UUP Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2008
Meeting Commenced: 12:28 PM EST

Attendees:  P. Abraham, C. Merbler, D. LaComb, P. Romain, E. Gaffney, J. Collins, J. Uppal, L. Bickmore, J. Gendron, G. Petry, M. Knee, S. Knapp, L. Wittner, K. Thompson-LaPerle

1. Waive approval of last meeting minutes

Moved by Collins, seconded by Knapp.  Approval to waive was unanimous.

2. President’s Report

Merbler began by acknowledging Larry Wittner’s return. All applauded.

a. Need to fill all seats at DA. We are eligible to send 13 academics and 11 professionals.  A large turnout is expected due to the special election for the office of UUP Statewide President. Our Chapter is currently expecting a total of 24-26 individuals attending, including observers.  If plans change, call Merbler on her cell phone.

b. The Pre-DA luncheon will be held on February 4, 2008 in Café 222.  Your attendance is encouraged.  Merbler also reviewed the expected timing of events at the upcoming Delegate Assembly.

c. Merbler has forwarded names to UUP Central to be invites to the upcoming UUP Leadership Workshop at the Sagamore in Bolton Landing on 3/14 and 3/15/08.

d. The schedule of Spring 2008 meetings is included in your packet today.

e. Additions:

Merbler is pleased to report that Latonia Spencer has returned back to the UUP bargaining unit with a 5 year renewable term as Director of Student Accounts.  She also announced the engagement of Patrick Romain. All applauded.

The body went into Executive Session at 12:41 pm and adjourned Executive Session at 12:50 pm

f. Merbler will have surgery on 1/28/08.  Ivan Steen will be Acting President for the day while Merbler undergoes surgery and is under anesthesia. surgery on Weds.

3. Report of VP/Academics – absent

4. Report of VP/Professionals – Philippe A.

a. Abraham reported he is glad to be back after a long hiatus on the Negotiations Team.  He asked Executive Committee members to continue to sell the contract to other members.  Our General Membership meeting will be held on February 19, 2008 from Noon to 2:00 pm in the Campus Center Ballroom.

Collins asked where to direct questions on the contract.  Abraham responded that queries should be directed to Candy as Negotiations Chair for the Chapter.  Members can also refer to the UUP website.

Abraham announced that he will get back to working on the Professional Self-Advocacy Workshop.  Watch for more details.

5. Report of Secretary – absent. Working on past minutes according to Candy M.

6. Report of Treasurer – absent.

7. Report of Part-Time Concerns Officer – absent.

8. Standing Committee Reports:

1. Solidarity Committee – Larry W.

Wittner reported on the WNYT contract situation and his ability to stop UUP ads from being carried on Channel 13 through notification to Acting President Fred Floss.  Members are encouraged not to watch Channel 13 news.

    Wittner moved that the UUP Albany Chapter pay an annual contribution the Solidarity Committee in the amount of $250.00.  Seconded by Gendron.  Discussion ensued.  Merbler reminded committee members about agency fee refundable items.  Collins indicated he felt it was money was spent for the labor movement.  Motion carried. 

 Collins updated folks on the issue of UAS and the upcoming renewal of the Coca-Cola contract.

9. EAP Committee

Numerous workshops and programs are coming up.  Be sure to check the EAP website for further information and sign-up opportunities.

10. Peace & Justice Committee

Collins reported the committee is not currently active due to his recent responsibilities as Depertment Chair, but may come back to life in September.

11. Old Business – None

12. New Business

a. Approve funding for General Membership Meeting

Options for the luncheon were discussed.  Collins moved, Bickmore seconded to provide necessary funds to hold meeting. Motion carried.

Merbler announced that BJ’s Membership signup information will be available at the meeting. 

13. Motion to adjourn meeting by Abraham, seconded by Collins.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 EST.

Respectfully Submitted,

David LaComb, Acting Secretary

