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Table 4.21

Percent of offenses known to police that were cleared by arrest®

By extent of urbanization and type of offense, 1972-2002

Cities Suburban” Rural

Total Total Total

Crime Violent  Property Crime Violent  Property Crime Violent  Property

Index crime®  crime® Index crime®  crime® Index crime®  crime®
1972 20.6% 48.8% 16.1% 17.2% 50.3% 14.0% 25.2% 70.2% 20.1%
1973 21.2 45.2 18.3 19.2 51.2 17.0 235 69.5 19.3
1974 213 45.2 18.5 19.5 50.0 17.3 24.0 69.7 19.7
1975 21.0 44.7 18.5 19.7 50.0 17.6 23.6 70.1 19.4
1976 20.5 45.5 18.0 19.1 51.3 16.9 22.7 69.5 18.7
1977 21.0 45.8 18.3 19.3 50.9 16.9 23.1 69.2 18.8
1978 20.8 455 18.1 19.4 49.9 17.0 22.7 67.9 18.4
1979 19.8 43.7 17.1 19.0 49.3 16.6 22.8 67.0 18.8
1980 19.2 41.7 16.6 18.6 48.4 16.2 20.5 64.9 16.7
1981 19.5 40.9 17.0 19.4 48.7 17.0 20.7 63.8 17.0
1982 20.0 43.5 17.3 20.4 50.9 17.8 221 66.4 18.1
1983 20.5 445 17.7 211 52.3 18.4 221 66.9 18.0
1984 210 455 18.0 217 53.8 18.8 22.3 65.7 18.1
1985 209 45.7 17.9 21.1 53.2 18.2 229 67.0 18.4
1986 20.7 44.6 17.5 21.1 51.7 18.3 22.0 63.9 17.7
1987 21.0 46.0 17.9 21.2 51.3 18.4 216 61.8 17.6
1988 20.7 44.2 17.7 21.2 51.7 18.4 219 63.5 17.8
1989 213 44.4 18.2 214 51.3 18.7 22.2 61.7 18.2
1990 21.7 43.9 18.3 218 51.7 18.7 22.3 61.3 18.1
1991 21.3 42.9 18.1 217 51.2 18.6 229 63.0 18.6
1992 215 43.1 18.0 219 51.1 18.6 23.0 60.7 18.4
1993 21.2 425 17.6 217 51.0 18.3 229 60.7 18.3
1994 215 43.5 17.8 22.0 525 18.5 23.6 60.9 18.7
1995 21.1 43.5 17.7 22.1 52.7 18.6 23.2 60.9 18.6
1996 218 45.9 18.3 22.3 53.7 19.1 24.3 62.3 19.8
1997 21.4 46.2 17.9 225 54.5 18.9 239 62.2 19.2
1998 213 47.7 17.5 219 545 18.4 234 60.2 18.7
1999 214 48.3 17.6 22.0 54.4 18.4 234 61.4 18.4
2000 20.2 45.4 16.8 216 53.8 17.9 23.7 61.3 18.7
2001 19.4 44.0 16.2 20.5 53.5 17.2 23.0 62.0 18.1
2002 19.7 44.5 16.4 21.3 53.4 17.8 23.2 61.4 18.3

Note: See Notes, tables 4.1, 4.2, and 4.19. For definitions of offenses, city and suburban areas, and
rural counties, see Appendix 3.

ncludes offenses cleared by exceptional means.

Includes city law enforcement agencies with less than 50,000 inhabitants and county law enforce-
ment agencies that are within a Metropolitan Statistical Area; excludes all metropolitan agencies
associated with a central city. The agencies associated with suburban areas also will appear in other
groups within this table.

CViolent crimes are offenses of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and
aggravated assault.

dProperty crimes are offenses of burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. Data are not
included for the property crime of arson.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States,
1972, pp. 107, 108; 1973, pp. 109, 110; 1974, pp. 166, 167; 1975, pp. 166, 167; 1976, pp. 162, 163;
1977, pp. 162, 163; 1978, pp. 177, 178; 1979, pp. 179, 180; 1980, pp. 182, 183; 1981, pp. 153, 154;
1982, pp. 158, 159; 1983, pp. 161, 162; 1984, pp. 154, 155; 1985, pp. 156, 157; 1986, pp. 156, 157;
1987, pp. 155, 156; 1988, pp. 159, 160; 1989, pp. 163, 164; 1990, pp. 165, 166; 1991, pp. 204, 205;
1992, pp. 208, 209; 1993, pp. 208, 209; 1994, pp. 208, 209; 1995, pp. 199, 200; 1996, pp. 205, 206;
1997, pp. 213, 214; 1998, pp. 201, 202; 1999, pp. 203, 204; 2000, pp. 207, 208; 2001, pp. 222, 223;
2002, pp. 223, 224 (Washington, DC: USGPO). Table constructed by SOURCEBOOK staff.
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