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outside the prison facility for medical, mental health or substance
abuse treatment services, or for work-release programs. Deaths of
prisoners who were released on temporary furloughs or who had
escaped the prison facility were excluded.

aDetail may not add to total because of missing data.
bThese data do not include deaths by execution.
cThe District of Columbia transferred custody of prison operations to
the Federal Bureau of Prisons in 2001. These data include nine
prisoner deaths reported by the District of Columbia in 2001.
dPrisons and jails form one integrated system. Data include total  jail
and prison population.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics,
Deaths in Custody Statistical Tables, State Prison Deaths, 2001-
2006, Table 7 [Online]. Available: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/dcrp/
tables/dcst06spt7.htm [July 3, 2008]. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK
staff.

Note: These data are from the Deaths in Custody Reporting
Program, which was launched by the U.S. Department of Justice,
Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) in 2000 to implement the Death
in Custody Reporting Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-297). Data
collection on deaths in local jail facilities began in 2000, followed
by collection from State prison authorities in 2001. In 2002,  collec-
tion of records of deaths from State juvenile correctional systems
began. The U.S. Census Bureau has collected State data for BJS
since 2003.
     State prisons were instructed to report the death of any
prisoner in their custody, even if the prisoner was held for other
jurisdictions, such as county jail, another State, or the Federal
Government. State prisoner death counts include deaths of any
prisoners held in private facilities under contract to the State's
department of correction. Deaths of prisoners in private facilities
were counted in the State that had jurisdiction over the prisoner,
not the State where the private facility was located. State prisons
also were instructed to include the death of any prisoner sent 
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