, not with King David but with post-temple Judaism, with the Mishnah and the Talmuds. Solomon rightly notes that Judaism and Christianity originate at around the same time, after the destruction of the second Temple by the Romans around 70 CE.

Hebrew period (2000 BEC-538 BCE)

   Myths of human origins (Adamah), legends of the origins of Israel (Avraham, Yaakob
   father of tribes of Israel) and other peoples (Ishmael equals Arabs)…

   Moshei/Moses as liberator of Hebrews from slavery in Egypt…

   God gives the Torah to Moshei and his Chosen People at Mt. Sinai

   Soil ethnocentrism…land of Canaan promised to Avraham  the Hebrews

   Identity markers: circumcision

   Kingship—David, Solomon

   Temple religion: Solomon builds Temple in Jerusalem…priests…rituals…

      Sacrifices

   BOTH HIERARCHICAL

   Prophetic period—prophets urge Hebrews to live up to covenant with God

   Northern Kingdom and Southern Kingdom split…Northern Kingdom conquered

      by Assyria, 721 BCE…Southern Kingdom (Judah and Benyamin) conquered by

      Bablyon in 586…prophets call people to repentance and to renew covenant

      with Yahweh…

   Jewish universalism appears…Second Isaiah…suffering servant…Southern Kingdom’s

      suffering a light to the world which shows the existence of the one universal God

   Judea/Palestine conquered by Persians…Jews return to Judea and build Second

      Temple…Haggai and Zerubbabel instrumental in building of temple (538 

      BCE…those who remained in Judea, the Samaritans, spurned by returnees…they

      build their own temple on Mt. Gerazim and hold on to their “traditions”

   Alexandrian Period (fourth century BCE)

   Ptolemaic and Seleucid Period (third through second century BCE)

      Alexandria becomes a Jewish centre…Greek translation of Bible (Septuagint)

      done there

      Seleucids (Antiochus IV Epiphanes) “desecrates” temple

      Judean rebellion (second century BCE) in 164 BCE

   Hasmonean Period

   Roman Period

      Judea becomes part of the Roman Empire in 63 BCE

      Saducees—priests, temple, Torah, oral tradition, no resurrection

      Pharisees—scribes and sages, deeper meaning of scriptures, oral law, emphasis

         on synagogue

      Essenes—monastic, ascetic, emphasis on purity, apocalyptic, messianic, Dead Sea

         Scrolls?

      Zealots—militant anti-Roman guerillas

      Jewish Christians—believed Jesus messiah

      Failed revolts in 66-70 CE and 132-135 CE…temple destroyed 70…Jewish

         diaspora after second revolt…Jews migrate all across Mediterranean world

   Rabbinic or Talmudic Judaism

      Jewish scholars meet at Javneh during 66-70 revolt to preserve Jewish tradition…

      Canon established—excludes “Apocrypha

      Sanhedrin re-established at Javneh in second century

      Move to Galilee during 132-135 rebellion

      Oral discussions of scholars recorded by Judah ha-Nasi…basis for Mishnah (2nd
         Century…compilation or rabbinic interpretations of Scripture: Midrash…

         Compilation of commentaries on the Mishnah the Gemara…all of these combined

         become the Palestinian or Jerusalem Talmud
      There are other academies in Tiberius, Caesarea, Sura, Pumbedita, and Babylon…

         The Babylonian Talmud compiled by these academies…Babylonian Talmud is

         Larger than the Jerusalem Talmud…influential throughout the Jewish diaspora…

      Non Talmudic Judaism—Saducees emphasized written Torah…denied importance of

          oral Torah…later called Karaites…only 7000 remain…have own religious courts

         and ritual butchers in Israel…

Mediaeval European Judaism

--Jews as others in Christian Europe—Jews accused of poisoning wells during the era of the Plague and causing the Black Death in Europe…Jews and blood libel (first accusations 1144)…Beginning in the 12th century Jews are depicted as Christians imagined devils looked—hooked noses, webbed feet…pogroms against the Jews during the Crusades…Jews expelled from England, France, Spain (1492)…

