
      Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics 2003, page 468

Note: Article II, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution authorizes the President to grant executive
clemency for Federal criminal offenses. The U.S. Pardon Attorney, in consultation with the
Attorney General's office, receives and reviews all petitions for executive clemency, initiates
the necessary investigations, and prepares the recommendations of the Attorney General to
the President. Clemency may be a reprieve, remission of fine or restitution, commutation, or
pardon. A "pardon," which is generally considered only after sentence completion, restores
basic civil rights and may aid in the reinstatement of professional or trade licenses that may
have been lost as a result of the conviction. A "commutation" is a reduction of sentence.
Commutations include remission of fines. Petitions denied also include those that are closed
administratively. Cases in which multiple forms of relief were granted are counted in only one
category. The figures presented in this table do not include clemency actions on draft resist -
ers, or military deserters and absentees during the Vietnam war era. Some data have been
revised by the Source and may differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.

aIn inaugural years, these figures are for the outgoing Administration.
bIn addition to the six commutations, President Clinton granted one reprieve of an execution
date during fiscal year 2000.
cIn addition to the 40 commutations, President Clinton granted 1 reprieve of an execution
date during fiscal year 2001.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Pardon Attorney [Online]. Available:
http://www.usdoj.gov/pardon/actions_administration.htm [July 6, 2004]; and data provided by
the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Pardon Attorney. Table adapted by SOURCE -
BOOK staff. 
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