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Note: These data are from the 2002 and 2003 National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH). The NSDUH is an annual survey of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population of
the United States age 12 and older, and is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Prior to 2002,
the survey was called the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA). Due to
methodological changes beginning with the 2002 NSDUH, estimates from the 2002 and 2003
surveys should not be compared with estimates from 2001 and earlier NHSDAs. For the 2002
NSDUH, a response rate of 78.9% yielded 68,126 completed interviews. For the 2003
NSDUH, a response rate of 77.4% yielded 67,784 completed interviews. For information on
survey methodology, see Appendix 7.

aAnswer alternatives to the question were "no risk," "slight risk," "moderate risk," and  "great
risk."

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, Results from the 2003 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health: National Findings (Rockville, MD: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
2004), p. 225. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

73.473.365.765.264.263.171.471.1   packs per day
Smoke one or more
Cigarettes

43.944.531.933.238.538.241.742.3   once or twice a week
Five or more drinks

71.271.761.162.161.662.268.969.4   nearly every day
Four or five drinks
Alcohol

90.991.285.384.876.976.288.788.8   a week
Use once or twice

77.978.563.062.453.452.673.473.7Try once or twice
LSD

95.595.593.593.682.682.593.993.9   a week
Use once or twice

86.286.577.578.058.858.582.282.4Try once or twice
Heroin

90.691.186.687.280.779.889.089.4   a week
Use once or twice

75.075.763.664.151.450.571.071.5Use once a month
Cocaine

55.454.136.835.554.451.552.851.3   a week
Smoke once or twice 

42.9%41.7%24.8%23.5%34.9%32.4%39.6%38.3%Smoke once a month
Marijuana
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ways when they do each of the following activities?"
Question: "How much do you think people risk harming themselves physically and in other 

By age group, United States, 2002 and 2003

Respondents' perceptions of the harmfulness of selected drug use behaviors
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