Jewish communities in Eastern Europe (Ashkenazim) autonomous…speak Yiddish (Hebrew plus German)…Jews in Islamic Empire (Shephardim) generally experienced tolerance…they were classified as “people of the book” rather than “infidels” and thus were not subject to “jihad” or holy war…had to wear distinctive clothing…not allowed to proselytize and convert others to Judaism…had to pay an annual poll tax…

--Jews and the Holocaust/Shoah
Modern Judaism

“Ethnic” variations—Ashkenazim (descendents of Jews who settled in Christian

   Europe. Shephardic (descendents of Jews from Spain, North Africa, Babylon…

   Have different rituals and customs…

Institutional forms—

   First Century CE: Saducees, Pharisees, Essenes, Zealots, Early Christians

   Second-6th century CE: Talmudic Judaism (Palestine and Bablylonia), Karaites

   Today: Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionism, Polydoxy.

   Contemporary Orthodox Judiasm—Gush Emunim, various Hasidic groups…

Power structures—no central authority though the chief rabbi (one Ashekenazim, one

   Shephardim) in Jerusalem comes close—

   note how the chief rabbis categorise Reform Jews as not-Jews—important rabbis or

   teachers (Maimonides, Baal Shem Tov/Israel ben Eliazer…)

Ideologies:

*Sacred book—Tanakh, Torah—the way, instruction, teaching—613

*Oral and later written traditions—Mishnah (rabbinical debates which include

   majority and minority positions)…Midrash (rabbinic interpretation of scripture)…

   Gemara (commentaries on the Mishnah)…combined equal Palestinian Talmud…

   mid-second century CE…

   Babylonian Talmud…Middle East 6th century CE…rabbinical debates, legal 

   judgements, information on medicine, history, science, agriculture, proverbs, fairy

   tales, folk legends, and rules of etiquette
*Yahweh is God…monotheism

*apocalypticism and messianism

*Jews suffer for the world and to spread the message of the one god

Sacred myths—Zion—religious and secular, aliya, Jews as chosen people, next year in

   Jerusalem, Mashiach/messiah and Jewish nationalism and apocalypticism 

Rituals—bar mitzvah, keeping kosher (dietary restrictions), rituals of purification, rituals

  of conversion, Temple rituals (sacrifice, gifts to priests)

   holidays—Pesach/Passover—celebration of Yahweh’s triumph over Egypt’s god

   and Pharaoh, , Rosh  Hannanah, new year,  Yom Kippur/Day of Atonement—express

   and repent sins Hannukah—celebration of Maccabees victory over Seleucids…holy oil

   continues to burn long after it should have given out (miracle), Shauvuot (weeks) and

   Sukkot (tabernacles) both agricultural festivals…
Theodicies—the moral life, the afterlife

Spiritualities—Kabbalah and mysticism (Madonna)

Legitimation forms—first creation story as a religious justification for having a priestly class, Leviticus justifies and legitimizes priestly prerogatives

Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms—Jews as the chosen people, Israel as a Jewish state,

   Passover as an celebration of tribalism, of Israel’s god triumph over the gods of Egypt 
Justification of inequality (race, class, gender) Arabs and Palestinians as second class

   citizens of the Jewish state 

Importance of education
Social control

Social change—the liberation motif—“let my people go”

Official versus popular—priestly versus prophetic—Jewish radicalism as prophetic?

