UUP Albany Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
March 4, 2009
Attendees:  C. Merbler, C. Jewell, S. Mitchell, G. Petry, P. Abraham, E. Gaffney, G. Landsman, J. Collins, S. Knapp, R. See, T. Hoey, L. Bickmore, N. Keelen, J. Gendron, M. Grosshandler, M, Knee, M. Seidel, D. LaComb, P. Romain, J. Hanifan, R. Vives, K. Thompson-LaPerle.

The meeting commenced at 12:40 p.m.

I. Waive approval of Executive Committee Meeting minutes from:

June 12, 2007, November 7, 2007, January 21, 2009, and February 11, 2009: Abraham moved, Romain seconded and the vote carried. 
II. Reports

A. Officers

1. President Merbler went over her report

1. Enclosed in your packet today is an email from UUP President Phil Smith. Thank you to Patrick and Jack for tabling the UUP Legislative event. Gendron said only 3 people came to his table. Romain said Steen said it was not as productive as it could have been. 
2. & 3.  Election news: We don’t have enough Academics running to fill the seats that we have. Abraham spoke about the Treasurer seat. Please write in Romain’s name—he has agreed to step in. Applause. Merbler said to tell our colleagues to also write in Romain’s name.
4. There was a brief discussion on who was running the Albany Rally on 3/5, on the Capitol steps. 

5. The Spring DA is a bit early this year. Please don’t wait until the last minute to sign up. Brief discussion.

6. Merbler went over upcoming important dates.

7. Merbler gave an update on spring meeting dates: strange days!

8. Re: Our website: Thank you very much to Knee. Merbler is going to enter our webpage for an award. Applause for Knee.

9. Re: The Nina Mitchell Award: The forms are online, on the UUP page. Abraham moved, and Romain seconded, to nominate Wittner for the award. Abraham, Romain, Gendron, Steen and Merbler will work as a committee on Wittner’s nomination packet. The vote carried unanimously. Give names to Hanifan for the PT Fayez Samuel award. Merbler says we have no professionals that fit that category.

10. Helga will be in Albany on 3/18; email or call if you want to lunch with her.

Questions for the President
1, Bickmore: Any more info on faculty distribution effort, i.e., workload? Merbler deferred to Seidel. Seidel went over what happened and what she said at Labor/Management at 2/23/09. Merbler said there will be an Academics workshop, 3/30, at noon, in the CC Assembly Hall.
2. Gaffney: What is “BAG?” Merbler: Budget Advisory Group. Some Chapter officers were asked to join the group; we declined.

3. Collins: Workload is being discussed at the College level. It would be great if Floss could be at the 3/30 workshop.

4. Romain: IDA? Merbler: Updated at last Labor/Management meeting. As of 2/23, Hedberg said letters sent out in the next 2 weeks. Brief discussion.

5. Look at the website of the State Comptroller’s office for unclaimed funds!

Add-On

1. On 3/31, Coach Vives is receiving an award, Distinguished Service Award from the Israel AME Church. Mayor Jennings is also an awardee. Standing ovation and applause! Vives: Thank you very much. Merbler: We are very proud.
2.VP for Academics: Absent. 
3. VP for Professionals: I lobbied downtown yesterday. Motion to go into Executive Session, Hoey seconded, and the vote carried. The Body went into Executive Session at 1:26 pm. Then, at 1:36 pm, Abraham moved, Gendron seconded, and the vote carried, and the Body came out of Executive Session. We have 90 professionals coming to our Professional Workshop this month! I am going to AFT Higher Ed.
4. Secretary: The minutes are not up to date. I’m sorry. I have to start saying “No,” then maybe I’ll find more time!

5.   PT Concerns: We are moving forward on the Guidelines but have measurement difficulties. PT Academic evaluations are never looked at so we are trying to get Administrators to be more proactive. Possible workshop for PT Academics to become FT Professionals? Also looking for a committee; send her names. Brief discussion re: PT evaluations.
6. Treasurer: Absent.

B. Standing Committees: None, but Merbler said the Social Committee is meeting this Thursday; she met with the new Chair.
B. Ad Hoc Committees
1. Peace & Justice: Landsman: Planning workshop on single payer health plan, after the DA.
2. Labor/Religion: Jim Conyers, end of March. Gendron will send email to Kelly.

III. Old Business: None.
IV. New Business: 

1. Gendron moved to fund light refreshments for Pre-Retirement Seminar, up to $200.  Romain seconded and the vote carried. This is not an agency fee item.
2. Hanifan moved for money for lunch at the Academics workshop. Hoey seconded and the vote carried.

3. Abraham moved for funding for the General Membership meeting. Hoey seconded and the vote carried.

4. Merbler spoke briefly on the M/C Salaries listing. Applause for comraderie.

Motion to adjourn by acclamation, and the meeting ended at 1:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol H. Jewell,

Secretary

