UUP Albany Chapter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
March 23, 2009

Attendees:  C. Jewell, I. Steen, D. Hoecker, C. Merbler, L. Bickmore, J. Collins, G. Petry, E. Gaffney, L. Wittner, J. Uppal, R. See, D. LaComb, M. Knee, M. Seidel, N. Keelen, J. Gendron, M. Grosshandler, J. Hanifan, K. Thompson-LaPerle, Oscar Williams-Guest.

The meeting commenced at 12:30 pm.

I. Waive approval of Executive Committee meeting minutes: Collins motioned, Bickmore seconded, to waive approval of the minutes of 6/12/07, 11/7/07, 1/21/09, 2/11/09 and 3/4/09. The minutes for 2/11/09 and 3/4/09 were done, but Merbler could not edit. The vote carried.

II. Reports

A. Officers

1. Merbler went over her report.

We have a guest with us today, Oscar Williams, an academic from Africana Studies. Intros around the room. Oscar is interested in learning more about how we work and possibly joining us.

1. Please tell Kelly if you are attending the DA.

2. The General Membership meeting, with an ambitious agenda, is 4/8/09. 

3. We need to think about a basket theme for the UUP

Scholarship Basket Raffle. Are there any ideas now? Healthcare: band aids, Neosporin, alcohol, etc. Anything over the counter will be great. Candy would like to have the basket donations in no later than the date of the Pre-DA meeting.

4. Keep sending faxes, keep the pressure on. UA Administrative staff will NOT get pay raises. Dire budget news. Uppal made some remarks about faculty salaries.

5. Condolences to Philippe on the death of his father. Candy also announced that  Sally Knapp fell and broke her leg last week; she is in a cast for 8 weeks. Kelly will send her home address to the Executive Committee.

6. Jamie Dangler will be coming to speak to us at our next meeting about the findings of the Gender Equity Study.

7. Merbler brought Floss to a special meeting with the Senate Executive Committee.  It was well received by all.

7a. BAG recommendations were misinformed. Merbler set the record straight, because BAG did not ask for Labor input.

Questions for Merbler
1. Uppal asked about raises. Merbler said we would still get upcoming negotiated raises. Merbler encouraged us all to attend the spring Faculty meeting.

2. Collins spoke about mobilization efforts. Merbler will give more info when she can.

3. Wittner: Contact State legislators, tell them that SUNY needs money, etc.

2. Vice President for Academics (Steen): Fielding a lot of phone calls. On 3/30, Seidel and Steen will do a session on Academic workload (“professional obligation”) and share info with colleagues. Steen spoke on the ills of a 4x4 recommendation in the BAG report (3/11/09). Merbler: Thank you to Ivan and Maureen on the workload session. Floss will also attend.

3. Vice President for Professionals (Abraham): Absent. His workshop was very well attended last week. Just under 100 people! 

4. Secretary (Jewell): Candy updated you earlier as to the status of the minutes and I appreciate that.

5. Treasurer: Hoecker went over several documents (financial and 09-10 budget) in our packets today. The passing of the budget does not need a motion or a second. The vote passed unanimously, and now the budget will go before the General Membership. There was a discussion about the Agency Fee: We are bound by outside auditors, if something is not a term or condition of hiring/employment, it is agency fee rebatable. The Chapter should spend no more than $700 per year in this agency fee refundable items. Applause for Hoecker.

6. Part Time Concerns Rep. (Hanifan): Committee has sort of been formed. 2 ½ people are on the committee so far. I need a professional—send me a name! We will have a resolution at the next Executive Committee meeting. Gendron gave a name to Hanifan and Gendron will ask the person to let Hanifan “speak” with her online. Keelen may have more names, as well.

B. Standing Committees
1. Social Committee: Last page of your packet(picnic info. Merbler: We get to see the balance sheets now.

III. Old Business—None

Motion to adjourn by Romain, seconded by Gendron, meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol H. Jewell,

Secretary
