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UAlbany's Undergraduate Research Conference is a forum for undergraduates from across the university to share their research and creative work with the university community.  All undergraduates are encouraged to participate.  Students who present research at department events are encouraged to present their research at the Undergraduate Research Conference also - the only UAlbany event featuring students from all departments, schools, and majors.

Proposals from all disciplines will be considered for inclusion.  The work that students present may be from a class project or assignment, a senior thesis or capstone project, an independent study, an internship project, or a research assistant project.  We welcome proposals for projects that will be finished by the date of the conference, as well as proposals for "works in progress."

Presentations of creative projects are encouraged.  These may come from fine arts, theater, film, creative writing, music, or other creative areas. 

Provost’s Awards
During this year’s Undergraduate Research Conference, several Provost’s Awards will be given to the most outstanding research or creative presentations.  The Provost’s Awards will include a certificate and a cash stipend.  In addition, the professor who advised the award-winning project will receive a research stipend from the Provost.  Provost Awards will be determined based on information in the abstract that is submitted with the proposal (for additional information on preparing the abstract, visit the conference website).
Presentations
Students can present their research through an oral/multimedia presentation or as a poster to be exhibited during the conference.  Whether to choose a poster or oral/multimedia presentation depends on a range of issues.  Students are encouraged to discuss the best way to present their research with their project advisor or academic advisor. 

Poster Presentations: During a poster presentation, information about the project is displayed on a posterboard and the author of the project stands nearby.  As people walk through the display area, they converse with the authors of projects in which they have some interest.  Poster sessions last one hour.  Poster presentations can be less stressful for authors and can be more interesting for all involved, as the author and others have the opportunity to discuss methods and results.  Generally, poster presentations should fit on a 6' × 4' board.  Arrangements can be made for a few posters that exceed these dimensions.  Exhibitions of visual art pieces are included in the poster presentation category.  The format for posters is the same for completed projects and for works in progress.

Oral Research Presentations: Oral presentations (which can include slides, PowerPoint, etc.) are grouped together in a panel by discipline, area, or theme.  Typically, three or four presenters comprise a panel.  After the presentations, the audience has time to ask questions of the presenters.  Each presenter of a completed project will be allotted about 20 minutes. 

Oral and Multimedia Creative Presentations: This category includes readings of creative writing, stage readings, musical performance pieces, short film presentations, or other creative work.  Time will be allotted based on the needs of each presentation. 

"Work in progress" presentations: "Work in progress" presentations are for work that is in the middle stages of data collection or formulation.  The goal of these presentations is to encourage feedback from audience members that may benefit a project.  Research presentations can include a discussion of research questions or hypotheses and research methods.  "Work in progress" presentation of creative projects may include early drafts or sketches, or discussion of creative issues encountered in the project.
Submitting a Proposal to the Undergraduate Research Conference
To submit a proposal to present your work at the Undergraduate Research Conference: 
1) Go to the Undergraduate Research Conference website and download the proposal form (or use the form that is at the end of this document).  Complete this form.
2) Prepare an abstract of about 500 words that describes your project clearly (a short review of other relevant literature; a description of the process you used during your research; any results that you have obtained so far (not all proposals will be able to include results because the research is ongoing – this is fine)).  Abstracts will be reviewed to determine conference participants and the Provost Awards.
3) Prepare a short description of your project (limited to 150 words - this can be copied and pasted from your abstract).  This description will be used in the conference program.

Send these three documents as Word or PDF attachments to honors@albany.edu.  
All proposals and abstracts must be received by 5:00 PM on Friday, March 23, 2012.  Students will be notified about their proposals about a week later.
Preparing Your Abstract (Particularly for Those Who Would Like to be Considered for a Provost Award)
Your abstract is all the information that the Award Committee has about your project.  Try to put as much specific information into your abstract as you can, particularly about the results or conclusions of your research.  We recognize that, at the time you must prepare your abstract, you may not have that much specific information to include.  However, do what you can.  If you are just beginning your data analysis, for example, you might put in the specific plan for your analysis (e.g., the associations you will be exploring) and any preliminary information you have.  

Because the abstract is a short document, you need to pack the information in.  Be concise and pithy.

In the first sentence of your abstract, state what question you are asking or what issue you are exploring.

In the next few sentences, give some background or some context for your research.  Provide a brief description of the current state of the research in the area you are exploring.  At the end of these sentences, add one (or maybe two) sentence about how your research may add to what is already known.  
In the next few sentences, describe the methods/materials that you have used in your research.

Then, to the extent that you can, describe the results of your research.  If your research is data-based, describe the data as best as you can.  Provide preliminary analyses if you can.  Describe in as much detail as possible how your analysis will proceed.  If your research is not data-based, describe how you are working with the material you are using.  What sort of analyses have you been performing?  What are some of the early outcomes from your analyses?
Finally, provide whatever discussion of your results you can.  How do you interpret the material that you will be presenting?

A special note for those submitting proposals for creative work:  Discuss with your advisor or with a professor in your department how best to submit an abstract.  As with all the abstracts, you will want to give some background/context for the work that you will be presenting.  You will also want to describe the work and how it was created.  You will also want to describe your interpretation of your work and how it fits into the background/context that you described in the first part of your abstract.  

If you have an advisor for the project you will be submitting, ask her or him to read over your abstract and suggest modifications.  If you do not have an advisor, perhaps you could ask a professor in your major to provide some feedback on your abstract.  
Undergraduate Research Conference Proposal Form  --  2012
Please complete this form and return it as an email attachment in Microsoft Word to honors@uamail.albany.edu.  All proposals must be received by 5:00 PM on Friday, March 23, 2012. 
	Name:
	
	UAlbany ID:
	

	Email:
	
	Phone:
	


	Your major or prospective major:
	

	
	

	Project or thesis advisor/mentor (if applicable):
	

	Email address of project advisor/mentor:
	

	

	Please indicate whether the work you plan to present is part of your (check only one):

	
	Project or assignment for a course (e.g., term paper)

	
	Senior thesis/project

	
	Independent study project

	
	Undergraduate Research Initiative collaborative project

	
	Living-Learning Community project

	
	Work as a research assistant for a professor or graduate student

	
	Study Abroad project

	
	Internship project

	
	Other (please specify):


Please indicate your preferred presentation format (check only one – see above for description of each type):

	
	Oral research presentation

	
	Oral or multimedia creative presentation 
	(estimated time needed to present project: 
	_______
	minutes)

	
	Poster presentation or art installation piece

	If it is not possible to schedule you for an oral research presentation, would you be willing to do a poster presentation of your work?
	
	Yes
	
	No



The work you will presenting can be best described as:

	
	Finished or mostly finished by the conference date

	
	A “work in progress” presentation (see information sheet)


	A computer and projector will be available for all oral research presentations.  If you will need additional equipment, or if you will need space for an art installation or will need specific space for a creative performance, please describe:

	


Working title for your presentation:

	


Please indicate times that you will not be available to present your work during the dates of the conference:

	Friday, April 27: 2:00PM - 7:00PM
	

	Saturday April 28:  10:00AM – 7:00PM
	


→ With this proposal, please submit an abstract (up to 500 words) of your proposed presentation as a separate document.  This will be used to evaluate your proposal and determine your acceptance to the conference. 
→ Also, please attach a short description of your project (limit of 150 words) as a separate document (this can be copied and pasted from your abstract).  If your application is accepted, this will be printed in the conference program. 
Undergraduate Research Conference Website: http://www.albany.edu/urc