Gender—Orthodox: patriarchal, separate seating for men and women, only men can

   study Torah at yeshivas
Explication—agricultural festivals and pastroralism

Religion and the Individual

--Individual religion is historical, social, and cultural

   formal-- rituals, attends official worship

   informal--individualistic

   mystical—unity with divine

--religion and the life cycle

      birth—baptism…descent Saints

      adolescence—bar mitzvah; officially join religious group
      marriage

      conversion—consent Saints

      death   

--Religion and religious attendance (talked about this before)

Reading: Christianity: A Very Short Introduction Linda Woodhead

Christianity as cult, as new religious movement

Institutional forms: Church Christianity—Roman, Orthodox, Anglican

                                Biblical Christianity—

                                Spirit Christianity—

Power structures

   Church Christianity

      RC—papacy, bishops, priesthood, deacons

Ideologies:

   Church Christianity—hierarchical, sacramental, priests as mediators

   Biblical Christianity—emphasis on the Bible

Sacred myths 

Rituals

   Church Christianity—Eucharist, baptism

Theodicies

Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms—Christianity only true faith

Legitimation forms

Justification of inequality (race, class, gender)

Social control

Social change

Spiritualities 
Official versus popular
Reading: Islam: A Very Short Introduction by Malise Ruthven

Islam as cult, new religious movement

Islam is a religion, a political ideology, and a mark of individual and group 

   identity…as a religious and political ideology it is diverse...it has no 

   authoritative hierarchy…

Muslim—one who surrenders to god (Allah), whose prophet is Muhammad, who

   is born to a Muslim father (identity marker; cf the matrilineal identity marker

   of Judaism), who is part of the worldwide community of believers (umma), who

  defends Islam against the “infidel” (jihad), who follows gods laws (shari’a)…

   profession of faith: there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet

Allah—the only god…sovereign…

Five Pillars of Faith—shadada (declaration of faith…there is no god but allah…)

   Salat (worship)…ritual prostration…Sunni’s do this five times a day…zakat
   (alms giving or compulsory charity)…all Muslims must pay a tax of 2.5%

   over and above a minimum (nisab) to support the poor and needy (cf. Mormons,

   Baha’is, Scientologists)…sawn (fast during the holy month of Ramadan)…hajj

   (the pilgrimage to Makka that every Muslim is required to do at least once in

   his/her life…includes tawaf (circling ka’ba), sai (sevenfold running between

   the hillocks of Safi and Marwa), standing on the Plain of Abraham, going through

   the defile of Muzdalifa, stoning the three pillars, and sacrificing an animal at 

   Mina

Sacred Books: Quran as sacred scripture, as the very word of Allah…hadith,

   anecdotes about the prophet…six collections of these came to acquire canonical

   status…two of these—those of al Bukhari (d. 870) and al-Hajjaj (d. 875)—

   considered second in importance to Quran…resistance to higher criticism of

   Quran and hadith…

Jihad (exertion or struggle)—collective obligation for Muslims…not solely confined to

  military matters…believer must undertake jihad “by his heart, his tongue, his hands,

   a by the sword”…”foremost of these [is] the first”…jihad can be undertaken by a

   ruler on behalf of his subjects…

   --jihad divides the world into dar al-Islam (the sphere of Islam) and dar al-harb
   the sphere of war…shari’a prevailed in the former…jihad was formulated during the

   era of Islamic expansion and triumphalism…during warfare it was mandated that

   women, children, the old, and the infirm were to be spared…polytheists were given the

   choice of conversion or death…”peoples of the book” (Jews, Christians, eventually

   Zoroastrians, and Hindus) were to be protected and allowed to practice their religion

   freely…in exchange they had to pay a jizya (poll tax) and kharaj (land tax)…in some

   instances dhimmis (protected minorities) were to be humiliated when paying their

   taxes…compared to practices in Mediaeval Western Europe Islamic practices were

   relatively humane…

   --in hadith the Prophet distinguishes between the lesser jihad of war and the greater

   jihad against evil…every Muslim was considered to be in a battle against the latter

   his or her entire life…

Varieties of Islam—Sunni (there are various types of Sunni Islam),  Shi’a Islam

   (there are varieties of Shi’a Islam), Sufi Islam, Fundamentalist Islam (a political

   variety of Islam) (cf. to Ruthven’s conceptualization of Fundamentalism in his

   book Fundamentalism)

