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Source: National Opinion Research Center, "General Social Surveys, 1972-2002,"
Storrs, CT: The Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, University of
Connecticut. (Machine-readable data files.) Table constructed by SOURCEBOOK
staff.

Note: Sample sizes vary from year to year; the data for 2002 are based on interviews with a
randomly selected national sample of 2,765 adults, 18 years of age and older, conducted
February to April, 2002. The "don't know" category has been omitted; therefore percents may
not sum to 100. Readers interested in responses to this question for previous years should
consult previous editions of SOURCEBOOK. For a discussion of public opinion survey
sampling procedures, see Appendix 5.

aBeginning in 1996, education categories were revised slightly and therefore are not directly
comparable to data presented for prior years.

134833134633125030125035155228145427Independent       
164831135132125233125034145329125134Democrat          

94841652407494264842145133104742Republican        
Politics                     
 

16443412542875238105333194733174336None              
03367184135061395355585537104545Jewish            

124240640479553494839115432135232Catholic          
135033125430124835115035155228115233Protestant        

Religion
                

15443965238858328484114543094841West              
135329164832124437125033165028144932South             
10483795533115133125232135430125530Midwest           
134339945379533574843135232135132Northeast         

Region

125335311931333333224035153936154045Farming/agriculture           
174928145227125032135229175127144833Manual/service
10483512503310543275833145725126224Clerical/support
10484255143952387454711523694940Professional/business

Occupation

NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANAUnder $20,000     
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$20,000 to $29,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$30,000 to $49,999
NANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANANA$50,000 and over  

Income

135121134126124627184724273921174625   school graduate
Less than high  

174829145229135132125132155626155230High school graduate 
947447504285140649449523785040College 

Educationa

12503215463114503013483217522413513050 years and older
14473695434855349523614553012563030 to 49 years    
10473885040845436514110483811424521 to 29 years    

44839347447375710246210424719522918 to 20 years    
Age 

14532712552610562676126194924115425Black/other 
124737114936114936114738135331135035White 

Race

124834105232115331105233145625115629Female 
134836124738104739114641154736154440Male              

Sex

13%48%35%11%50%34%11%50%35%10%50%36%14%52%30%12%51%33%     National       
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of confidence, only some confidence, or hardly any confidence at all in them?"
institutions (U.S. Supreme Court) are concerned, would you say you have a great deal

Question: "I'm going to name some institutions in this country. As far as the people running these 

By demographic characteristics, United States, selected years 1984-2002

Reported confidence in the U.S. Supreme Court

Table 2.15

http://www.norc.org/projects/gensoc.asp
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/app5.html
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125232144932155030214924175327135032145034
144934105033135031135130164832165227135034

84843135131155033155132164932115433114346

105730144933145129194530184733135629116424
2050251245439474144448124642155030104348

9533511493312483515483314513212503694445
124638145030155129185125175128145229154835

14503412503311533317512915513213483495138
114739135031174730184926185127165525134837
105037145130154930175129185029115233135134
115529124734115431134931144735125032143944

1744281160231942322942132538355582656030
145131184727184530204924175226174929155032

85435125328155625175229165428145725104545
105038950389533612503414483795236104742

165028174430154532214924224626165126NANANA
125531135128145228164931155330174633NANANA
114838135430155031165427135431125828NANANA

8524085337115434125134144838105237NANANA

154631194423213826224122204219134627135723

115036165325155526205124205226175424164932
1051369493811513613523313493611513694545

115133155027144830174629194827145028154833
115234125231145429155526165230145232125136
12424410424315473519463011513713553274150
124141938467335215403821473275238214232

184532144630185024185323155029205520144834
105136125032135033164930175030125132124738

105234125229135228165424175227145228125233
134836144636154734184533164834125134144244

11%50%35%13%49%32%14%50%31%17%50%28%16%50%30%13%52%31%13%48%38%

anysomedealanysomedealanysomedealanysomedealanysomedealanysomedealanysomedeal

HardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreatHardlyOnlygreat
AAAAAAA

200220001998 1996 1994 1993 1991 


