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Table 5.22.2009 
Criminal defendants disposed of in U.S. District Courts 

By type of disposition, 1945-2009 
Total Not convicted Convicted and sentenced 

criminal Acquitted by Plea of guilty or Convicted by 
defendants Total Dismisseda Court Jury Total nolo contendere Court Jury 

1945 43,755 7,641 6,462 331 848 36,114 30,817 3,082 2,215 
1946 38,872 6,693 5,599 259 835 32,179 27,385 3,250 1,544 
1947 38,180 5,592 4,512 279 801 32,588 29,138 2,336 1,114 
1948 35,431 4,911 3,990 225 696 30,520 27,833 1,672 1,015 
1949 37,318 4,245 3,332 297 616 33,073 30,447 1,628 998 

1950 38,835 4,210 3,268 276 666 34,625 31,739 1,731 1,155 
1951 42,286 4,096 3,204 309 583 38,190 35,271 1,795 1,124 
1952 39,947 3,904 2,947 296 661 36,043 32,734 2,002 1,307 
1953 39,234 4,349 3,220 409 720 34,885 31,336 2,207 1,342 
1954 44,447 4,903 3,617 501 785 39,544 35,560 2,308 1,678 
1955 40,235 5,184 3,832 450 902 35,501 31,148 2,077 1,826 
1956 33,216 4,320 3,125 425 770 28,896 25,029 2,227 1,640 
1957 31,284 3,544 2,426 348 770 27,740 23,867 2,343 1,530 
1958 32,055 3,717 2,606 378 733 28,338 24,256 2,475 1,607 
1959 32,125 3,736 2,667 321 748 28,389 24,793 2,089 1,507 

1960 31,984 3,828 2,629 340 859 28,156 24,245 2,179 1,732 
1961 32,671 4,046 2,887 291 868 28,625 24,830 2,124 1,671 
1962 33,110 4,599 3,374 390 835 28,511 24,639 1,997 1,875 
1963 34,845 5,042 3,735 544 763 29,803 25,924 2,005 1,874 
1964 33,381 4,211 2,936 559 716 29,170 26,273 942 1,955 
1965 33,718 4,961 3,789 463 709 28,757 25,923 961 1,873 
1966 31,975 4,661 3,570 397 694 27,314 24,127 1,066 2,121 
1967 31,535 5,191 4,196 409 586 26,344 23,121 1,040 2,173 
1968 31,843 6,169 4,981 484 704 25,674 22,055 1,184 2,435 
1969 32,796 5,993 4,867 483 643 26,803 23,138 1,152 2,513 

1970 36,356 8,178 6,608 703 867 28,178 24,111 1,290 2,777 
1971 44,615 12,512 10,655 687 1,170 32,103 27,544 1,416 3,143 
1972 49,516 12,296 10,219 690 1,387 37,220 31,714 1,847 3,659 
1973 46,724 11,741 9,757 661 1,323 34,983 29,009 1,873 4,101 
1974 48,014 11,784 10,019 508 1,257 36,230 30,660 1,785 3,785 
1975  49,212 11,779 10,274 397 1,108 37,433 31,816 1,580 4,037 
1976  51,612 11,500 9,752 508 1,240 40,112 34,041 1,587 4,484 
1977  53,188 11,732 9,952 598 1,382 41,456 35,323 1,629 4,504 
1978  45,922 9,417 7,792 311 1,314 36,505 31,112 1,431 3,962 
1979  41,175 8,262 6,791 303 1,168 32,913 27,295 2,006 3,612 

1980 36,560 7,962 6,633 283 1,046 28,598 23,111 1,851 3,636 
1981 38,127 8,259 6,981 266 1,012 29,868 24,322 1,867 3,679 
1982 40,466 8,214 7,051 255 938 32,252 27,392 1,205 3,655 
1983 43,329 7,738 6,566 281 891 35,591 30,523 1,286 3,782 
1984 44,501 8,397 7,022 327 1,048 36,104 31,461 969 3,674 
1985 47,360 8,830 7,484 415 931 38,530 33,823 994 3,713 
1986 50,040 9,300 7,894 461 945 40,740 35,448 1,139 4,153 
1987 54,168 10,226 8,802 446 978 43,942 38,440 1,371 4,131 
1988 52,791 9,889 8,379 453 1,057 42,902 37,514 1,267 4,121 
1989 54,643 10,119 8,420 638 1,061 44,524 38,681 1,225 4,618 