   Shi’a..followers of Ali…authorities…imans...last iman will, it is believed by Shi’a,

       return at the end of time as the al-Mahdi, the messiah… sects: Isma’illis (Syria,

       Persia, Yemen, India, Pakistan, East Africa, Europe, North America)…Zardis

      (Yemen), Druzes (Lebanon)

   Sufi—mystical…rejected outward and formalistic worship…pursued unity with 

      Allah via direct experience…emphasized disinterested love of Allah…utilized

      spiritual disciplines and hua, pronunciation (Hindu influence?) to do this…

      came to see their spiritual leaders as being able to intercede between Allah

      and humans… tariqa (Sufi rules and disciplines)…

   Sunni—people of the Sunna (tradition)…emphasizes law…emphasizes following god’s

      commands…Sunni sects: Ash’ari (Quran oriented)…Mu’tazila (Quran uncreated…

      emphasizes Qurans prohibition against idolatry…
Power structures—prophet Muhammad (Quran and hadith, traditions, about prophet

   which were originally oral in form)…right guided kalifas (caliphs, shadow of Allah on

   earth) Abuh Bakr (r. 632-634), Umar (r. 633-644), Uthman (r. 656-661) and (for Shi’a)

   Ali (r. 656-661), and Haran al-Rashid (786-809)…in the early years kalifa saw

   themselves as divinely appointed fountainheads of the law…later came to be regarded

   only as successors of the prophet…after the collapse of the Islamic state

   authority passed to scholars (ulama, singular, alim, learned man) who guarded and 

   interpreted Quran and hadith and acted as a check and balance on rulers (sultans and

   amirs (emirs))…most Muslim governments eventually appoint a mufti, one who can

   deliver judgements on legal issues…only a qudl (a judge) can bind a community to

   these through a court judgement…governments appoint the judges so there is a religion

   state link…religious courts controlled by religious officials…Islam today has no central

   authority (cf to Chief Rabbis of Judaism)…see also Varieties of Islam above…

   --Sufi…tariqa (Sufi rules and disciplines) traced back to a line of sages that is said

   to stretch back to Muhammad…Sufi Brotherhoods bound by ties to their founder

   sage

Families—family and kin networks central in Islam past and present…patriarchal…

   Cultural and Social Anthropologists find kinship important in many particularly

   “traditional” groups across the globe…importance of extended kin networks…

   polygamy permitted…man can have up to four wives…concubinage permited: 

   cohabitation between man and woman outside matrimony…

Education—first academy opened in Cairo in 971…

Images in West—Islam as militant…”clash of civilizations” (Huntington: Islam v.

   West v. revived Confucian China…Islam as oppressor and persecutor of women…

Islamic images of the West—decadent…Islamic chaste women counterpointed against

   unchaste, decadent, and corrupt Western women…

Gender—Islam patriarchal…laws of inheritance favour men over women…Quran
   Makes women inferior in court proceedings…in certain court proceedings a woman’s

   testimony is worth only half that of a man’s…only Shi’a regard women as a full legal

   entity…Quran permits concubinage (cohabitation between man and woman) and

   polygamy…women’s inheritance only half that of brother…even that is often

   manipulated…women sometimes forced to marry within kin

   group so inheritance stays within the family…restrictions on women…husband can

   physically chastise wife…

   --Marriage is strongly recommended…it is thought to immunize males from sexual 

   temptation…marriage contract (nikah) considered to be sanctioned by divine law…

   Muslim men can marry women who are “people of the book”…Muslim women

   cannot…Muslim men can divorce their wives by saying “I divorce you” three times…

   they have to wait 3 menstrual cycles after the first and second utterance…Shi’a allow

   a temporary marriage that last from 1 hour to 99 years…wives cannot refuse their

   husbands sexual demands…women secluded (see “Sexuality” section below)…

   the veil has become a symbol to be thrown off and with it the misogyny of post-

   Muhammad Islam by modernizers and a symbol of Muslim identity for 

   traditionalist women (cf. France and Turkey)…variations in meaning of veil…hijib…

