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Table 5.51

Arrest offense of felony defendants in the 75 largest counties

United States, 2000%

Most serious Felony defendants
arrest charge Number Percent
All offenses 54,428 100%
Violent offenses 13,546 24.9
Murder 485 0.9
Rape 886 16
Robbery 2,930 5.4
Assault 6,607 121
Other violent 2,638 4.8
Property offenses 16,083 29.5
Burglary 3,983 7.3
Larceny/theft 4,473 8.2
Motor vehicle theft 1,623 3.0
Forgery 1,819 3.3
Fraud 2,121 3.9
Other property 2,064 3.8
Drug offenses 20,038 36.8
Trafficking 9,360 17.2
Other drug 10,678 19.6
Public-order offenses 4,761 8.7
Weapons 1,418 2.6
Driving-related 1,617 3.0
Other public-order 1,726 3.2

Note: These data were collected by the Pretrial Services Resource Center for the U.S.
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics as part of the State Court Processing
Statistics program. The data are based on 40 of the 75 most populous counties in the United
States and a sample of 14,877 felony cases collected from the 40 sampled counties. These
cases represent the estimated 54,590 felony cases filed in the 75 counties in May 2000, and
the felony defendants involved in these cases. The sample was designed and selected by the
U.S. Census Bureau. These data are estimates derived from a sample and therefore are
subject to sampling variation.

Data for the specific arrest charge were available for all cases. For methodology, defini-
tions of terms, and crimes within offense categories, see Appendix 13.

2Detail may not add to total because of rounding.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Felony Defendants in
Large Urban Counties, 2000, NCJ 202021 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice,
2003), p. 2, Table 1.
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