UUP Albany Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
May 21, 2008

Attendees:	Bickmore, Gaffney, Gendron, Merbler, Jewell, Romain, Hoey, LoGiudice, S. Mitchell, Hoff, Knapp, Knee, LaComb, Landsman, Patterson, Petry, Steen, Wittner, Hanifan, Thompson-LaPerle,	

I. Approval of minutes
Steen moved, Bickmore seconded a motion to waive approval of minutes from 6/12/07 and 11/7/07.  The motion carried.  Wittner moved, Steen seconded approval of minutes from 4/23/08.  Motion passed without dissent.

II. Reports

A. Officers
1. President

Merbler wished everyone a happy and restful summer, with thanks for all they have done for the chapter over the past academic year.  Merbler will be around for most of the summer, excepting for a 12 day trip to California for a conference and three days of R&R.  Contact information will be provided while she is away.

There has been no recent information on the paybill. Merbler will continue to send any information from President Smith to all exec committee members and department reps.  Info will also post on the Chapter website.  CSEA has already received their raise.  UUP and PEF are still waiting for their paybill/increases.

If you have not forwarded your interest to serve on a NYSUT Committee, please do so today.  Merbler will send info over to President Smith.  Two members have previously indicated interest.

Merbler updated everyone on attendance at the Times Union Editorial Board meeting that she attended with President Smith.  We are still awaiting final budget cut figures from SUNY Central.  There will be some pain at the UAlbany campus, but hopefully we will avoid layoffs.  Projected cut may be close to $5.5 million on this campus.

The Professionals Workshop has been set for Tuesday, June 24 from 12noon – 2pm in the Hall of Fame Room at the RACC.  Flyers will come out in early June.  The meeting will be more of an open forum for all professionals.  May overview new contract provisions.

New meeting schedule  and Chapter office hours for Summer 2008 is in today’s packet.  Merbler asked that members add all to their calendars.  There will not be a meeting in July, as previously practiced due to many being out on vacation.  Merbler asked that folks begin to commit NOW to attending the Fall Delegate Assembly.

Merbler reported that UAS has decided to renew the Coca-Cola contract on campus, despite many opposing, including UUP.   Wittner handed out petition to sign and spoke briefly on the issue.  Discussion ensued with some sentiment that the Chapter decision to oppose renewal of the contract was made too hastily and without needed information.  Merbler indicated she does not have a personal agenda and does what the Chapter votes to do.  Members want more information about the Coke issue.  Item will be revisited under report of the Solidarity report.

Merbler reported the resignation of the Chapter Treasurer.  Merbler just received the Chapter financial materials and intends to get all straightened out before passing along.  Quarterly reports from September 2007 on are still due to UUP Central to receive member rebates.  Chapter also needs to pass the budget for 2008-2009.  Newsletter is ready to go but needed deposit check which Merbler did not have.

2. Vice President for Academics

Steen provided a brief report on the recent UUP rally.  Great attendance and speeches, but not much press coverage as a result.  At the NYSUT Committee of 100 visit to the Legislature, Steen explained how the Governor’s/DOB plans would negatively affect SUNY.  Merbler added that 66 UAlbany faculty attended rally.  There will also be some pics in the next Chapter newsletter.

Steen also reported that the PT Faculty parking fee issue has been resolved.

3. Vice President for Professionals – absent

Merbler reported for Abraham that the Professionals’ Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 24th from noon – 2pm in the Hall of Fame Room in the RACC.  Abraham is currently in Florida due to family illness.  Our thoughts and prayers are with him.

4.  Secretary

All minutes for which the secretary is responsible are up to date.  Forum is ready to go shortly pending financial issues.

5. Treasurer

Merbler reported that the Chapter still has funds.  Checkbook was recently returned and there is much to be done to straighten out things.


6. Part Time Concerns Representative

Hanifan reported that issues of cancellation policy for classes, dashboard updates guidelines are all a work in progress and are covered in the attached L/M minutes.  There is also another issue with a grad student serving as an adjunct who is teaching one course, but there is a two course minimum for the IDA program.  Merbler was unaware of the two course minimum requirement.

III. Reports of Standing Committees

Solidarity 

Wittner shared info on support for the Employee Free Choice Act.  Postcards are available.  There was a broader discussion of what corporations should be doing on our campus – Collins: What about guidelines for a Just Community???    Conference in 2008-09 should take place on campus.  Collins asked for tentative approval.  Volunteers will ask Administration to help plan function.  Wittner moved and Landsman seconded for Collins to move ahead with planning.    Discussion ensued.  Hoff feels both sides of the issue should be presented.  It should not be top-down, paternalistic.  He supports a conference that allows all viewpoints.  Invite administration, business and corporation leaders to the table.  Hanifan said we need a strategy that has an impact on company employment practices.  Merbler intervened – I hear interest in this and propose that we follow through on this resolution.  Let’s have an understanding that we form our ideas on a subcommittee now, who will come back possibly as early as the next Executive Committee meeting with ideas for speakers, panel presentation ideas, costs, format?  Merbler will be advisory to the subcommittee.  Hoff made a friendly amendment to the original resolution that we investigate and explore a conference (not “plan”), with a deadline of the August 8, 2008 Executive Committee meeting.  Volunteers included: Collins, Hoff, Landsman.  Merbler: Hoff and Collins are to find others to gauge interest and advise me.  The vote carried without dissent.

Wittner also reported that Fernando Leiva (UAlbany Global Studies Program) has proposed that UUP be part of an educational effort to make us a Fair Trade University.  Need written proposal or invite him to do a presentation.  Merbler: this body needs to be well-informed about the issue.  What level of involvement will our chapter have?  Add to June agenda.

Wittner proposed to send UAS Board Member John Murphy a letter expressing our disappointment with 10 year Coca-Cola contract renewal.  Wittner moved, Romain seconded.  Vote carried.


Social Committee

University Picnic tickets are on sale today in front Campus Center lobby until 2:00 pm




IV. Reports of Ad Hoc Committees

Peace & Justice

Bickmore and Collins are proposing a workshop date with Martha Livingston of September 18th, which is the day before the Fall Delegate Assembly begins.  Landsman will double check on availability.

V.  Old Business – none

VI.   New Business

1.  Appointment of New Treasurer
Merbler reported that we have a volunteer who has stepped up to take on the responsibilities of the Albany Chapter Treasurer. Motion made by Merbler to appoint Hoecker to fulfill the unexpired term of the vacant treasurer position, in accordance with Albany Chapter by-laws.  Bickmore seconded.  Discussion ensued.  Vote carried without dissent.

2. Merbler turned the Chair over to Vice President for Academics Steen, and left the room.
		
Steen noted that the Chapter needs to approve Merbler’s release time support at the rate of 40%, with 10% payable by the Albany Chapter for 2008-2009.  Jewell moved, Romain seconded.  Discussion ensued.  Vote carried without dissent.


Romain moved adjournment.  Seconded by Wittner. The meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carol Jewell
Secretary, UUP Albany Chapter