   Some Muslim countries have instituted reforms in an effort to curb legal inequalities

   facing women…some have begun to restrain male unilateral divorce…some have

   mandated that wives give permission in court before her husband can marry other

   wives…some have raised the minimum age of marriage to 18 for males and 15 to

   18 for females…

   --Islamic conception of women Mediterranean…Quran does guarantee women basic

   rights in marriage…it mandates that a husband provide for his wife and children…

   it mandates that a man, if married to more than one wife, treat each equally…

   it is worth remembering that there are variations in the treatment of women in Islam…

   in West Africa and South East Asia there are Islamic societies that have matrilineal 

   systems of ownership and inheritance (carryovers from pre-Islamic culture)…

   Modernist interpreters of the Quran recontextualise it utilizing modern approaches…

   Traditionalists oppose such “westernizations”…Traditionalists, of course, are closer

   to the spirit of the Quran, a seventh century document…

Sexuality…in general Islam has a positive view of sexuality…sexuality is also, however,

   considered dangerous in traditional Islam…Islam has historically considered the

   regulation of sexuality necessary for the maintenance of good social order…women

   secluded and their interactions confined to their female friends and members of their

   extended kin networks (including males who they cannot marry by law)…secluded 

   from public and religious domains…in mosques women sit separately from males,

   sometimes behind a screen…hijib designed to conceal women’s hair and feminine 

   curves which were and are considered dangerous…it also allows women into the 

   public sphere…

   homosexuality regarded as a major sin
History:

   Muhammad and the Quran (recitation)…Quran literal word of god…source of Islamic

      law…Muhammad, so tradition claims fell into a trance when he received god’s words

      through, one tradition claims, the mediation of the angel Gabriel…message: god is

      one (critique of Christianity?)…Muhammad said to be the last of god’s

      prophets…Adam first kalifa…no original sin (critique of Christian ideologies?)…

      Quaran consists of 114 suras and are arranged largely in terms of length…

   Muhammad…biography of the prophet is difficult to reconstruct…there are

      biographical materials in the Quran and in hadith…the material in the hadith,

      however, wasn’t recorded until more than a century after the prophet’s

      death…Muhammad was  born in 570 in Makka…He was a member of the Quaraish 

      tribe, an important tribe with ties to trade and to the holy shrine at Makka, the Ka’ba, 

      a fertility site to which Arabs made pilgrimages…the prophet was orphaned at age 6 

      and brought up by his grandfather and later his maternal uncle (Abu Taib)…he was 

      hired to undertake trade journeys by a wealthy widow (Khadija; she later became his

      wife…at age 40 he began taking regular retreats to a cave on Mt. Hira near

      Makka…here he received his first revelation from Allah…he did not immediately

      proclaim his revelations in public…he told Khadija and she accepted their divine 

      status…soon, so tradition holds, that Muhammad began to disparage the pagan gods

      of the Arabs and controversy ensued (in reality did Muhammad’s conception of god

      evolve from one that was more accepting of  polytheism to one that was militantly 

      monotheistic?)…Abu Lahib (“the father of lies”), tradition maintains, opposed

      vigorously what Muhammad was saying (were economic and trading disputes at the

      heart of these controversies?)…Muhammad and his followers (most were from the

      poorer classes) were subject to boycotts in Makka…they were protected from some of

