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before 1980 are based on the civilian population. The civilian population repre -
sents the resident population less the armed forces stationed in the United
States. Since 1980, the rates are based on the total resident population provided
by the U.S. Census Bureau. Some data have been revised by the Source and
may differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK. For information on method-
ology and definitions of terms, see Appendix 15.

aCustody counts.
bJurisdiction counts.
cRates have been revised and are now based on population estimates from the
2000 decennial census.
dPreliminary; subject to revision.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners
1925-81, Bulletin NCJ-85861, p. 2; Prisoners in 1998, Bulletin NCJ 175687, p. 3,
Table 3 and p. 5, Table 6; 2000, Bulletin NCJ 188207, p. 5, Table 6; 2001, Bulletin
NCJ 195189, p. 5 and p. 6, Table 7; 2002, Bulletin NCJ 200248, p. 4 and p. 5, Table
5; 2003, Bulletin NCJ 205335, p. 4 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice);
and U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Correctional Popula-
tions in the United States, 1994, NCJ-160091, Tables 1.8 and 1.9; 1997, NCJ
177613, Tables 1.8 and 1.9 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice). Table
adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: Prison population data are compiled by a yearend census of prisoners in
State and Federal institutions. Data for 1925 through 1939 include sentenced
prisoners in State and Federal prisons and reformatories whether committed for
felonies or misdemeanors. Data for 1940 through 1970 include all adult felons
serving sentences in State and Federal institutions. Since 1971, the census has
included all adults or youthful offenders sentenced to a State or Federal correc -
tional institution with maximum sentences of over 1 year.
     Beginning on Dec. 31, 1978, a distinction was made between prisoners "in
custody" and prisoners "under jurisdiction." As defined in a 1978 report (U.S.
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in State and
Federal Institutions on December 31, 1978, NPS Bulletin SD-NPS-PSF-6
(Washington, DC: USGPO, 1980)), "in custody" refers to the direct physical control
and responsibility for the body of a confined person. "Under jurisdiction" is defined
as follows: A State or Federal prison system has jurisdiction over a person if it
retains the legal power to incarcerate the person in one of its own prisons. Juris -
diction is not determined by the prisoner's physical location; jurisdiction is deter-
mined by the legal authority to hold the prisoner. Examples of prisoners under the
jurisdiction of a given system, but not in its custody, are those housed in local jails,
in other States, or in hospitals (including mental health facilities) outside the
correctional system; prisoners on work release, furlough, or bail; and State prison-
ers held in Federal prisons or vice versa. Both custody and jurisdiction figures are
shown for 1977 to facilitate year-to-year comparison. The rates for the period 
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By sex, United States, 1925-2003

under jurisdiction of State and Federal correctional authorities on December 31
Number and rate (per 100,000 resident population in each group) of sentenced prisoners
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