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aThe 1983 figures were reviewed to attempt to identify the reason for the substantial
increase in prosecutions of Federal officials. The explanation appeared to be two-fold:
there had been a greater focus on Federal corruption nationwide, and there appeared to
have been more consistent reporting of lower-level employees who abused their office,
cases that may have been overlooked in the past. For reference, the U.S. attorneys'
offices were told: "For purposes of this questionnaire, a public corruption case includes
any case involving abuse of office by a public employee. We are not excluding low-level
employees or minor crimes, but rather focusing on the job-relatedness of the offense and
whether the offense involves abuse of the public trust placed in the employee."

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal Division, "Report to Congress on the
Activities and Operations of the Public Integrity Section for 1991," pp. 28, 29; "1992," pp.
36, 37; "1999," pp. 38, 39; "2002," pp. 37, 38. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Justice. (Mimeographed.) Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: Questionnaires are sent annually to the U.S. attorneys' offices in each of the
Federal judicial districts eliciting data concerning indictments and convictions during the
year as well as prosecutions awaiting trial on December 31 of each year. Response
rates for the 94 Federal judicial districts are consistently high, yielding an average
response rate of 97%. These data cover persons elected or appointed to office and
career (staff) government employees; "others involved" include individuals who hold no
official position, but who participated in an offense aimed at corrupting another's public
office. "Abuse of public office" includes offenses such as fraud, extortion, bribery, conflict
of interest, election ballot fraud, and campaign finance offenses. Some data have been
revised by the Source and may differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.
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