
      Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics 2003, pages 140, 141

Source: National Opinion Research Center, "General Social Surveys, 1972-2002,"
Storrs, CT: The Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, University of Connecticut.
(Machine-readable data files.) Table constructed by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: See Note, table 2.15. The "don't know" category has been omitted; therefore
percents may not sum to 100. The "about right" response was volunteered. Readers inter-
ested in responses to this question for previous years should consult previous editions of
SOURCEBOOK. For a discussion of public opinion survey sampling procedures, see
Appendix 5.

aBeginning in 1996, education categories were revised slightly and therefore are not
directly comparable to data presented for prior years.

10805107741180412764108238825Independent       
9824108331080513784688310843Democrat          
8872691198521086288728882Republican        

Politics                     
 

16741972718641177071472410766None              
158200960177332080039086783Jewish            

8844983398631281268828873Catholic          
88539852983412803885310843Protestant        

Religion
                

98241180388051279388538844West              
8853886310833147841082411824South             

1080412813118041080478739853Midwest           
10834586298361082368838862Northeast         

Region
 

15850986087981282268335893Farming/agriculture
88438844108141178598348835Manual/service
8844787198431281278846902Clerical/support

11823118221083313802888111842Professional/business
Occupation

NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANAUnder $20,000     
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$20,000 to $29,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$30,000 to $49,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$50,000 and over  

Income

68638823882318715981410814   school graduate 
Less than high      

983488637854984378837864High school graduate 
10824108121378314773984211833College 

Educationa

886298429832128227882887250 years and older
10814983311823137848863985330 to 49 years    

9805886210778978498151079621 to 29 years    
580108831088481776087981478618 to 20 years    

Age 

87783874117381470797798805Black/other 
984310832108331281288729853White 

Race

8834687188431180388638853Female 
11823127941379514784884410844Male              

Sex

9%83%3%9%84%3%10%82%4%12%79%3%8%85%3%9%84%3%     National       
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enough with criminals?"
Question: "In general, do you think the courts in this area deal too harshly or not harshly 

By demographic characteristics, United States, selected years 1985-2002

Attitudes toward severity of courts in own area

Table 2.47
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176411166681471897658843981410795
186511176610137571375588531279412795
187721278412813108447882885311822

17581321561220621010708127631477314728
16601218571318720976310792128109810
127491570712775117957853982313802
196981472612766108047872982310814

19601416659176961177498431080416734
17709167071176798148862884410825
1967813746137461375588421179412783
167061863813765127666863118228834

165220157041676788141081539438890
1867101371913757117756863982511825
15727167151178598156882883312803
18668186681474511783108321280211783

16661314641113701010766784411785NANANA
2063814727117761376478727864NANANA
18708147261376510824887210852NANANA
17709167061378312784984210813NANANA

156712146991174997766863978517782

1672813737127859823687488449825
20659176681572612765108421180312784

1966816705157641178378621181212813
167091668812757117957872981411804
15681214651011711010766981488629778
34481414601514651257511147077741620703

16601614641412711210721188251176987610
1869816706137541179388621082212803

1670714707127661078468721082211813
19641218678157271178598331081512785

18%67%9%16%68%8%13%74%6%11%78%5%8%85%3%10%81%3%11%80%4%
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