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ePennsylvania has two intermediate appellate courts; the superior court
and the commonwealth court. The selection process is the same for
both.
fThe Judicial Merit Selection Commission screens and then recom-
mends a list of judicial candidates to the legislature. The legislature
votes only on the list submitted by the commission. If all candidates on
the list are rejected, the process begins again with the commission.

Source: American Judicature Society, Judicial Selection in the United
States: A Compendium of Provisions, 2nd edition (Chicago: Ameri-
can Judicature Society, 1993); http://www.ajs.org/js/
judicialselectioncharts.pdf [Jan. 25, 2005]; and data provided by the
American Judicature Society. Reprinted by permission.

Note: See Note, table 1.91. States not listed do not have intermediate appellate courts.

aIn States that use nominating commissions, selection requirements may vary. The governor
makes the appointment solely, with senate confirmation, or with legislative confirmation.
bAlabama and Tennessee have two intermediate appellate courts: the court of civil appeals,
which has civil jurisdiction, and the court of criminal appeals, which has criminal jurisdiction. The
selection process is the same for both.
cAlthough party affiliation of judicial candidates appears on ballots, judicial primaries are open
and candidates generally do not solicit party support . This gives judicial elections a nonpartisan
character.
dParty affiliations of judicial candidates are not listed on the general election ballot, so the
election is technically nonpartisan. However, candidates run in partisan primary elections.
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