      this by Abu Taib…Muhammad and his followers were forced to flee Makka to

      Christian areas where they received protection…Muhammad

      invited to Yathrib (later renamed Medina, “the city of the prophet”)…there were

      disputes between factions in Yathrib…Muhammad tried to mediate between

      them…when Jews refused to accept Muhammad as god’s prophet they were expelled

      (Muslim tradition accuses them of forming alliances with Muhammad’s Makkan

      enemies) and later some males were massacred and females and children were

      enslaved…as a result qibla, direction prayer changed from Jerusalem to

      Makka…Quran now perceived as a holy an sacred book…Makkan paganism

      incorporated into Islam…630 Muhammad’s army conquers Makka…Muhammad

      smashes Makkan pagan idols…most of the Arab clans submit to Allah…those who

      don’t submit to Islam given four months to do so or face holy war (jihad) and

      possible death…

   Crisis associated with the power vacuum left by Muhammad’s death never resolved

      in Islam…4 right guided kalifa…Civil Wars between followers of Ali and followers

     of other leaders…

   Mediaeval Islam… Sunni, Shi’a, Sufi…

      influence of Aristotle and Neo-Platonism on Ibn Sina (Avicenna,

      979-1037) and Ibn Rushd (Averroes, 1126-1198)…Sunni Isma’illis impacted by

      neo-Platonism 

   European colonialism—crisis in Islam…reactions to the West…family often served

      as a refuge and a haven from the impacts of the West on Islamic societies…ulama 

      reformers respond by emphasizing personal responsibility in observance of shari’a
      and urging as little as possible interaction with the colonists (cf. Mormons)…

      modernizers urged adaptation to and borrowing from the colonizers (military

      techniques, bureaucracies, educational systems, economic systems)…The West

      had an influence on feminist movements and nationalist movements in Islamic

      societies…Sufis prominent among resistance to European colonialism…

   Rise of Arab states…

      1914 Ottoman Sultan and Caliph Mehmet Vissues a fatwa (opinion) and declares

      jihad against Russia, the UK, and France…Muslim world splits on the Caliph’s

      call…Arab nationalists hated Ottomans and hence kalifate..

   Crisis…

   Many modern Muslim governments have tried to enforce religious and

      ideological uniformity on their “citizens” in the name of nationalism…

      this has led to increased tensions in the Islamic world…in most Middle

      Eastern Islamic countries the state has been manipulated by factions that

      are often kinship, regional, or secular in form (cf. Saddam Hussein’s

      Ba’athist Party in Iraq)…they have been further delegitimated by their

      Iinability to take back Palestine from “the Jews”…

   Today there is an Islamic revival…there are many “sects” that want to return

      to original Islam (as they perceive it) and the Islamic superstate (umma)…

      these groups, claims Ruthven, are as “modern” as the modernizers and the 

      westerners they oppose…use modern means of communication…

   --Sunni Muslim Brotherhood…founded 1928 by Hasan al-Bana in Egypt…

   opposed Western influences by urging Muslims to hold to Islamic observances…

   radicalized by the Palestine crisis of 1948: creation of the state of Israel…play a 

   leading role in the overthrow of the Egyptian monarchy…suppressed after their

   supposed attempt to assassinate Nasser (leading Egyptian and pan-Arab nationalist)…

   find refuge in Saudi Arabia…expand to Syria, Jordan, Pakistan, Sudan, Indonesia,

   and Malaysia…accused of plotting to overthrow Egypt’s government…asserted

   (drawing on the modernist Mardudi) that governments could be overthrown if they

   prevented the preaching of Islam…

   --Shi’a Revolution in Iran…populist variants exhibit an opposition to corrupt, 

   authoritarian, and sometimes totalitarian and tyrannical regimes…mullahs who

   become important in Iran have minimal interaction with modernist variants of Islam…

   --Puritanical Islam…often takes the form of restrictions of women…cf. Taliban in 

   Afghanistan…Mujahadeen, Islamic veterans of the Afghan war against the 

   Soviets influenced by puritanical Islam…. 
Ideologies:

   there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet…

   god is one (contra Zoroastrianism—dualistic—and Christianity)

   Prayer—originally toward Jerusalem…changed to Makka (Mecca)

