PhD Cohort Forms Long-Lasting Friendships
Rob Keefe (PhD, 1996) was looking forward to the 2005 NYS NASW conference as a chance to return to the Capital District and catch up with some old friends.  While at the conference Marsha Descartes (PhD, 2000), a former classmate, approached him to say hello.  The two had a lot of catching up to do after having not seen each other for a few years.
Rob and Marsha had met as first-year doctoral students in 1989 and became fast friends.  They were eager to hear about one another’s lives and how their 12 former classmates were doing.  Between the two of them, they knew the whereabouts of each classmate and decided they should all get together for a class reunion.
Since May 2006, between 6 and 9 of the fellow classmates come in from various parts of the country including Seattle and Virginia and from other parts of New York State to catch up and reminisce over a long lunch filled with much laughter.
As they reflect on their proudest accomplishments in the PhD program, among the most fulfilling was their well-kept promise to one another that each of them successfully complete the program.  The cohort spent much of their first summer at UAlbany studying together for the qualifying exams.  They would meet weekly at the home of Fran Abrams, another classmate, divide the many pages of readings among themselves and meet each week for the remainder of the summer to provide written summaries of the articles they agreed to read for each other.  Their hard work and promise to each other paid off as 11 of the 12 completed the PhD and went on to successful careers in NYS government agency administration, academe, policy analysis, private practice, consulting, and academic administration.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When asked what advice they would give to students in future doctoral cohorts, they quickly said:  “Form bonds with and be supportive of each other.  A PhD in Social Welfare is a noble undertaking that does not have to be done in isolation.  Although you may have to give up a lot to pursue a PhD, you can also develop long-term and very fulfilling friendships in the process.”
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2009 Reunion of PhD Cohorts
L-R Standing:  Marsha Descartes, SSW Coordinator of Field Education Bonita Sanchez, Carolyn Logsdon, Jeri Burns, and Francine Abrams.
L-R Seated: Karen Rich, SSW Associate Dean Ricky Fortune, Ann Johnson, and Rob Keefe.
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