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This extensive dictionary contains over 5,500 terms, concepts, methods, 

tools, and methodologies, with the definitions running from a single 

sentence to a half page in length.  Although the focus is computer and 

network security, many terms from related areas are included.  The 

authors consider this work authoritative because most of the 

definitions were developed by authorities and practitioners, and the 

sources are cited.  Minoli has over 30 years of hands-on, management, 

and consulting experience in IT.  He has worked in government, 

academia, and the private sector, and is the author of numerous books, 

the latest covering topics like Wi-Fi, VoIP, grid computing, computer 

networks, and telecommunications.  Cordovana has worked as a security 

and networking professional for over 10 years in financial services and 

academia. 

 

The source list consists of 505 items, including books, journal 

articles, conference papers, Web sites, and Internet RFCs.  Generally 

the definitions are well written, with minimal mathematics.  

Minoli/Cordovana's dictionary has four times as many entries as Urs 

Gattiker's The Information Security Dictionary (2004) and costs 

considerably less; it is less expensive than Vir Phoha's Internet 

Security Dictionary (2002) and has three times as many terms.  Although 

this book is written for industry executives, managers, and planners, 

students in computer science or information science programs will find 

it a valuable resource.  At the current price, it is an excellent buy.  

Summing Up: Recommended.  Lower-level undergraduates and above. -- M. 

Knee, University at Albany, SUNY 

 