   Follow the Prophets example…hadith contain information on how Muhammad

      behaved…what he ate…what he liked and disliked…what he looked like 

      (descriptions vary)…

   towhid, god is one, god’s people are one (in theory but not in practice)…this

      contradiction or paradox impacts Islam

   shari’a law…Allah’s revealed law…shari’a (way to waterplace)…timeless…includes

      laws, details of rituals, customs, and manners…law sustains the faithful in this world

      and gives the believer access to the world to come…upholds the good society…in

      early years legal decisions grounded in Quran and sunna, tradition, of local

      practice…later only sayings of prophet regarded as sunna…roots of shari’a: Quran,

      prophet’s sunna, ijima or consensus, qiya or analogical reasoning…Quran prohibits

      certain foods, mandates certain family practices, specifies crimes, bans usury (riba)…

      prophet’s sunna contains legal material including Muhammad’s legal rulings…over

      time these oral traditions came to be seen as of divine origin…ijima and qiya
      applied to situations not explicitly mentioned in Quran and hadith…consensus of

      community…in Islam there are things that are commanded, things that are

      recommended, things that are legally indifferent, things disapproved of, and things

      that are forbidden…

   virtue—individual virtue makes Islamic society work properly…

Sacred myths 

Rituals—Five Pillars of Faith

Theodicies--

Ethnocentrisms and tribalisms—Islam only true faith

Legitimation forms

Justification of inequality (race, class, gender)…Islam is patriarchal…in certain

   Instances what one rode (horses, higher class, donkeys and mules subordinate

   classes) and colours (bright colours associated with children and lower status

   groups) are markers of class and status 

Social control…persecuted, prosecuted, and executed “infidels”

Social change

Spiritualities 
Official versus popular

Explication—problem of using Western terminology for analyzing Islam 

Ruthven prophecies…Islamism will be unsuccessful because of its parochialism,

   The fact that it can’t eliminate Western influences in the Muslim world (look

   at all those satellite TV dishes throughout the Muslim world), and because it

   can’t bring Muslims of all ethnic and sectarian stripes together…Ruthven sees

   the triumph of a quietest Islam which will adapt to the realities of a global world…
Is Atheism a Meaning System? a Religion?

Reading: Gregory Stevenson; Televised Morality: The Case of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Jana Reiss; What Would Buffy Do?
So why do you think I had you read this book?

How does Stevenson’s evangelicalism influence his reading of Buffy?

Stevenson’s book is very interesting in that it is written by an evangelical—evangelicals normally dismiss Buffy because of its occultism and the presence of premarital sexual activities, rough sex, and a positive view of homosexuality in the show. Stevenson, while he notes that Buffy’s creator is not a Christian draws on Christian themes and investigates moral issues in a sophisticated way, moral issues that have relevance to the thoughtful Christian life.

Questions About How to Read Buffy

Some of you said that you really couldn’t get “into” Buffy because of its “poor” makeup. The question I want to pose is this—is this a valid approach to any phenomenon? 

So let’s interrogate this binary notion of “good” versus “bad” makeup. Is there such a thing? Are there any criteria which would allow us to distinguish “good” from “bad” special effects? If so what are they? If not what does this say about the notion of “good” and “bad” special effects?

Is this notion of “good” versus “bad” makeup a personal or an intersubjective notion?  Are our notions of “good” and “bad” special effects natural or biological? If so then why do perceptions of what is good and what is bad special effects vary so greatly across time, across space, and within time and space? If there aren’t any transcendental or universal notions of good and bad then are our conceptions of what is good and what is bad social and cultural?  Are our notions of what is good and what is bad influenced by our environments in all their variety?

Speaking of social and cultural constructions of perception are our perceptions of technology at least partly ideological as well? Is the notion that technological changes are always better a social and cultural and hence ideological perception? Are “new” technologies better than “past” technologies? Are they guiding us toward a radiant utopian future? Or are they simply different? Isn’t it the case that each technology invariably has its artists and craftspeople? Isn’t it the case that despite all our “new” technologies we can’t replicate some of the achievements of the past such as the pyramids of ancient Egypt and the matte painting, claymation, and editing achievements of the pre-CGI generations? 

