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aIncludes 7 motions to vacate sentence.

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Director,
1985, p. 149; 1986, p. 176; 1995, p. 139; 1998, p. 143; 1999, p. 137 (Washington, DC:
Administrative Office of the United States Courts); Administrative Office of the United States
Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1987, p. 179; 1988, p. 182; 1989, p. 178; 1990, p.
138; 1991, p. 191; 1992, p. 179; 1993, p. A1-55; 1994, Table C-2; 1996, p. 136; 1997, p.
129 (Washington, DC: USGPO); and Administrative Office of the United States Courts,
Judicial Business of the United States Courts: 2000 Annual Report of the Director, p.
136; 2001 Annual Report of the Director, p. 131; 2002 Annual Report of the Director, p.
130; 2003 Annual Report of the Director, p. 127 (Washington, DC: USGPO). Table
adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: Petitions by Federal prisoners are suits brought against the Federal Govern -
ment. Petitions by State prisoners are those petitions in which the State or its repre -
sentative(s) is (are) named as the defendant(s). "Habeas corpus" is a writ  utilized to
bring a party before a court. In this case, the government must ensure that an individ-
ual's imprisonment conforms with the law. "Mandamus" is a writ issued by a superior
court to an inferior court or to a public official, directing that a specified action be
taken. Prisoners file mandamus petitions in order to compel a government official to
perform a duty owed to the prisoner. "Civil rights" petitions are a means to seek relief
from constitutional deprivations. Data for 1977-91 are reported for the 12-month
period ending June 30. Beginning in 1992, data are reported for the Federal fiscal
year, which is the 12-month period ending September 30. Some data have been
revised by the Source and may differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.
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Petitions filed in U.S. District Courts by Federal and State prisoners
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