UUP Albany Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
April 3, 2008
Attendees:  C. Merbler, I. Steen, C. Jewell, J. Uppal, M. Seidel, E. Gaffney, J. Wessman, L. Bickmore, M. Knee, G. Petry, J. Collins, W. Reese, G. Landsman, D. Hoecker, T. Hoey, L. Wittner, K. Thompson-LaPerle
The meeting commenced at 12:20 pm.

I. Motions were made and seconded to waive approval of the 6/12/07 and 11/7/07 Executive Committee meeting minutes. Both votes carried. Motions were made and seconded to approve the 2/20/08 and 3/12/08 Executive Committee meeting minutes. Both votes carried.
II. Reports

A. Officers

1. President

1. Pay attention to dates that we talk about today, and add them to your calendars!
2. Merbler thanked all who attended the Ualbany Advocacy Day!  It was  very exciting for all. Let’s make it bigger and better next year. Bickmore: We’ll need a bigger room. Merbler: It was a great first start. I was very, very pleased, there were about 400 people there. Collins: It was impressive to see all the legislative support for this campus, especially new Assembly members. Merbler:  They are Albany alums.
3. Merbler reminded Chapter delegates about the upcoming Spring Delegate Assembly and the importance of attendance vis a vis statewide elections.  Please send your intentions on attendance to Kelly asap.
4. The Pre-DA luncheon for those individuals who are attending the Delegate Assembly is on Friday, April 25th in Café 222 from noon -1:30 pm.  Please advise Kelly of your attendance.

5. The Departmental Reps workshop is scheduled for the CC Assembly Hall, 4/29, from 12-1:30.
6. Please post the information re: the ORP error on paystubs to your units! Individuals who were earmarked to have their employee contributions reduced by 1% and have more than 10 years of service with an ORP contribution saw the  “current” and “YTD” figures were the same.  This was an error, and will be corrected in the next paystub.
7. We have been asked as a Chapter to sponsor a basket to raise funds for the UUP Scholarship Fund. Merbler asked for theme ideas. Discussion ensued. “Green” ideas and free trade. Jewell and Seidel suggested recycled paper and “100 mile diet” items. Merbler will put our items together for the basket. Kelly will send the Executive Committee email regarding the theme. Merbler needs the items by Friday, 4/25; same day as the Pre-DA luncheon.

8. See under New Business.

Questions for the President
1. Hoey asked for more info on the Delegate Assembly and Pre-DA luncheon. Merbler: the DA, respond to Kelly. So far, we have 16 delegates and 2 observers going. We are entitled to 23 delegates. For the PRE DA luncheon, please bring basket items to the luncheon.
2. Uppal asked about possible graduated retirement. Merbler gave some info. This is up to Management. This is NOT a negotiated item. UUP will not work up a policy/procedure for this. Collins: Can you take this as an agenda item to the next Chapter Presidents meeting? Merbler: ok.

3. Seidel asked a question about the minutes. The matter was resolved.
4. Gaffney asked a question about “BRISK” and “CUBIT” in the L/M minutes. Merbler said we all received email about this and then gave more info on V-Tech-type situations. BRISK=behavioral risk, and CUBIT is a subcommittee of BRISK.

5. Hoey asked about rebranding. Steen: Go to the meeting to find out. Merbler: It is the message that identifies us to the world.

2. Vice President for Academics:  Steen: I have no big report. I attended Ualbany Day and the Committee of 100, which I think is up to 700 now.
3. Vice President for Professionals: Absent today.

4. Secretary: I did not take the 6/12/07 or 11/7/07 minutes. Merbler: I think Abraham has at least the 6/12 ones. Jewell: The newsletter went to the printer yesterday. Merbler said a few things about monetary provisions of the contract in her column.
5. Treasurer:  Wessman presneted 5 months’ of reports attached to today’s packet. I am caught up to 3/31/08. A brief discussion ensued. The $5,000 speical allocation will be reflected in the 4/08 report. Applause for Wessman. A bit more discussion about transfers from the checking account into the savings account.

6. PT Concerns Rep:  Absent today.
B. Standing Committees

1. EAP:  Hoecker said the newsletter should be in your mailboxes this week. She gave a Wellness Fair reminder.
2. Solidarity: Hoey told us that Channel 13’s union action is over. Applause. Landsman had a question about Rite-Aid. Merbler: Rite-Aid is not unionized, nor was Eckerd’s, at least in this area.

C. Ad Hoc Committees

1. Peace & Justice: Collins spoke about the Coke letter. There is a student press conference today about Killer Coke. There is no work yet on the health workshop; will try to get a date for May after the DA or June, soon. More doctors are in favor of national healthcare. Merbler: Last day of classes is the 7th or 8th. A lengthy discussion ensued, with the final decision that it be scheduled for September 2008.
III. Old Business: None.

IV. New Business

1. University Picnic is on 6/13, at Krause’s, with clams. Merbler recommended funding at $10 per ticket. Hoey moved, Gaffney seconded. Discussion. The vote carried.

2. Summer hours for Chapter Assistant. Brief historical discussion. Jewell moved for 17.5 hours per week for June and July, and 22.5 hours per week for August. Steen seconded. More discussion. Merbler: Notification must be made by 4/15. We need to be fiscally responsible. Hoecker made a friendly amendment to Jewell’s motion, for 20 hours per week for June and July, and 22.5 hours per week for August. That would give us a sense of what we might need for next year. The vote, on the amended resolution, that the chapter assistant could work fewer hours if she chooses to, was taken, and it carried.

3. Hoey asked about information on flex spending, etc., for maternity, death, etc. Talk of producing an informational pamphlet ensued. There will be a blurb in the newsletter about it. Merbler suggested that it is work for the Health & Safety committee, and maybe also for Affirmative Action.

4. Bickmore asked about IDAs. Merbler: There is no pay bill yet. No promises; save receipts.

The meeting adjourned at 1:46 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol H. Jewell,  Secretary 