To get down to it is their really a place for normative terms like “good” and “bad” and “superior” and “inferior” in dispassionate analysis? To get back to Buffy isn’t it important to analyse Buffy as a product, as the product of a variety of forces—economic, institutional, political, advertising, artistic—interacting with each other at a given moment in time? Isn’t it crucial to start there, to start with an understanding of Buffy as a product of these various social and cultural forces before we engage in interpretive and than normative criticism? Isn’t it important to try to ascertain the story or stories Buffy’s creators are trying to tell? Isn’t it important to explore Buffy’s style (Buffy’s mise-en-scene)? Isn’t it also important to see Buffy through the eyes of others in the television business? Isn’t it important to recognize that Buffy was nominated and won Emmy’s (US TV’s highest award) for its makeup? Isn’t it important to understand how Buffy’s makeup peers (since makeup people are the ones who nominate shows for this category) view Buffy the Vampire Slayer?
To digress a bit a number of the questions I have posed here could be applied to the widespread notion, particularly among the younger generations, that colour is superior to black and white? Is it? Isn’t such a notion ideological? Doesn’t it miss the fact that black and white works well in films and TV programmes that are dark, gritty, dirty literally and metaphorically? Doesn’t black and white provide greater depth (Wyler’s, Welles’, and Toland’s utilization of deep focus for black and white) and clarity? Isn’t colour less approapriate for darker themes? Don’t most colour films and TV shows look flat, unteresting? Isn’t it nice to see colour used as an adjunct to narrative in shows like Twin Peaks, X-Files, and Buffy? Aren’t those last two shows really black and white shows with a bit of colour thrown in (Buffy’s blues and reds are appropriate for a show about vampires and monsters and human darkness)? 

Viewings: Jesus Camp and Jonestown

Questions: Is Pentecostalism a sect? a cult? Does it provide plausibility structures for its members? Identities for its members? Is Pentecostalism a high demand religion? Is this the reason for its success? What does each film tell us about the relationship of religion and politics? What do they tell us about the relationship between religion and modernity? 

Reading: Peter Berger, The Sacred Canopy
Berger comes at sociology from a European perspective

--phenomenology, hermeneutics, neo-orthodoxy, de-mythologisation 

--there are references to much German sociology and theology in the text
This book was written in the 1960s—1967 to be precise—and reflects several things going on in sociology and the US:

--it’s a revolt against Parsonian Structural-Functionalism in both its static and multi-evolutionary forms.

--it reflects the re-emergence of a vibrant, dynamic, non-Soviet, and dialectical Marxism.

 --it represents an attempt to combine this dialectical Marxism with Weber,

 Durkheim—the other two “fathers” of sociology—and phenomenology

--what is absent in Berger’s work is what dominated American sociology when 

Berger wrote and what dominates American sociology today—statistical analysis.

There are no statistical tables in the book on religiosity, the relationship between religion and marriage, the relationship between religion and divorce, the relationship between religion and childbirth, the relationship between religion and voting patterns. Instead, Berger is interested in the role religion plays in creating and replicating “reality” and how religion has changed under the impact of industrialization, secularization, and pluralism.

--it reflects the revolt against American positivism—a revolt, by the way that has been going on since the nineteenth century particularly in Europe—and its emphasis on statistics and unilinear evolution. 

--it reflects discussions about deviance going on in the sixties, specifically a labeling perspective as against a biological perspective.

While Berger’s book contains a number of important “elements” in the sociology of religion it is not an exhaustive textbook on the subject. It is selective. But it discusses several issues crucial to the sociology of religion—the role of religion in the social order, religion as supportive or undermining of the social order, secularization.

Discussion:

What do you think of the social constructionist position of Berger?

Berger doesn’t talk about nationalism, but is nationalism like a religion?

