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Table 3.95.2009 
Reported alcohol use 

By sex, United States, selected years 1939-2009 
Question: "Do you have occasion to use alcoholic beverages such as liquor, wine or beer, 

or are you a total abstainer?" 

(Percent of respondents reporting that they use alcoholic beverages) 

National Male Female 
1939 58% 70% 45% 
1945 67 75 60 
1946 67 NA NA 
1947 63 72 54 
1949 58 66 49 
1950 60 NA NA 
1951 59 70 46 
1952 60 68 53 
1956 60 NA NA 
1957 58 67 50 
1958 55 66 45 
1960 62 NA NA 
1964 63 NA NA 
1966 65 70 61 
1969 64 NA NA 
1974 68 77 61 
1976 71 NA NA 
1977 71 77 65 
1978 71 75 64 
1979 69 74 64 
1981 70 75 66 
1982 65 69 61 
1983 65 71 58 
1984 64 73 57 
1985 67 72 62 
1987 65 72 57 
1988 63 72 55 
1989 56 64 48 
1990 57 64 51 
1992 64 72 57 
1994 65 70 61 
1996 61 66 55 
1997 61 63 58 
1999 64 70 58 
2000 64 67 60 
2001 62 68 55 
2002 66 72 60 
2003 62 68 57 
2004 62 66 58 
2005 63 63 64 
2006 64 70 59 
2007 64 72 55 
2008 62 61 62 
2009 64 67 61 

Note: Sample sizes vary from year to year; the data for 2009 are based on telephone inter-
views with a randomly selected national sample of 1,011 adults, 18 years of age and older, 
conducted June 14-17, 2009. For a discussion of public opinion survey sampling proce-
dures, see Appendix 5. 
 
Source: George Gallup, Jr., The Gallup Report, Report No. 288, p. 14; The Gallup Poll 
Monthly, No. 303, p. 4; No. 317, p. 46 (Princeton, NJ: The Gallup Poll); The Gallup Poll 
(Princeton, NJ: The Gallup Poll, June 16, 1994), p. 2; The Gallup Organization, Inc., The 
Gallup Poll [Online]. Available: http://www.gallup.com/poll/releases/pr001204.asp [Dec. 11, 
2000]; http://www.gallup.com/poll/releases/pr020809.asp [Sept. 4, 2002]; and data provided 
by The Gallup Organization, Inc. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff. Reprinted by 
permission. 
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