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By type and length of sentence, 1945-2003

Defendants sentenced for violation of drug laws in U.S. District Courts
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eFrom 1986-90, split sentences, indeterminate sentences, and Youth Corrections Act and
youthful offender sentences are not included in computing average sentence. Beginning in
1991, supervised release, probation of 4 days or less, suspended sentences, sealed
sentences, and no sentence also are not included in computing the average sentence.
fIncludes one death sentence.

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in the United
States District Courts, 1984 (Washington, DC: USGPO, 1986), pp. 42, 43; Administrative
Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in the United States District Courts,
1985 (Washington, DC: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, 1987), pp. 40, 41;
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1997
(Washington, DC: USGPO, 1998), pp. 217-220; Administrative Office of the United States
Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1998, pp. 231-234; 1999, pp. 225-227 (Washington,
DC: Administrative Office of the United States Courts); Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, Judicial Business of the United States Courts: 2000 Annual Report of the
Director, pp. 224-227; 2001 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 214-217; 2002 Annual
Report of the Director, pp. 214-217; 2003 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 214-217
(Washington, DC: USGPO); and tables provided to SOURCEBOOK staff by the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: See Notes, tables 5.9 and 5.22. Data for 1945-91 are reported for the 12-month
period ending June 30. Beginning in 1992, data are reported for the Federal fiscal year,
which is the 12-month period ending September 30. Some data have been revised by the
Source and may differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.

aIncludes sentences of more than 6 months that are to be followed by a term of probation
(mixed sentences). Beginning in 1991, includes sentences of at least 1 month that may be
followed by a term of probation.
bFrom 1978-88, "other" includes split sentences, indeterminate sentences, and Youth
Corrections Act and youthful offender sentences. In 1989 and 1990, the category includes
split sentences and indeterminate sentences. Beginning in 1991, "other" includes deporta-
tion, suspended and sealed sentences, imprisonment of 4 days or less, and no sentence.
cIncludes supervised release, probation of 4 days or less, suspended sentences, sealed
sentences, and no sentence.
dFrom 1978-90, split sentences, Youth Corrections Act and youthful offender sentences,
and life sentences are not included in computing average sentence. Beginning in 1991, life
sentences, death sentences, deportation, suspended and sealed sentences, imprisonment
of 4 days or less, and no sentence also are not included in computing average sentence.
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