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     "Since 1995, the NCVS has undergone sample reduc-
tions because of the escalating costs of data collection.
At the same time, the rate of violence has continued to
decline. The combination of the two--fewer survey
respondents and less crime--has resulted in a diminished
ability to detect statistically significant year-to-year
changes in rates" (Source, p. 3). Presentation of 2-year
averages for counts and rates permits over time compari-
sons that are more reliable. For survey methodology and
definitions of terms, see Appendix 8.

aDetail may not add to total because of rounding.
bPercent change was calculated using unrounded rates.
cDoes not include murder or manslaughter.
dIncludes pocket picking, purse snatching, and attempted
purse snatching.
eIncludes thefts with unknown losses.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice
Statistics, Criminal Victimization, 2004, NCJ 210674
(Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Septem-
ber 2005), p. 3.

Note: The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) is conducted
annually for the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics
by the U.S. Census Bureau. These estimates are based on data derived
from a continuous survey of a representative sample of housing units in
the United States. For the 2004 survey, approximately 149,000 residents
in 84,360 housing units were interviewed. Response rates were 91% of
eligible housing units and 86% of eligible individuals in interviewed
households. For the 2003 survey, approximately 149,040 residents in
83,660 housing units were interviewed. Response rates were 92% of
eligible housing units and 86% of eligible individuals in interviewed
households. For the 2002 survey, approximately 76,050 residents in
42,340 housing units were interviewed. Response rates were 92% of
eligible housing units and 87% of individuals in interviewed households.
For the 2001 survey, approximately 79,950 residents in 43,680 housing
units were interviewed. Response rates were 93% of eligible housing
units and 89% of individuals in interviewed households. In 2001, the total
U.S. population age 12 and older was 229,215,290; in 2002 it was
231,589,260; in 2003 it was 239,305,990; and in 2004 it was
241,703,710. The total number of households in the United States  in
2001 was 109,568,450; in 2002 it was 110,323,840; in 2003 it was
114,136,930; and in 2004, it was 115,775,570. Readers should note that
the NCVS is based on interviews with victims and therefore cannot
measure murder. 
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