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aPreviously coded as "other."
bLess than 0.5%.
cPreviously coded under "programs for the elderly."
dPreviously coded under "programs for the poor."

Source: Harris Interactive Inc., The Harris Poll 7 (New York: Harris Inter-
active Inc., Apr. 24, 2002, p. 8; Feb. 19, 2004, p. 11). Table adapted by
SOURCEBOOK staff. © 2002, 2004, Harris Interactive Inc. All rights
reserved. Reproduction prohibited without the express written permission
of Harris Interactive.

Note: The issues mentioned are spontaneous, unprompted replies by the respon-
dents. The numbers indicate the percent of respondents who mentioned the item as
one of the top two issues for the government to address. Some issues mentioned by
a relatively small percentage of respondents have been omitted. Sample sizes vary
from year to year; the data for 2004 are based on telephone interviews with a
randomly selected national sample of 1,020 adults, 18 years of age and older,
conducted Feb. 9-16, 2004. For a discussion of public opinion survey sampling
procedures, see Appendix 5.

(b)(b)111(b)12211XHuman/civil/women's rights
1(b)114111123(b)Gun control
112121116523   Medicare/Social Security)

Programs for the elderly (not
1(b)111(b)1222(b)(b)Immigration
133113313112Peace/world peace/nuclear arms
112333443XXXHomelessnessd
2121322321087(Programs for) the poor/poverty
21512162466XXXXSocial Securityc
212124814131672Welfare
223465543XXXMedicarec
2(b)11121222(b)(b)Family values (decline of)
3(b)5510813191621363Crime/violence
311462224339Abortion
322452684363Drugs
413333231113Environment
464222XXXXXXNational securitya
4132223244410   (non-specific)

Domestic/social issues
41623XXXXXXX XXTerrorisma
52254222112XDefense/military
5482313121614111267Taxes
53244512202222819Federal surplus/deficit/budget
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31%37%15%12%5%7%9%8%14%7%12%26%The economy (non-specific)
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Question: "What do you think are the two most important issues for the government to address?"
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Attitudes toward important issues for the government to address
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