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Table 6.37

State and Federal prisoners reporting possession of firearms during current offense

By offense, United States, 1997

Prisoners

State

Federal

Percent who
possessed a
firearm during

Percent who
possessed a
firearm during

Current offense Number current offense Number current offense
Violent offense 483,713 30.2% 12,604 35.4%
Homicide 135,493 429 1,273 39.3
Sexual assault 87,687 2.9 679 0
Robbery 145,318 345 8,554 40.3
Assault 95,756 31.2 1,108 26.0
Other violent 19,459 27.1 989 224
Property offense 227,726 3.1 5,811 29
Burglary 111,198 4.0 279 10.1
Other property 116,528 2.3 5,531 25
Drug offense 213,974 8.1 54,561 8.7
Possession 91,511 7.8 9,959 7.0
Trafficking 116,578 8.6 39,769 9.1
Other drug 5,885 3.1 4,834 8.7
Public-order offense 99,396 19.1 12,708 27.3
Weapons 25,257 64.9 5,905 519
Other public-order 74,139 3.5 6,803 5.9

Note: See Note, table 6.35.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Firearm Use by Offenders,
Special Report NCJ 189369 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, November 2001),

p. 3, Table 4.
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