1990 56,519 9,794 8,193 630 971 46,725 40,452 1,063 5,210 
1991 56,747 9,979 8,372 603 1,004 46,768 41,213 699 4,856 
1992 59,644 9,384 7,769 560 1,055 50,260 44,632 576 5,052 
1993 61,309 9,586 8,284 396 906 51,723 46,541 500 4,682 
1994 59,625 9,908 8,669 545 693 49,717 45,429 491 3,797 
1995 54,980 8,207 7,112 482 613 46,773 43,103 467 3,203 
1996 60,255 7,985 7,083 340 562 52,270 48,196 461 3,613 
1997 63,148 7,500 6,607 400 493 55,648 51,918 499 3,231 
1998 67,934 8,049 6,968 594 487 59,885 56,256 601 3,028 
1999 73,481 8,666 7,649 553 464 64,815 61,626 487 2,702 

2000 75,071 8,035 6,992 603 440 67,036 63,863 632 2,541 
2001 75,650 7,919 7,017 479 423 67,731 64,402 1,035 2,294 
2002 78,835 7,953 7,217 336 400 70,882 68,188 423 2,271 
2003 83,530 8,680 7,957 293 430 74,850 72,110 327 2,413 
2004 81,717 8,101 7,465 239 397 73,616 71,028 312 2,276 
2005 86,000 8,661 8,141 159 361 77,339 74,024 291 3,024 
2006 87,985 8,260 7,755 141 364 79,725 76,610 245 2,870 
2007 88,014 9,153 8,651 174 328 78,861 75,949 323 2,589 
2008 91,390 8,939 8,400 184 355 82,451 79,842 244 2,365 
2009 95,206 8,892 8,408 152 332 86,314 83,707 279 2,328 
Note: The District of Columbia is excluded from these data through 1973. The territorial 
courts of the Virgin Islands, Canal Zone, and Guam are excluded through 1976. Data for 
1945-91 are reported for the 12-month period ending June 30. Beginning in 1992, data 
are reported for the Federal fiscal year, which is the 12-month period ending September 
30. Between 1991 and 2004, defendants charged in two or more cases that were termi-
nated during the year are counted only once. Beginning in 2005, defendants charged in 
two or more cases that were terminated during the year are counted separately for each 
case. 
 
a
Prior to 2001, these data included defendants who were committed pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. 2902 of the Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act. 
 
Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Federal Offenders in the 
United States District Courts July 1973-June 1974 (Washington, DC: Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts, 1977), p. H-1; Administrative Office of the United  

States Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1979, p. 108; 1981, p. 101, Table 46; 1983, p. 
171; 1985, p. 180; 1986, pp. 271-278; 1995, pp. 225-227; 1998, pp. 228-230; 1999, pp. 222-
224 (Washington, DC: Administrative Office of the United States Courts); Administrative Office 
of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Director, 1982, p. 141; 1987, pp. 294-304; 
1988, pp. 297-304; 1989, pp. 295-302; 1990, pp. 204-207; 1991, pp. 256, 257, 262, 263; 
1992, pp. 269-272, 276-279; 1993, Tables D-5, D-7; 1994, Tables D-5, D-7; 1996, pp. 221-
223; 1997, pp. 214-216 (Washington, DC: USGPO); and Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts, Judicial Business of the United States Courts: 2000 Annual Report of the 
Director, pp. 221, 223; 2001 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 211-213; 2002 Annual Re-
port of the Director, pp. 211-213; 2003 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 211-213; 2004 
Annual Report of the Director, pp. 217-219; 2005 Annual Report of the Director, p. 245; 
2006 Annual Report of the Director, p. 249; 2007 Annual Report of the Director, p. 246; 
2008 Annual Report of the Director, p. 244; 2009 Annual Report of the Director, p. 239 
(Washington, DC: USGPO). Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff. 
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