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Note: These data are from the Violent Offender Incarceration and Truth-in-Sentencing Incentive
Grant Program. The data include only offenders with a sentence of more than 1 year that have
been released for the first time on the current sentence. Excludes persons released from prison
by transfer, appeal, or detainer, as well as escapees and deceased prisoners.  "Truth-in-
sentencing States" include the 29 States and the District of Columbia that had adopted the
Federal truth-in-sentencing standard by yearend 2000. This standard requires that Part I violent
offenders (defined as the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Uniform Crime Reporting Program
offenses of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault) serve
not less than 85% of their prison sentence before becoming eligible for release. The result of
truth-in-sentencing practices has been to reduce discretionary release of offenders by parole
boards in favor of mandatory release according to statutory provisions.

aViolent offenders include those serving sentences for murder and nonnegligent manslaughter,
rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.
bExcludes sentences of life or death.
cBased on States that reported both mean maximum sentence and mean time served.
dThese States met Federal truth-in-sentencing standards. The District of Columbia is excluded.
eNot calculated by the Source.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Trends in State Parole, 1990-
2000, Special Report NCJ 184735 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, October 2001),
p. 6.
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