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Table 5.37

Defendants charged with violation of drug laws in U.S. District Courts

By type of disposition, 1945-2003

Not convicted Convicted and sentenced
Plea of guilty
Total Acquitted by or nolo Convicted by

defendants Total Dismissed® Court Jury Total contendere Court Jury
1945 1,413 228 197 5 26 1,185 1,062 35 88
1946 1,687 349 305 13 31 1,338 1,218 37 83
1947 1,880 210 153 17 40 1,670 1,517 57 96
1948 1,790 308 237 14 57 1,482 1,324 48 110
1949 1,806 208 148 14 46 1,598 1,404 59 135
1950 2,400 264 184 28 52 2,136 1,907 61 168
1951 2,332 304 234 25 45 2,028 1,745 105 178
1952 2,121 252 184 29 39 1,869 1,523 109 237
1953 2,336 333 237 30 66 2,003 1,589 121 293
1954 2,220 310 239 28 43 1,910 1,491 107 312
1955 2,166 363 279 32 52 1,803 1,386 95 322
1956 1,835 314 221 36 57 1,521 1,168 93 260
1957 1,910 256 184 28 44 1,654 1,264 91 299
1958 1,942 301 217 25 59 1,641 1,138 129 374
1959 1,742 364 267 40 57 1,378 1,005 112 261
1960 1,846 340 263 38 39 1,506 1,155 93 258
1961 1,828 313 248 20 45 1,515 1,171 74 270
1962 1,643 240 175 29 36 1,403 1,022 113 268
1963 1,689 283 222 34 27 1,406 1,040 112 254
1964 1,679 271 205 32 34 1,408 1,039 112 257
1965 2,078 323 257 41 25 1,755 1,384 132 239
1966 2,223 349 280 36 33 1,874 1,469 119 286
1967 2,250 428 363 34 31 1,822 1,424 119 279
1968 2,692 563 466 49 48 2,129 1,664 138 327
1969 3,545 836 716 50 70 2,709 2,239 123 347
1970 3,420 959 886 48 45 2,461 2,030 97 334
1971 5,366 2,204 2,080 43 81 3,162 2,682 94 386
1972 6,848 1,600 1,396 52 152 5,248 4,391 228 629
1973 9,983 2,169 1,905 83 181 7,814 6,297 393 1,124
1974 10,989 2,744 2,430 80 234 8,245 6,666 437 1,142
1975 10,901 2,750 2,454 62 234 8,151 6,531 393 1,227
1976 10,762 2,721 2,404 73 244 8,041 6,324 446 1,271
1977 9,741 2,106 1,754 53 299 7,635 5,970 387 1,278
1978 7,860 2,043 1,729 37 277 5,817 4,440 290 1,087
1979 6,609 1,542 1,297 34 211 5,067 3,662 240 1,165
1980 6,343 1,594 1,337 32 225 4,749 3,450 236 1,063
1981 7,008 1,662 1,385 29 248 5,346 3,757 308 1,281
1982 7,981 1,645 1,360 51 234 6,336 4,798 342 1,196
1983 9,164 1,674 1,393 36 245 7,490 5,774 363 1,353
1984 9,191 1,732 1,421 28 283 7,459 5,793 218 1,448
1985 11,208 1,977 1,609 56 312 9,231 7,511 223 1,497
1986 12,934 2,170 1,811 63 296 10,764 8,888 159 1,717
1987 15,130 2,431 2,047 49 335 12,699 10,655 203 1,841
1988 15,750 2,588 2,168 45 375 13,162 11,044 170 1,948
1989 16,834 2,695 2,299 49 347 14,139 11,686 161 2,292
1990 19,271 3,083 2,610 53 420 16,188 13,067 148 2,973
1991 19,227 2,881 2,444 39 398 16,346 13,554 93 2,699
1992 19,168 2,779 2,323 35 421 16,389 13,577 60 2,752
1993 21,543 2,967 2,534 60 373 18,576 16,018 78 2,480
1994 21,441 2,978 2,592 65 321 18,463 16,276 48 2,139
1995 18,502 2,641 2,358 52 231 15,861 14,345 56 1,460
1996 20,957 2,624 2,376 38 210 18,333 16,620 48 1,665
1997 22,276 2,443 2,224 36 183 19,833 18,315 65 1,453
1998 24,141 2,612 2,371 47 194 ) 21,529 20,042 62 1,425
1999 27,023 2,776 2,567 37 172 24,247 22,936 66 1,245
2000 27,220 2,434 2,210 41 183 24,786 23,630 50 1,106
2001 28,238 2,423 2,212 39 172 25,815 24,852 43 920
2002 29,477 2,351 2,167 41 143 27,126 26,132 53 941
2003 29,457 2,471 2,329 18 124 26,986 25,961 53 972
Note: See Notes, tables 5.9 and 5.22. Data for 1945-91 are reported for the 12-month Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in the United
period ending June 30. Beginning in 1992, data are reported for the Federal fiscal year, States District Courts, 1984 (Washington, DC: USGPO, 1986), pp. 42, 43; Administrative
which is the 12-month period ending September 30. Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in the United States District Courts,

1985 (Washington, DC: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, 1987), pp. 40, 41;

2From 1968-81 and 1990-2000, defendants who were committed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1997
2902 of the Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act are included in the dismissed column. (Washington, DC: USGPO, 1998), pp. 214-216; Administrative Office of the United States

Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1998, pp. 228-230; 1999, pp. 222-224 (Washington,
DC: Administrative Office of the United States Courts); Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, Judicial Business of the United States Courts: 2000 Annual Report of the
Director, pp. 221-223; 2001 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 211-213; 2002 Annual
Report of the Director, pp. 211-213; 2003 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 211-213
(Washington, DC: USGPO); and tables provided to SOURCEBOOK staff by the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.
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