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Note: Data for 1983, 1988, 1993, and 1999 are from the National Jail Census. Data for 1984-
87, 1989-92, 1994-98, and 2000-2003 are from the Annual Survey of Jails taken during
noncensus years. Both the censuses and the surveys are conducted for the U.S. Department
of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics by the U.S. Census Bureau. The data from the annual
surveys are estimates and therefore are subject to sampling variation. A jail is defined as a
locally administered confinement facility that holds inmates beyond arraignment, usually for
more than 48 hours, and is administered and staffed by municipal or county employees.
Excluded from the censuses and surveys were temporary holding facilities, such as physically
separate drunk tanks and police lockups, and other holding facilities that did not hold persons
after they were formally charged in court. Also excluded for all years were Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Vermont because these States have integrated jail-
prison systems. Alaska also was excluded as an integrated system; however, beginning in
1988, locally operated jails in Alaska are included. For methodology and survey sampling
procedures, see Appendix 4.

aData for years prior to 1994 include an unknown number of persons who were under jail
supervision but not confined. Beginning in 1994, data are based on the number of inmates
held in jail facilities.
bJuveniles are persons defined by State statute as being under a certain age, usually 18, and
subject initially to juvenile court authority even if tried as adults in criminal court. In 1994, the
definition was changed to include all persons under age 18.
cThe average daily population is the sum of the number of inmates in a jail each day for a
year, divided by the number of days in the year. 
dRated capacity is the number of beds or inmates assigned by a rating official to facilities within
each jurisdiction.
eThe number of inmates divided by rated capacity times 100. Prior to 1994, this ratio may
include some inmates not in physical custody, but under the jurisdiction of a local jail, such as
inmates on electronic monitoring, under house arrest, or in day reporting or other community
supervision programs. Beginning in 1994, the ratio includes only those held in jail.
fDetailed data for 1-day counts are estimated and rounded to the nearest 100.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Jail Inmates, 1985,
NCJ-105586 (Washington, DC: USGPO, 1987), p. 5, Table 1 and p. 7, Table 5; U.S. Department
of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Jail Inmates 1987, Bulletin NCJ-114319, p. 2, Table 1
and p. 3, Table 5; 1990, Bulletin NCJ-129756, p. 1, Table 1 and p. 2, Table 5; 1991, Bulletin
NCJ-134726, p. 2, Table 1 and p. 3, Table 5; 1992, Bulletin NCJ-143284, p. 2, Table 1 and p. 3,
Table 6; Jails and Jail Inmates 1993-94, Bulletin NCJ-151651, p. 3 and p. 6, Table 7; Prison
and Jail Inmates at Midyear 1997, Bulletin NCJ-167247, p. 6, Table 6 and p. 7, Table 8; 1998,
Bulletin NCJ 173414, p. 6, Table 6 and p. 7, Table 8; 1999, Bulletin NCJ 181643, p. 6, Table 6
and p. 7, Table 9; 2002, Bulletin NCJ 198877, p. 8, Table 9 and p. 9; 2003, Bulletin NCJ
203947, p. 8, Table 9 and p. 9 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice). Table adapted by
SOURCEBOOK staff.
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