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Table 6.87.2005

Methods of execution in States authorizing the death penalty

By State, 2005

Lethal injection Electrocution Lethal gas Hanging Firing squad

Alabama® Alabama® Arizona®? Delaware®® Idaho®

Arizona® Arkansas® California® New Hampshire®®  Oklahoma®'
Arkansas®® Florida® Missouri® Washington® Utah®9
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Note: See Note, table 6.81.2005. The method of execution of Federal prisoners is lethal injection, pursuant to 28
CFR, Part 26. For offenses under the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, the method is
that of the State in which the conviction took place, pursuant to 18 USC 3596.

@Authorizes more than one method of execution.

PArizona authorizes lethal injection for persons whose capital sentence was received after Nov. 15, 1992; for
those who were sentenced before that date, the condemned prisoner may select lethal injection or lethal gas.
°Delaware authorizes lethal injection for those whose capital offense occurred on or after June 13, 1986; for
those whose offense occurred before that date, the condemned prisoner may select lethal injection or hanging.
dArkansas authorizes lethal injection for those whose capital offense occurred on or after July 4, 1983; for those
whose offense occurred before that date, the condemned prisoner may select lethal injection or electrocution.
®New Hampshire authorizes hanging only if lethal injection cannot be given.

fOklahoma authorizes electrocution if lethal injection is held unconstitutional, and firing squad if both lethal
injection and electrocution are held unconstitutional.

9Utah authorizes firing squad if lethal injection is held unconstitutional. Prisoners who selected firing squad prior
to May 3, 2004 may still be entitled to that method.

hKentucky authorizes lethal injection for persons whose capital sentence was received on or after Mar. 31, 1998;
for those sentenced before that date, the condemned prisoner may select lethal injection or electrocution.
nyoming authorizes lethal gas if lethal injection is held unconstitutional.

ITennessee authorizes lethal injection for those whose capital offense occurred after Dec. 31, 1998; for those
whose offense occurred before that date, the condemned prisoner may select lethal injection or electrocution.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Capital Punishment, 2005, Bulletin NCJ
215083 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, December 2006), p. 4, Table 2.
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