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Source: National Opinion Research Center, "General Social Surveys, 1972-2002," Storrs,
CT: The Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, University of Connecticut. (Machine-
readable data files.) Table constructed by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: See Note, table 2.15. The "don't know" category has been omitted; therefore percents
may not sum to 100. Readers interested in responses to this question for previous years
should consult previous editions of SOURCEBOOK. For a discussion of public opinion survey
sampling procedures, see Appendix 5.

aBeginning in 1996, education categories were revised slightly and therefore are not directly
comparable to data presented for prior years.

24732870277228702672296828712969Independent       
19792970257423752475257426732574Democrat          
29682771287032663366356426712771Republican        

Politics                     
 

25732077267422782872287126732868None              
0100108569479358912889891189Jewish            

20772474207920791781168320801882Catholic          
26723167306831663068346430673167Protestant        

Religion
                

28683167297132673069386031683068West              
28693166326731663662346428693563South             
22763168257325702473277131672772Midwest           
13841583178218801385138614851386Northeast         

Region
 

65245048574348486036475331664456Farming/agriculture 
26713364316829682969326730683068Manual/service
19782277217923762377217722752078Clerical/support
21772474247527712375287023762574Professional/business

Occupation

NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANAUnder $20,000     
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$20,000 to $29,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$30,000 to $49,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$50,000 and over  

Income

27662770266923723064277025722871    school graduate
Less than high     

24743167287130682771296928702772High school graduate 
22762574247525742376297025742771College 

Educationa

2075296926722670296929672474297050 years and older
2672306828712970267229702970257330 to 49 years    
2673237625742573247627732672277121 to 29 years    
2473296929712471237729713169227818 to 20 years    

Age 

23752374227618791978158117812474Black/other 
24742969277229692771306828702771White 

Race

17792276207820762375237419782078Female 
33663662346537623168366335643564Male              

Sex

24%74%28%70%26%72%27%70%26%72%29%69%26%72%27%72%     National       
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permit before he or she could buy a gun?"
Question: "Would you favor or oppose a law which would require a person to obtain a police 

By demographic characteristics, United States, selected years 1976-2002

Attitudes toward a law requiring a police permit prior to gun purchase

Table 2.66

http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/pdf/t215.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/app5.html
http://www.norc.org/projects/gensoc.asp
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217916801483197921771781198023762671
128812861386128614851386168215831584
277227712375227728712276188121782276

227820771780267222762080138723762670
138715859881189694496010001000100
158415821285158315841484158414841684
227718791880178123751979207822762375

227823731782217725741782158524752474
227716821879207821772275217820772672
207920781879148421781682178120781980
12871385108813841585990158415851090

69436612080435338562472287239562773
208019781979188024742375237522772672
158512861484168314851089158415841680
227819791483178220791584118920781782

188214831484197818802079NANANANANANA
217818791583188119801584NANANANANANA
188219791881178225741683NANANANANANA
227822771583168220791584NANANANANANA

198016821780207618782076247022731782

168318801979197922761979207920772375
217819791484168319791584148518811980

208018791681198019791880178019781781
208017801682158322771782178223762574
178216811682217820781783188215831781
24762179168229691585178330709913466

128711861088138414841584158412861881
217820781880198022771880188121772177

148611861286128614841187128614841385
247527712276257329702673257427723069

19%80%18%80%16%82%18%80%20%78%17%81%18%81%20%79%21%78%
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