UUP Albany Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2008

Attendees: S. Knapp, E. Gaffney, J. Collins, L. Bickmore, G. Landsman, C. Jewell, P. Abraham, C. Merbler, M. Seidel, M. Knee, G. Petry, N. Keelen, R. Patterson, P. Romain, R. Vives, W. Reese, T. Hoey, D. LaComb, J. Gendron, J. Uppal, K. Thompson-LaPerle
The meeting commenced at 12:28 p.m.

I. Waive approval of Executive Committee Meeting minutes from:

June 12, 2007: Hoey moved, Romain seconded, the vote carries.
November 7, 2007: Hoey moved, Romain seconded, the vote carries.
Approval of minutes: 8/20/08: Romain moved, Hoey seconded, the vote carries with 1 abstention.
II. Reports

A. Officers

President’s Report 
1. Merbler gave some reminders. Also, she said there are 2,012 members in our chapter! We are now entitled to send 26 people to the DA! But attendance registered for this coming DA is very low; Merbler is concerned. Merbler will give a Departmental Reps workshop this fall. We may lose some delegates if the new Retiree Chapter takes off. Merbler: Seek new people interested in serving, by inviting them to Exec Board meetings; coordinate through Kelly.
2. 10/19/08 is the date for the Breast Cancer Walk. Nancy Keelen will be the coordinator for our campus.

3. Please share the latest bargaining unit salary list with other UUP members in your department.  They are not your own personal lists!.

4. Kudos to Denise for her hard work! Our bills are now caught up! Give her an ovation, in absentiia!

5. UUP Central is saving paper and postage and is going green.  Materials will be on the UUP website for members to print on their own. Collins had a question about passing the burden onto others; Merbler said to talk about this at the DA.

6. Hoey moved, Romain seconded, the vote carries, to go into Executive Session, at 12:40 pm. Subsequently, Uppal moved, Bickmore seconded, the vote carries, to come out of Executive Session at 12:46pm.
7. Individuals can write to Hedberg for an estimated IDA amount. When blast email comes out, Knee will add link to website. The money is supposed to be on campus by the middle of next week.

Merbler’s Add-Ons
1. We are distributing new contract booklets today (red), and Kelly has more. Also, expect to get them at home. Copies have also been placed at MAIN Reserve and one is at DEWEY Reserve. There is a link to it online, as well.
2. Congrats to Landsman on her retirement from UA.

3. Kelly will be working 4 days a week, 8:30-4:30; her day(s) off will change every week; the office voicemail recording will change accordingly each week..

Questions for Merbler
1. Uppal asked about Administration and budget cuts. Merbler: Administration is not getting any direction from SUNY Central. Some positions are advertised, but permission to fill vacant lines is on a case-by-case basis.  SUNY Central isn’t saying anything to anyone. Deans and Department Chairs are completing various budget exercises in preparation for potential cuts. SUNY Central says, “SUNY is NOT a State Agency!” Merbler will put Uppal’s request on the next L/M agenda. Seidel repeated that UA Administration says that System Administration has said nothing.
2. Uppal mentioned a workload issue. Abraham moved, Romain seconded, the vote carries, to go into Executive Session, at 1:13 p.m. Subsequently, Abraham moved, Romain seconded, the vote carries, to come out of Executive Session, at 1:20 p.m.

3. Hoey suggested publishing the names of delegates who do or do not attend the DA. Merbler said that the officers will take that under advisement.

4. Collins called a Point of Order for a change of Agenda. So at this point we moved onto IV. New Business:
1. US Healthcare System workshop with Martha Livingston is next week and we will have about 50 people attending. Collins moved that the chapter allocate money for 5 copies of Martha’s new book?==>$80 for 5 copies of “10 Good Reasons for a National Health System.”  Landsman seconded. Discussion. It would be an in-kind payment. Merbler: It is illegal for us to do. More discussion; Merbler will double-check if we can do an honorarium; if we can, we will. This was added as a friendly amendment, and the vote carries.

2. Capital District Solidarity Committee is having its 25th anniversary dinner on 10/25, at the Unitarian Church, in Albany. Tickets are $25 each. Collins motioned that the chapter pay for 1 table (4 tickets), for $100. Romain seconded. Merbler needs a flyer. Collins: Ok. The vote carries.

We moved back to Officers Reports.

VP for Academics: Absent

VP for Professionals: Abraham: thanks you for the condolence card. I wasn’t here on 8/20, as I was at Legal Defense Fund emergency meeting. New contract: DSI questions, workload issues, salary compression. Gaffney asked a DSI question; will send info to Merbler. Merbler: We’re still working on these cases. Discussion ensued on this and also overdue Permanent Appointment files. Abraham will bring up again at L/M meeting on Monday, also MCs and RFs.

Secretary: Jewell: Minutes are current.

Treasurer: Absent, but see under Merbler’s report.

PT Concerns Rep: Absent

Grievance: Petry is very busy with cases from both academics and professionals. Seidel: Kudos to Greta! Merbler: Kudos to Greta. Applause.

B. Standing Committee Reports: No other.
C. Ad Hoc Committees


1. Disability Rights and Concerns: Jewell spoke about the ADA and the difficulty of finding out how to get to reasonable accomodations policy at UA. Merbler: Kudos to Carol. Applause. Seidel mentioned that it is on the website, if you know what documents you need.
III. Old Business: None.
IV.   New Business
i. Romain moved to fund the General Membership meeting, Vives seconded, the vote carries.

ii. Merbler: In a new fiscal year, it is pro forma (standard) to pass support for presidential llowance to spend up to $100.00 without prior approval of the Executive Board. Gaffney so moved, LaCombe seconded, the vote carries.

iii. Romain moved to expend funds for Executive Committee meetings, Gaffney seconded, the vote carries.

Romain motioned to adjourn, and the meeting ended at 1:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol H. Jewell,

Secretary

