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Table 6.57

Federal prison population, and number and percent sentenced for drug offenses

United States, 1970-2004

Total sen- Sentenced population
tenced and Drug offenses

unsentenced Percent
population Total Number of total

1970 21,266 20,686 3,384 16.3%
1971 20,891 20,529 3,495 17.0
1972 22,090 20,729 3,523 16.9
1973 23,336 22,038 5,652 25.6
1974 23,690 21,769 6,203 28.4
1975 23,566 20,692 5,540 26.7
1976 27,033 24,135 6,425 26.6
1977 29,877 25,673 6,743 26.2
1978 27,674 23,501 5,981 25.4
1979 24,810 21,539 5,468 253
1980 24,252 19,023 4,749 249
1981 26,195 19,765 5,076 25.6
1982 28,133 20,938 5,518 26.3
1983 30,214 26,027 7,201 27.6
1984 32,317 27,622 8,152 29.5
1985 36,042 27,623 9,491 34.3
1986 37,542 30,104 11,344 37.7
1987 41,609 33,246 13,897 41.8
1988 41,342 33,758 15,087 447
1989 47,568 37,758 18,852 49.9
1990 54,613 46,575 24,297 52.2
1991 61,026 52,176 29,667 56.9
1992 67,768 59,516 35,398 59.5
1993 76,531 68,183 41,393 60.7
1994 82,269 73,958 45,367 61.3
1995 85,865 76,947 46,669 60.7
1996 89,672 80,872 49,096 60.7
1997 95,513 87,294 52,059 59.6
1998 104,507 95,323 55,984 58.7
1999 115,024 104,500 60,399 57.8
2000 123,141 112,329 63,898 56.9
2001 131,419 120,829 67,037 55.5
2002 139,183 128,090 70,009 54.7
2003 148,731 137,536 75,801 55.1
2004 154,706 143,864 77,867 54.1

Note: These data represent prisoners housed in Federal Bureau of Prisons facilities; prison-
ers housed in contract facilities are not included. Data for 1970-76 are for June 30; beginning
in 1977, data are for September 30. Some data have been revised by the Source and may
differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.

#As of November 2004.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons [Online]. Available:
http://www.bop.gov/fact0598.html [Sept. 9, 2003]; and data provided by the U.S. Department
of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons.
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